
 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: Ancient 
Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use different Scripture 
passages related to the small group study theme, so the pastor can reinforce the study from  
the pulpit. 

Introduction:  

You have a better chance of being struck by lightning than winning the lottery. And if history tells 
us anything you might want to choose the lightning. About 70 percent of those who win, spend 
or lose all of their money within five years. Your relationships will inevitably suffer. Most lottery 
winners are never satisfied. They keep playing the lottery and trying to hit it rich again. There 
are real cases of people whose lives have been ruined by winning the lottery. Yet day after day 
people stand in line to strike it rich.  

The Bible does not speak well of get-rich-quick schemes. It never ends well. Instead the 
Scriptures speak of working hard and plodding along. It appears that some in the community of 
Thessalonica had discovered their own get-rich-quick scheme. They had stopped working hard 
and instead found themselves waiting for the return of Jesus. Paul encourages them to engage 
in hard work as they wait for the return of Christ.  

I. Faithful work enables you to serve instead of being served (2 Thessalonians 
3:6-9) 

Jesus did not come to be served but to serve and He calls us to follow Him in this. Christians, 
above all others, should never have an entitlement mentality. We are called to be servants. Yet 
some of the believers at Thessalonica had developed a habit of depending upon others for their 
living—the very opposite of serving. This is so contrary to the gospel that Paul actually 
encourages the church to disassociate from those “walking in idleness.” 

This way of thinking goes against the grain of our culture. We live in a culture with an 
entitlement mentality. Somewhere along the way we’ve gotten the idea that hard-working people 
are antithetical to a culture of grace. They are not. Relying on your works is what is antithetical 
to grace. Laboring hard actually flows out of the gospel. We work hard so that we can 
passionately serve others. We can do this because we realize our right standing is already 
accomplished for us by Jesus. A heart of service leads to hands that will work hard. 

II. Faithful work enables you to enjoy its fruit (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12) 

I still remember as a child planting my first garden. For some reason the tomatoes tasted so 
much better when I was the one who had put in the sweat and labor into their growth. These 
were my tomatoes. Some believe that “stolen water is sweet, and bread eaten in secret is 
pleasant” but this is foolish. This is the way of folly and the way of death. It might seem sweet or 
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pleasant at first, but its end is death. The Bible teaches that the most delicious fruit is the one 
that comes from hard work. In fact the Scriptures teach that if a man is not willing to work then 
he should not expect to eat.  

Certainly, this is not talking about those who are actually unable to work for a living. We do not 
refuse to feed our toddlers because they cannot work for their food. Paul is speaking here of 
those who would rather have food handed to them than working for it. Such people should be 
encouraged to work quietly and earn their food. This is where joy will come from.  

III. Faithful work displays trust in God’s justice (2 Thessalonians 3:13-15) 

It can be tempting in our entitlement culture to do the bare minimum. When everyone gets a 
trophy it does not engender hard work. In our culture the kid who works really hard to play well 
is rewarded in the same way as the kid who spent all of his time picking flowers in left field. It 
would be understandable for the hard-working child to wonder why he is putting out such effort if 
he is rewarded the same. Those in Thessalonica wondered the same thing. They were 
becoming weary in doing good as the idle among them were taking advantage of their hard 
work. Yet, Paul encourages them to not become weary in doing good to others. This is only 
possible if one believes in a God of justice as well as mercy. Faithfully working is a way to 
display trust in God’s justice. We keep doing good knowing that God rewards the faithful. 

Conclusion: 

We prefer our spirituality to come in microwavable forms. Yet the way of the Cross is a way of 
patient plodding. It is as Eugene Peterson rightly quipped “a long obedience in the same 
direction.” The way we view work will impact the way we view money. Wise stewards will not 
look for the quick and easy buck; instead, they will look for the path of service and sacrifice.  

Jesus was tempted by Satan to take the quick and Cross-less path; this was his temptation to 
the get-rich-quick scheme. But Jesus knew that faithfulness was a long road filled with crosses. 
He took that path because it was the only way to redeem you and me and to glorify His Father. 
His hard work on the Cross is what enables and motivates our hard work in loving our neighbor.  
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