
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use different Scripture 
passages related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. 

Introduction: 

One day Alexander the Great passed by a beggar on the roadside. The Emperor threw the poor 
man several gold coins. One of his attendants was amazed at his generosity and asked, “Sir, 
copper coins would adequately meet a beggar’s need. Why give him gold?” Alexander 
responded, “Copper coins would suit the beggar’s need, but gold coins suit Alexander’s giving.”  

Often believers can fall into the trap of giving just to meet the need and no further. We ask, 
“What will it take to meet this need?” Perhaps a better question would be, “What will it take to 
accurately reflect the generosity of Jesus?” The Macedonians, who we read about in 2 
Corinthians 8, are great models of a generosity which reflects the gospel.  

I. Generosity is not circumstantial (2 Corinthians 8:1-3) 

The churches in Macedonia were going through hard times. They were plagued with poverty 
and going through a serious affliction. The same was true in Jerusalem. Paul was going around 
to all of the churches and collecting money for Jerusalem. One would think that the churches of 
Macedonia could have easily focused on themselves and passed on helping out Jerusalem—
perhaps even encouraging Paul to start collecting money for them. But they did the opposite. 
Their affliction actually caused them to give more. I love how Sam Storms puts it:  

As they looked at their ability to give, they no doubt took into consideration both their 
present situation and their future needs and obligations. Having done so, they then 
showed total disregard for both! This is not because they were foolish. Undoubtedly they 
knew the consequences for themselves and willingly embraced them1. 

Generosity isn’t concerned with the circumstances. It reflects the love and heart of God 
which refuses to not love. 

II. Generosity initiates (2 Corinthians 8:4) 

You get the idea from the text that Paul almost tried to talk the poor saints in Macedonia out of 
giving to the Jerusalem cause. Yet they begged him to allow them to give to this cause. This is a 
great picture of true generosity; it doesn’t wait to be asked it takes the initiative. It is one thing to 

                                                
1 http://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/2-corinthians-8:1-24 
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give when someone asks you to give—it is quite another to take the initiative and look to give. 
True generosity isn’t reactionary in nature it actively seeks ways to bless people.  

III. Generosity reflects the gospel (2 Corinthians 8:1-15) 

Paul makes it clear from the very beginning that it is grace which motivated the church at 
Macedonia to give as they did. Grace changes everything. Grace reaches us when we least 
deserve it. God’s work on our behalf is not based on our performance, it is based on His 
character. Generosity is the same way. Paul motivates the Corinthians by showing the work of 
grace that has taken place in the life of the Macedonians. Because he believes that they too 
have been rescued by Jesus he encourages them to also accurately reflect the gospel. Our 
giving should reflect the self-giving and sacrificial love of Jesus. 

Conclusion: 

What does your generosity communicate about the gospel? Is your generosity based upon the 
“worth” or the recipient? If it is, then this doesn’t accurately reflect the gospel. Does your 
generosity sit on the sidelines and only respond when your arm is twisted? If so, then it doesn’t 
accurately reflect the gospel. Yet if grace has taken hold in our hearts then we will be begging to 
give generously.  
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