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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Transformed: 
My Life in God’s Kingdom,” these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages 
related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the 
pulpit.  
 
Introduction: Though more planning goes into a wedding than any other event, there is 
almost always at least one item that goes wrong. A young couple, very much in love, 
was getting married. The bride, Sue, was very nervous about the big occasion and so 
the pastor chose a verse to encourage her. The verse was 1 Jn. 4:18 which says, 
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear.” 
     The pastor asked the best man to read it out loud. Unfortunately, the best man did 
not know the difference between the Gospel of John and the first letter of John. As 
instructed, he introduced his reading by saying that the pastor felt this was a very 
appropriate verse for Sue. Instead of reading 1 Jn. 4:18, he read John 4:18, which says, 
“You have had five husbands and the one that you now have is not your husband.” That 
did not go according to plan. 
     No matter how hard we try, life has a habit of not going according to plan. But that 
doesn’t mean that life has to be empty of joy so long as Jesus is present and we adjust 
our plan to match His.  
      
1. Admit that there is a problem – your plan has fallen apart. (vs. 1-3a) 

 
     Weddings in Israel at that time were long celebrations usually lasting a week. The 
parents of the groom were responsible for providing all the food and drink that would 
be needed for the celebration. 
     Though we don’t know the names of the bride and groom at this particular 
wedding, we are familiar with some of the people that were present there. Mary, 
Jesus’ mother was there. Jesus and His first disciples were invited and arrived on 
the 3rd day – almost at the halfway point of the feast. 
     From a human perspective, it would look like Jesus had bad timing, for He arrived 
just as the supplies for the feasting were about to run out. Jesus always arrives just 
as the supplies for the feast are about to run out. That’s when people recognize that 
they have a need for Him. In this case, the particular supply that was running short 
was the wine. To the Jewish people, wine symbolized joy. A joyous celebration 
without wine was not a possibility.  
     When the wine runs out, the party stops. I can imagine that that bride, if she even 
knew about the shortage, might have been getting pretty anxious. I can hear her 
saying to her mother, “My wedding day is not supposed to be like this! I’m supposed 
to be filled with joy. But instead, I’m worrying about what everyone is going to say 
about us when they discover that we have run out of wine.” 
     Maybe you have had similar thoughts. Marriage is not supposed to be the horror 
that you are experiencing. Parenting isn’t supposed to be filled with so much sorrow. 
Christianity is not supposed to be like this. “I’m supposed to be overflowing with joy – 
or so I’ve heard – but nothing seems to be happening. My joy is gone.” Life is not 
going according to plan.     
     Mary may very well have been the one responsible for planning and coordinating 
the feast. It would have been embarrassing for her to admit that she had messed up 
and not planned on enough wine. Embarrassing or not, she was willing to admit that 
there was a need. 
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     That’s what we have to do too. We have to admit that there is a need – that we 
are running dry in our joy. It may be embarrassing, but our joy cannot be restored 
until we deal with the leak that is draining it dry. 
     Once you admit that there is a problem, then you can do something about it. You 
can search for someone to meet your need.  
 

2. Bring the problem to Jesus – see if He has a plan. (vs. 3b-4) 
 

     When Mary realized that there was a problem, she correctly took the problem to 
Jesus. This family may not have exhibited a great deal of wisdom in how they 
planned for the wedding celebration, but the wisest thing that they could have ever 
done was to invite Jesus. That act opened the possibility to a miracle.  
     When Mary came to Jesus and communicated the problem to Him, His response 
toward her seems a little cold and hard to us. And there are times when we bring our 
requests to God for what we think would bring joy into our lives that God’s response 
seems cold and hard. It seems like the windows of heaven are shut up. But the 
response that Jesus gave to Mary was to let her know that she was no longer in 
control. He was no longer under obligation to do what she wanted when she wanted 
it. He was under obligation to fully obey His heavenly Father not His earthly mother. 
     When it comes to asking God to do certain things in our lives, God is under no 
obligation to do things our way or in our time. He commands us; we do not command 
Him. God knows better than we ever could what will bring us the most joy and when 
is the most beneficial time for Him to answer our requests. God does miracles and 
He answers prayers, but He does it in His time and in His way. 
      

