
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Re-Finance: 
Ancient Wisdom for Modern Money Management these sermon outlines will use the 
same Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 
study from the pulpit. 
 
Introduction: The writer of Proverbs advocated prudence. A prudent person is one who 
is capable of exercising sound judgment in practical matters. He or she is cautious and 
discreet in conduct, careful, and sensible. We often describe a prudent person by 
saying that he or she has common sense. A prudent person can foresee the 
consequences of possible actions and behaves accordingly. A godly and wise person 
can be prudent because God’s Word helps us see the usual consequences of our 
actions before we commit them. This is especially the case in this study. 
 
In these two readings from Proverbs, two financial practices are to be dealt with 
prudently or cautiously. 

• Providing security (6:1-5). Security is taking on another person’s obligations as 
one’s own, as when a person co-signs a note to pay another person’s loan. For 
example, Paul offered to pay Onesimus’ past debts, but not his future ones 
(Philemon 18-19). The Bible does not forbid people from providing security for 
someone else. The Bible and this proverb in particular warn of the possible 
consequences of such actions and give advice about how to avoid them in the 
first place. 

• Borrowing money (22:7). Proverbs, and for that matter the whole of the Bible, 
does not forbid borrowing money. In Israel, the Jews borrowed from one another. 
The Mosaic Law permitted borrowing, but condemned charging other Jews 
interest, though the Israelites could charge foreigners interest. The New 
Testament does not forbid borrowing either, though it condemns not paying debts 
(Rom. 13:6-8). It may be unwise to go into debt in some situations, but it is going 
too far to say that the Bible condemns taking on any debt. 

 
What is the better course of action? Three warnings are presented like a fog horn to an 
approaching ship. These warnings are to be heeded to avoid the consequences of 
perilous actions. Many a person has flung themselves on the rocks of disaster because 
they failed to heed the siren cry.  
 

1. Don’t borrow money you can’t repay (22:7). 
As previously mentioned, the Bible does not prohibit borrowing, but all references to 
borrowing are negative. Most are warnings. 

• “The wicked man borrows and does not repay, but the righteous one is gracious 
and giving” (Psa. 37:21). 

• “The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is a slave to the lender” (Prov. 
22:7). 

• “Do not owe anyone anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law” (Rom. 13:8). 
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Debt has a way of destroying the debtor. It enslaves people. It puts them in bondage to 
their credit-dominated lifestyle. One debtor once said: “I feel like permanently engraving 
on the bumper of my car the bumper sticker that reads ‘I owe, I owe, so off to work I 
go.’” Debt’s real service charge is freedom—financial, spiritual, and relational. No one 
who is financially bound can be spiritually and emotionally free. 
 
Debt, however, is not the problem. Debt is the indication of something deeper. Debt is 
the symptom of overspending and under-saving, which often is brought on by greed, 
self-indulgence, impatience, fear, poor self-image, lack of self-worth, or a lack of self-
discipline. One financial advisor stated: “Being $40,000 in debt is like being 40 pounds 
overweight. It is a result of over-consumptive behavior.” 
 
So what’s the answer? Stop it. Don’t get into debt. Avoid it. Remember: “When your 
outgo exceeds your income, then your upkeep is your downfall.” The prudent person 
sees the consequences of debt and avoids it at all costs. 
 

2. Don’t make pledges you can’t keep (6:1-2). 
If we aren’t careful, we will make financial obligations beyond our ability. This is unwise. 
This is a trap. Solomon warned, “You have been trapped by the words of your lips—
ensnared by the words of your mouth” (Prov. 6:2). The words trapped and ensnared 
indicate what happens when we fail to be prudent, making commitments that are 
beyond our ability to repay. 
 
Another proverb reinforces this sentiment, “It is a trap for anyone to dedicate something 
rashly and later to reconsider his vows” (Prov. 20:25). A trap is designed to injure, 
impair, impale, and to kill. Regarding debt, it is making a promise without pondering the 
possibilities; it is making a decision without considering about the consequences.  
 
Debt’s trap is attractive, easy to step into, and almost impossible to escape from. 
Advertisers often claim that we can purchase cars and furniture by making “36 easy 
payments.” It is easy to sign the paper, making the commitment. But there is nothing 
easy about making monthly payments, especially if they are beyond our means.  
 
It is always easier to get into financial binds than it is to get out of them. Extracting 
oneself from these obligations is hard. 
 
A couple once received a credit card application that would allow them to put whatever 
picture they wanted on the card. The couple decided they should put a picture of 
someone with a leg caught in a bear trap or someone behind bars in jail or someone 
living in abject poverty. Any of those pictures would describe the trap of making pledges 
they couldn’t keep. 
 
So what’s the solution? Don’t make commitments you can’t keep. The prudent person 
avoids the financial traps that are beyond their ability to repay. 
 

3. Don’t procrastinate in getting out of financial debt (6:3-5). 
The impetus of these verses is for the hearer to urgently and expediently get out of debt. 
Solomon is screaming for his son to act now, don’t wait, don’t put it off, when he finds 
himself in financial bondage. The illustrations he employed are: Run like a deer from a 
hunter; fly like a bird from a trapper. His point is clear: If his son finds himself in a 
financial obligation that is about to ensnare him, he should do everything he can to get 
himself out of it before he discovers that he is in even worse trouble. 
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It’s been said: “The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago; the second best time 
is today.” That same adage applies to financial enslavement. Begin today freeing 
yourself from financial bondage.  
 
What’s the answer? Don’t wait. Don’t waste any time. Get yourself out of financial 
slavery today. The prudent person sees the coming danger and flees as quickly as 
possible. 
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