
 

Sermon Series: Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace 
To be used with: Session One: The Shelter of God’s Presence 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Entering God’s Presence 
  
Scripture: John 17:1 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Storm Shelter: Psalms of God’s Embrace is a study of the comfort we find 
in the Old Testament book of Psalms. Session 1 is called “The Shelter of God’s Presence,” and focuses on 
Psalm 23. The point of the study is “God is with me no matter what I am facing.” 
 
This sermon, using Jesus’ prayer in John 17, reminds us that God’s presence is not only with us 
but reveals itself in a unique way as we call out to him.  
 
Introduction: Jesus prayed in the presence of God, looking toward heaven. His look was more 
than just a glance; it was a long-extended gazed on the face of God. He looked to God in much 
the same way a young lover gazes at their beloved. Time stands still. Thoughts and obligations 
are silenced in the adoring stare. Jesus lingered in God’s presence.  
 
How can we enter God’s presence daily? 
 
I. Understand the two aspects of God’s presence 
 

A. God’s universal presence. God is always with us is the reality of God’s omnipresence. His 
universal presence is a marvelous fact of life. We cannot escape the presence of God. (See 
Matthew 28:20) 
 

B. God’s manifest presence. God manifests his presence in a special way when we seek him. 
Sometimes referred to as the revealed presence of God, this is an unusual revelation of God’s 
presence in a certain location. (See Matthew 18:20) 

 
C. An example of both types of God’s presence is found in the story recorded in Luke 5:17-26. 

1. Jesus was present, literally, in the midst of a crowd that had come to hear him teach.  
2. Jesus manifested his power in a unique way (see v. 17).  

 
II. Seek God’s manifested presence daily. 

 
A. Desire for something far deeper than this world can offer, something higher than mere mortals 

can give, something beyond ourselves that is other-worldly, something outside the temporal that 
is eternal, something spiritual that the flesh can not give. 
 

B. Experience God’s grace but hunger for his presence daily.  
 

C. See earth from a heavenly perspective.  
 

D. Feel the warm embrace of a loving father. 
 

E. Hear the tender words of a kind Savior.  
 
III. Practice these disciplines. 

 
A. Read God’s Word each day. It softens the heart. The sword of God’s Word cuts deep into the soul 

so one can hear and understand the voice of the One who made you. “All Christian worship,” 
says John Stott, “public and private, should be an intelligent response to God’s self-revelation in 
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his words and works recorded in Scripture.” John R. W. Stott, Your Mind Matters (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1972), 32. 
 

B. Be ready to respond. Christianity is basically a religion centered on the will and not the 
feelings. For example, Christian love isn’t primarily a feeling; it’s an act of the will. 
Otherwise, Jesus could not command you to love one another. In your encounters with 
God, those experiences move beyond one of emotionalism to one of action and of 
conduct.  

 
C. Engage the mind. Made in the image of God we have emotions, will, and intelligence. A 

balanced life involves more than conduct (the will) and delight (the emotions); it also 
includes discernment (the mind). You’re to love and to worship God with the mind as 
well as with the heart.  

 
D. Expect God to meet you. When you come expecting an encounter with the living God, 

you will experience the person of God. When you come hungry for God, He satisfies 
your appetite. When you come expecting God to speak, you will hear his voice.  

 
Conclusion: 
 
A. W. Tozer wrote: “The world is perishing for lack of the knowledge of God, and the church is 
famishing for want of his presence. The instant cure of most of our religious ills would be to 
enter the Presence in spiritual experience, to become suddenly aware that we are in God and that 
God is in us. This would lift us out of our pitiful narrowness and cause our hearts to be enlarged. 
This would burn away the impurities from our lives as the bugs and fungi were burned away by 
the fire that dwelt in the bush.” 
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