
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use different Scripture 
passages related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. 

Introduction: 

Which disciplines will impact your effectiveness in missions more than many other disciplines? 
You likely thought of things like Bible study and prayer but there is one discipline I imagine you 
did not mention. It’s something that very few Christian families actually do, but it has a huge 
impact on their ability to be missional. What is that discipline? It is budgeting. Every 
unaccounted-for dollar that slips through our fingers is a dollar that could have been used 
intentionally for kingdom purposes.  

In Luke 16, Jesus tells His disciples to be diligent in the way we manage our resources.  

I. Use that which will be burned up to gain what will never perish (Luke 16:1-9) 

This is one of those parables that leaves us thankful that Jesus interprets the meaning. It is 
strange because Jesus seems to be commending an unrighteous and shrewd manager. But this 
unrighteous man is just a foil for Jesus to teach his main point; namely, that believers should be 
diligent about using our resources for the sake of eternity. Think of the way unbelievers put so 
much effort into making sure they store up great wealth. All of that will be burned up. And yet 
believers often use their resources carelessly as well. We rightly know that material possession 
will not last—but we wrongly assume that this means we shouldn’t worry about diligently 
stewarding our resources. This parable teaches us that we should be just as shrewd in our 
finances but we should do so for eternal reasons.  

Using our resources to make friends is Jesus’ way of saying that we should use that which 
perishes to work towards what will never perish—things like relationships and Kingdom-building.  

II. Give with what you have not with what you wish you had (Luke 16:10-12) 

We like to say things like, “If I had more money I would give more.” Jesus teaches the opposite. 
If you are faithful with a little then you will be faithful with more. John MacArthur makes this point 
well: 

If you are concerned about what is eternal, if you are concerned about your money being 
used as a gracious act of God to actually expedite gospel proclaiming, gospel proclamation 
around the world, and you are investing in friends who will welcome you into heaven, that's a 
perspective whether you have little or much. Dealing with money with a heavenly view is 
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never a matter of how much you have. It's about integrity and spiritual character. If you're 
interested in investing in eternity you do it. If you're not you don't. 

This is why setting up a budget (and following it) is so crucial. Without budgeting, resources that 
could have been spent on missions will slip through our fingers. Being faithful with every lost 
dollar will position us to be more faithful in giving to the cause of missions. This is true whether 
we live below the poverty line or above it.  

III. Your budget displays who you worship (Luke 16:13) 

Jesus cuts to the chase in verse 13. You cannot love both God and money. Consider the 
context of where this appears. Jesus is showing that the diligence that we use in taking care of 
our resources shows which God we serve. Our budget, then, is a wonderful reflection of our 
loyalties. Perhaps this is why we neglect budgeting—it could be a continual indictment of our 
worship.  

We could also say that our budget displays the seriousness of our worship. Consider these 
words of J.C. Ryle: 

The parable in this point of view is deeply instructive. It may well raise within us great 
searchings of hearts. The diligence of worldly men about the things of time should put to 
shame the coldness of professing Christians about the things of eternity. The zeal and 
tenacity of men in business, compassing sea and land to get earthly treasures, may well 
reprove the slackness and indolence of believers about treasures in heaven. 

To neglect this area of our lives is to not show zeal in storing up heavenly treasures. 
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