3. Do whatever Jesus tells you to do to fix the problem – follow His plan. (vs. 5-
10) 
      
     Inviting Jesus to the party made it possible for the supply of joy to be renewed 
and refreshed. But the simple fact that Jesus was there did not bring the joy. Joy 
only comes when He becomes Lord and Master of your life. Obedience takes joy 
from a possibility to a reality. 
     To those servants on that day, Mary said, “Do whatever He tells you to do.” At 
that moment, Jesus ceased to be a guest and became the one who was in control of 
the whole wedding celebration. People are perfectly willing to have Jesus as a guest 
in their lives. But they are not willing to turn over control and “do whatever He tells” 
them, and so they never have their lives changed by a miracle. 
     The Bible records that there were 6 stone pots there. Their purpose was to hold 
water that the Jews could use for purification. They would come to the pots and let 
water run over their hands. It wasn’t a matter of sanitation but of ceremony – an 
outward show. An outward show, then or now, has never been able to produce joy.  
     The servants heard Jesus speak, and they responded in obedience. They began 
the process of filling the stone jars with water. Together the jars held about 180 
gallons of water. It would have taken a lot of time and energy to accomplish this task. 
It would have been tempting to do a half-hearted and half-completed job. When 
Jesus told them to fill the jars, they took Jesus’ words quite literally, and they filled 
them all the way to the brim, just shy of overflowing. 
     I would say that most everyone here would admit to wanting joy. And in order to 
receive that joy you might even be willing to be obedient to God – to a certain extent. 
But are you willing for your obedience to reach all the way to the brim even when the 
obedience that Jesus asks for doesn’t make sense to you? The amount of joy that 
you experience is in direct proportion to the amount of obedience that you give.  
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4. Commit yourself to Jesus, the Problem-solver – let Him plan the rest of your 
life. (vs. 11) 
 
     Mary’s initial request was fulfilled – not in her timing or in her way – but the result 
was far more than quenching thirst or saving from embarrassment. The result was 
faith.  
     Two miracles happened on that day. The first was the changing of water into wine 
so that a celebration could continue for the rest of the week. The second miracle was 
that the hearts of Jesus’ disciples were changed from condemned sinners to forgiven 
children of God so that a celebration could continue for the rest of eternity. You tell 
me. Which was the greater miracle? 
     Why choose a wedding to do the 1st miracle? A wedding is probably the time in a 
person’s life when joy reaches the greatest level. But even when human joy is at its 
peak, when times are as good as they can get, our joy will run out if there is no 
supernatural supply. On the other side, when times are at their worst and our plans 
have gone out the window, if we are obediently dwelling in the presence of Jesus, 
then even when times are as bad as they can get because plans didn’t work out, we 
can rejoice. Paul, the apostle was in prison, waiting to die, when he wrote, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always. And again I say, rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4) 
 

CONCLUSION 
“I have everything I need for joy!” Robert Reid said. His hands are twisted and his feet 
are useless. He can’t bathe himself. He can’t feed himself. He can’t brush his teeth, 
comb his hair, or put on his underwear. Strips of Velcro hold his shirts together. His 
speech drags like a worn out audiocassette. Robert has cerebral palsy. 
     Robert’s disease didn’t prevent him from becoming a missionary in Portugal. He 
moved to Lisbon, alone, in 1972. There he rented a hotel room and began studying 
Portuguese. He found a restaurant owner who would feed him after the rush hour and a 
tutor who would instruct him in the language. Then he stationed himself daily in a park, 
where he distributed brochures about Christ. Within six years he led seventy people to 
the Lord, one of whom became his wife, Rosa.  
     Robert speaks in different churches around the country. Other men carry him in his 
wheelchair onto the platform. They lay a Bible in his lap. His stiff fingers force open the 
pages. Robert could ask for sympathy or pity, but he does just the opposite. He holds 
his bent hand up in the air and boasts, “I have everything I need for joy.” 
     His shirts are held together by Velcro, but his life is held together by joy.  
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