
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Unvarnished 
Truth: Life’s Greatest Story these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. God has lovingly created us and has made Himself known as our sovereignly 
intimate and sustain creator. Yet, He is also our Judge—and we must turn to His Son in 
repentance and faith. 
Introduction:  
In his book, Creatures of Light and Darkness, Roger Zelazny shares a completely non-
denominational prayer:  

“A totally nondenominational prayer: Insofar as I may be heard by anything, 
which may or may not care what I say, I ask, if it matters, that I be forgiven for 
anything I may have done or failed to do which requires 
forgiveness.  Conversely, if not forgiveness but something else may be required 
to insure any possible benefit for which I may be eligible after the destruction of 
my body, I ask that this, whatever it may be, be granted or withheld, as the case 
may be, in such a manner as to insure said benefit. I ask this in my capacity as 
your elected intermediary between yourself and that which may not be yourself, 
but which may have an interest in the matter of your receiving as much as it is 
possible for you to receive of this thing, and which may in some way be 
influenced by this ceremony. Amen.”  

This is perhaps the type of prayer the Athenians would have prayed to the Unknown 
God. Such a prayer might be fitting if God had left us to ourselves. But God has not left 
us without revelation. He has revealed Himself through creation and through Christ. At 
Mars Hill Paul builds a bridge from their monument to the unknown God to explain the 
God who has made Himself known.  
 

1. Our Creator Has Made Himself Known (Acts 17:22-26) 
 
The Athenians understood from creation that some sort of higher power existed. Such 
an agnostic faith, though, is not saving. God has not just made himself vaguely known. 
Paul helped the Athenians sees that he has shown himself to be Sovereign Intimate 
Sustainer.  
Verse 24 tells us that God has created everything. As the Creator he gets to set the 
rules. He is Lord of all. Paul’s statement that “God is not served by human hands” is 
meant to put the Athenians (and us) in our proper place. This God who is the Creator 
and Lord of the universe is utterly transcendent and eternal.  He does not live in a box 
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that man created.  Paul continues, “Nor is he served by human hands as though he 
needed anything”.  What a striking blow this is to any form of man-made religion.   
In verse 27 Paul shows how God determines the course of history. This means that you 
live where you do, in the time period you do, and for whatever length of time you will, 
because God has determined this to be so. But he is not some distant sovereign—Paul 
also shows that God is “not far from each one of us”. He is also the intimate God who is 
near. And as we see in verse 25, God “gives to all mankind life and breath and 
everything”. He not only created everything he also sustains it.  
He has made it known that not only has He created us—He has made it known what 
kind of creator he is.  

2. Our Creator Should Be Sought 
 
Our Creator is also our Judge. And as such he must be sought. Jonathan Edwards says 
it well: 

He has power sufficient to vindicate his own right. As he has a right which cannot be 
disputed, so he has power which cannot be controlled. He is possessed of 
omnipotence, wherewith to maintain his dominion over the world. And he does 
maintain his dominion in the moral as well as the natural world. Men may refuse 
subjection to God as a lawgiver. They may shake off the yoke of his laws by 
rebellion. Yet they cannot withdraw themselves from his judgment. Although they will 
not have God for their lawgiver, yet they shall have him for their judge. The strongest 
of creatures can do nothing to control God, or to avoid him while acting in his judicial 
capacity. He is able to bring them to his judgment-seat, and is also able to execute 
the sentence which he shall pronounce. 

Yet God has graciously called us to seek him in repentance and faith. Paul tells the 
Athenians that the time of ignorance is over. God has made Himself known and He calls 
us to respond to Him. To not respond to the Creator’s gracious call is to do so at our 
own peril—it is to neglect reprieve from a merciful Judge.  

3. Our Creator Pursues Us 
 
Who is this One who is to Judge the universe? It is Christ Jesus—the One whom God 
confirmed by raising Him from the dead. It is this same Christ Jesus who embodies the 
truth that God is “not far from every one of us” for truly He is Immanuel—God with us. In 
Christ we see that the Unknown God has made Himself fully and explicitly known. From 
the incarnation to the resurrection we see a God who pursues.  
 
Conclusion: Because God is our Creator we are accountable to Him. He has a claim 
on our lives. Because God is the Sovereign Intimate Sustainer of the universe what He 
says will come to pass. God has declared that there will be a day of judgment. There 
will not be an escape. History will not go in a direction that God has not intended. 
Because God is the Judge of the World we will all one day stand before Him.  Some day 
each of us will stand before God. Our only hope on that day will be if we have found 
refuge in Christ Jesus. Therefore, just as Paul told the Athenians we must repent. The 
Unknown God has made Himself known—the only fitting response is to turn to Him. 
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