
 

Sermon Series: Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace 
To be used with: Session Six: The Shelter of God’s Protection 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Staying in God’s Care 
Scripture: John 17:11-12, 15 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace is a study of the comfort 
we find in the Old Testament book of Psalms. Session 6 is called “The Shelter of God’s 
Protection,” and focuses on Psalm 91. The point of the study is “God is my ultimate protection.” 
This sermon, based on Jesus’ prayer in John 17, shows how God protects his children.  
 
These theme based sermon outlines reinforce the themes of the small group studies but use 
different scripture passages. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the topic without repeating 
the small group study.  
 
Introduction: Have you ever sent a child off to first grade? Off to college? Off to work in a big 
city? Off to war? What is foremost on your mind? Probably that they will be safe; that they will 
be protected; that they will be kept from harm. No longer under your watch or under your arms, 
you hope, no, you pray, earnestly for their safety. 
 
Jesus prayed for his disciples—then and now. He knew he was leaving, bodily he would not be 
with us physically. He is sending us off on your own. He is praying, as any faithful parent would, 
for our protection. He remind us, his disciples, of the following: 
 
I. Our position is in the world.  

 
A. Jesus will no longer remain in the world, but His disciples will be in the world. In the 

world, the disciples could expect hatred. The values, desires, aspirations of the world 
stood in sharp contrast and direct conflict with God himself.  

 
B. Jesus never instructed his disciples to be removed from the world. He never prayed that 

we would be taken out of the world or live a monastic life, separated and cut off from the 
real world.  
 

II. Our protector is God. 
 

A. Our protection comes from God himself.  
 

B. God’s role is to protect, to guard, to keep his kids safe.  
 

III. Our adversary is Satan.  
 

A. Satan operates behind the scenes, through enticements and temptations to prey upon our 
human nature and pry our hearts away from God.  
 

B. Believers are called to resist Satan. Never resist temptation but resist the tempter.  
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IV. Our partnership is with fellow believers.  

 
A. Protection comes in unity with other believers. We were never intended to fight our 

battles alone. We are to fight as a unit, a battalion of believers.  
 

B. The lion always attacks those animals that have separated themselves from the pack. The 
devil does the same with believers. Stay close with one another; stay protected by staying 
in contact with one another.  

 
V. Our provision is guaranteed.  

 
A. We will be kept safe.  

 
B. We will be guarded by the Father.   

 
VI. God’s promise is certain.  

 
A. “None have been lost.”  

 
B. Except one—the son of perdition. Judas stands in sharp contrast to the ones that are kept 

safe by God.  
 
VII. Our path to protection.  
 

A. Don’t get swallowed up by the world. 
 

B. Resist Satan, not temptation. 
 

C. Stay in close proximity with other believers. 
 

D. Live in the light of God’s presence. 
 

E. Avoid situations and people that would bring you down. 
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