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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We carry a terrible weight when we’ve made a mistake or hurt another 
person. If they refuse to forgive us, it’s like a power they have over us. Unforgiveness can be a 
weapon used against us; we never know when the person will fire one of our failures back at us. 
God never responds this way. Psalm 32 reveals just how forgiving God is and just how freeing it 
can be living under the shelter of His forgiveness.

PSALM 32:17

THE POINT: God’s forgiveness 
repairs our hurt and brings us joy. 
• How has God used forgiveness 

for healing in your life?

Discuss the following quote: 
“Once you realize all that it cost 
God to forgive you, you will be 

held as in a vise, constrained by the love of God.”1 —Oswald 
Chambers
1. Oswald Chambers and James Reimann, My Utmost For His Highest – Updated (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Discovery House Publishers, 2006), 20.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If your student plans to complete Operation: Forgiveness: 
• Encourage your student to offer forgiveness to those 

who have wronged him/her.
• Talk to your student about the importance of forgiving 

others in light of the forgiveness we receive in Christ.

If your student plans to complete Reconciliation 
Ambassador :

• Commit to pray with your student for the people that 
need Christ’s reconciliation. 

• Pray that your student will be burdened for his/her 
friends who don’t know Christ.

LUKE 2:2120

LIVE IT OUT: Print the words JESUS 
SAVES down the left side of a sheet 
of paper. Help your child write an 
acrostic describing Jesus.

When the baby was only eight days old, Mary and Joseph named 
Jesus, just as the angel had told them. Soon after that, Mary and 
Joseph took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem to give an offering.

Simeon loved and obeyed God. He had waited many years to see 
the promised Savior. God told Simeon that he would see the Savior. 

When Simeon saw Jesus, God’s Holy Spirit helped him know that 
the baby was the promised Savior. Simeon held Jesus and began to 
praise God. “Thank You, God,” Simeon prayed. “I have seen with my 
own eyes that You have sent salvation.” Mary and Joseph were 
amazed at what Simeon said about Jesus. 

Anna was an old woman who stayed near the temple night and 
day, praying and worshiping God. When Anna saw Simeon with Baby 
Jesus, God helped her know that Jesus was the promised Savior! She 
began thanking God for sending the Savior.

LUKE 2:2140

LIFE POINT: Look at Christmas 
cards that show the birth of Jesus. 
Comment that God sent His Son 
Jesus to help us.

After Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary took Jesus to the temple 
(church) in Jerusalem. 

A man named Simeon came to the temple at the same time. 
God had told Simeon that he would see God’s Son. Simeon saw 
Baby Jesus with Mary and Joseph. Simeon knew this was God’s Son. 
Simeon held the baby in his arms and praised God. “Thank You, 
God, for showing me Your promise,” Simeon said. “I have seen Your 
Son, who will save the world.” Mary and Joseph were amazed at 
Simeon’s words.

A woman named Anna also saw Jesus. She stayed in the temple 
all the time, praising God. When she saw the baby, she knew He was 
special. Anna knew Jesus was God’s Son. After she saw the baby, she 
praised God and told other people that Jesus was born.

PSALM 32:17


