
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding trusting God’s promises. 
	  
Introduction: As new missionaries in West Africa, we moved into a house previously 
inhabited by missionaries from another denomination. Word quickly spread around the 
big village/small town that more “portos” (white foreigners) had moved back in to that 
house. After a few days, a steady stream of people made their way to our gate asking 
for money, food, medicine and/or medical care. Their persistence was amazing. Even 
though we couldn’t speak the language at that time, they were able to make their 
request clear. Some of the people and their requests remain engrained on our hearts 
and minds. While we were (obviously) not able to meet every need, we acknowledged 
each person and prayed for them. For some, however, their persistence paid off and 
they received what they requested.  
 
1. Keep asking because God will answer. (verses 5-10) 
 
A. God is not a reluctant giver, nor are we simply forcing His hand through our 
perseverance. In verse 8, the ESV uses the word impudence. We certainly don’t 
approach God with a cocky disregard for Who He is. Yet, we ask with boldness as His 
children. 
B. Our perseverance will be rewarded with an answer that will be the best for us. God 
tells us to ask of Him. When we trust God with our needs, we can trust Him to answer 
as a loving father or faithful friend. Yet, in His answer, it will be what brings most glory to 
Him. 
C. Look at the model prayer in verses 2-4. Jesus says to ask for your daily provision 
and things that will keep our relationship right with Him. We can know for sure that we 
are praying according to His will when we persist in asking for these things. 
 
2. Trust God to answer out of His goodness. (verses 11-13)  
 
A. We do not need to fear the answers God gives. The parable that Jesus gives to 
illustrate prayer demonstrates that God knows how to answer our requests. We can 
trust that He knows us and knows our future. Just because we don’t understand His 
answer doesn’t mean that it isn’t the right one for us. 
B. God gives us His Holy Spirit as a seal or promise of redemption. He has given us the 
best, so we can trust Him to give us all good things. James tells us “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights with whom there 
is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17 ESV)  
 

Sermon Series:  Stand Strong 
To be used with:  Session Four: God’s Promise of Answered Prayer 
Sermon Title Possibilities: The God Who Answers 
Scripture: Luke 11:5-13 
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Conclusion/Application – God is not capricious. He still answers prayers. If it seems 
that all of the answers you get are “no” or “wait”, perhaps you are asking for the wrong 
things. Maybe you’ve been praying for the right thing for years or even decades; don’t 
give up! There may be a lesson for you in the persistence of your prayer. Trust that God 
will do the right thing. Start by: 

• Make a list of your prayer requests. 
• Evaluate the items on your list. Is there anything that is selfish? Have you 

included praying for others? 
• Commit to pray for one or two items until the request is answered, particularly, if 

it is praying for someone’s salvation.  
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