
 
Sermon Series: When Relationship Collide 
To be used with: Session One: Even Christians Collide 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Resolving Conflict among Christians 
 Avoiding a Cat Fight 
Scripture: Luke 10:38-42 

Connection to Unit Theme: People fight. We don’t always see eye to eye. We tend to have 
different perspectives and different priorities. Those differences are not necessarily wrong—they 
are just different. Family members have differences, so do married partners, and so do 
Christians. The question when differences arise is not who’s right and who’s wrong but what 
should be the focus and priority at the moment.  
 
Introduction: 
 
Their Mom called them “cat fights” because the fur would fly. The day sisters, Alice and Terry, 
fought gave new meaning to the phrase. The fight, which lasted eight hours, began over one hair 
roller. The sisters didn’t have anger issues at all—it was right of possession. Girls fight—period. 
 
The sisters shared clothes, shoes and even hair rollers. In their day there were no hair dryers, 
straighteners, hot curlers or trips to the beauty shop. Only hard, pink, plastic, two-piece rollers — 
the kind that left indentations on the scalp for days. The sisters worked with accuracy and speed, 
aligning rows of pink plastic on their heads, chatting about the day’s events in high school. Then 
it happened. They both reached for the last roller from what had been a pile on the bed, swearing 
it was theirs. 
 
Literally clawing, scratching, ripping clothes and pulling hair (and rollers) for hours … and 
hours, my sisters rolled from room to room upstairs and down, only stopping to rest. Their dad 
was at work. Their mom let them fight. Only eleven months apart in age, they were fairly well 
matched. The fighting sisters rested, at times no words spoken. A look of sheer power in one’s 
eyes was all it took to keep the insanity going, as gobs of hair and pink plastic were strewn all 
over the house. 
 
No one would have curls in their hair that night. 
 
The fight ended as quickly as it began. One kick, and a gas stove was removed from the wall. 
That was dangerous. Their mother made them stop, ordering them from the house. She sat with 
her thumb on the gas pipe waiting on a gas employee to arrive. She kept saying, “I’m going to 
kill them.” 
 
Jesus encountered a similar “cat fight” between Mary and Martha after he and his disciples 
stopped in unannounced just before dinner time in Bethany. The encounter shows that conflict 
can happen anywhere, anytime, and with anyone. It reveals that conflict can arise because of 
different priorities. The question is those cases becomes not who’s right and who’s wrong but 
what should be our focus and priority at that moment?  
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1. The Personalities 
 

A. Martha was the quintessential multi-tasker. She was a classic Type A personality: gifted, 
driven, demanding, and capable of accomplishing a great deal. She focused on the duties 
of a hospitable host.  

 
B.  Mary was the quieter, introverted, reflective personality who focused on listening to 

Jesus teach.  
 

Neither personality was wrong. Neither practice was wrong.  
 
2. The Principles Conflict often happens with differing personalities who emphasize different 

priorities. So how can Christians resolve conflict that arises because of differing 
priorities?  

 
A. Reflect on what is important. 
It's been said, “Don't just sit there, do something.” Well, often what we need to do is the 
opposite: “Don't just do something, sit there.” From time to time we need to be still. Stop 
what we are doing long enough to reflect on what is most important. It is easy to get our 
priorities out of whack because we are hurried and frazzled. 

 
B. Relationships are more important than routines.  
People are more important than projects; relationships are more important than routines. 

 
C. Choose the best over the better. 
Choosing between better and the best is the key to solving relational strife.   

 
D. Rewards will come in the end. 
The important issues of life, the significant relationships that sustain life, and the best choices 

that endear life may very well be the rewards of life.   
 
Conclusion: When Christians work together under the lordship of Christ—even when they 
disagree—the world sees the gospel of Christ at work. We display a unity in Christ that came 
about not because one person won the fight but because believers chose to make Christ their 
ultimate priority. 
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