
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Stand Strong: 
Building Your Life on God’s Promises, these sermon outlines will use the same 
Scripture passages as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from 
the pulpit. 

Possessions can make us happy … for awhile. Money and power can make us feel 
secure … for a while. Try as we may with things or relationships, nothing fully satisfies. 
However, the life Jesus offers us goes beyond a transient good feeling; the life He 
offers promises—and delivers— an abundant life that never ends. The brief letter of 1 
John points us to the wonderful promise of eternal life in Christ. 
 
Introduction: I’m often amazed at the number of professing Christians that don’t like to 
talk about eternal life.  They criticize what they call “pie in the sky” theology, and they 
say it has no relevance for the here and now.  I have to wonder if such people have 
really read the New Testament, since it has a great deal to say about eternal life.  The 
apostle Paul said, “If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 
miserable” (1 Cor. 15:19).  Jesus said the whole reason He came was to give people 
everlasting life (John 3:16). 

Christians should be concerned about eternal life for two reasons.  First of all, 
this current world will someday pass away.  The here and now will someday be the 
dead and gone, and only what we do for Christ will matter in eternity.  Secondly, this 
world is getting increasingly wicked.  All of us have experienced some kind of injustice 
in this world, so we know life is not always fair.  Those of us who follow Christ are facing 
increased criticism and persecution, and we can only speculate whether it will get any 
worse.  I am glad to know that someday we will be delivered from the sin and sorrow of 
this world.  God has prepared a better place for us! 
 

I. The Person of eternal life. 
 
A. What does it mean when it says Jesus came “by water and blood”? 

1. Three theories: 
a. Some believe John was referring to baptism (water) and the Lord’s 

Supper (blood).  However, the text suggests he was referring to a 
specific past event instead of an ongoing ceremony. 

b. Others say he was referring to the water and blood that came out of 
Jesus’ side when He was stabbed on the cross.  This does not fit 
the context. 

c. Still others believe John was referring to Christ’s baptism and 
death.  This theory seems to be the most likely. 

2. John was probably writing in response to the Cerinthian Gnostics. 
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a. Cerinthus taught that the Christ was a spirit which came on Jesus 
when He was baptized, and departed before He was crucified. 

b. By saying Jesus Christ came “by water and blood”, John was 
affirming that the Jesus who was baptized and the Jesus that died 
on the cross were one and the same person. 

B. John noted a threefold witness to Jesus.   
1. The last part of verse seven and the first part of verse eight do not 

appear in the oldest manuscripts. 
a. The oldest manuscripts in which this verse appears are from the 

eleventh century, and the doctrine of the Trinity was established 
long before then. 

b. Many other verses testify to the Trinity (Matthew 28:19; John 14:26; 
John 15:26; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 Peter 1:2). 

2. Three witnesses are Spirit, the water, and the blood. 
a. John was very likely present at Jesus’ baptism, and we know he 

was present when Jesus was crucified. 
b. John was reminding His readers that Jesus’ crucifixion was just as 

much a part of His mission as was His baptism. 
 

II. The promise of eternal life. 
 
A. “If we receive the testimony of men” – This is a first-class conditional in the 

Greek, meaning the condition is assumed to be true. 
1. Sometimes people can be believed and sometimes they cannot. 
2. God had born witness that Jesus was His Son. 

a. He has testified verbally. 
b. He testified to Jesus through His miracles. 

B. Those who reject Jesus have “made God a liar”. 
1. It is not in God’s nature to lie. 
2. Those who reject Jesus might as well call God a liar. 

a. To deny Jesus is the ultimate act of blasphemy. 
b. We can enjoy Christian fellowship with some people in spite of our 

doctrinal differences, but we must not affirm anyone as a Christian 
brother or sister that teaches falsely about Jesus. 

 
III. The possession of eternal life.   

 
A. How do we obtain eternal life? 

1. It is found only in Jesus Christ. 
2. What does it mean “to have the Son”? 

a. It means more than knowing the facts, though it is essential that we 
know the basic facts about Jesus. 

b. The word translated “believe” is the Greek word pisteuo, which 
means to believe something strongly enough to stake your life on it.   

B. Can we really be sure of going to heaven when we die? 
1. The word translated “know” means to know with certainty. 
2. Why is it important to know you have eternal life? 

a. It helps you keep your grief for lost loved ones in perspective. 
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b. It enables you to endure the trials and tribulations of this life 
because you know a better life is coming. 

c. It gives you greater boldness in telling others about Jesus. 
 
 
Conclusion: One of my favorite books is A Man Called Peter, by Catherine Marshall.  
It’s the story of her late husband, Peter Marshall, who served as pastor of New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, D.C. for many years, and also served a 
few years as chaplain for the U.S. Senate.  She told about her husband being invited to 
preach to the December graduating class at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis.  The 
whole week before the service he was haunted by a strange feeling that he needed to 
change his sermon topic.  When he arrived at the Academy, he confided his feelings to 
the chaplain.  The chaplain told him, “If your feeling about it is that strong, follow it by all 
means.” 

Dr. Marshall preached on James 4:14: “For what is your life?  It is even a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time and then vanisheth away.”  It seemed a strange text to 
preach to a group of men about to enter active duty in the Navy, but Dr. Marshall was 
sure this was the message God wanted him to preach.  That day was December 7, 
1941.  As Dr. Marshall traveled back to Washington that afternoon, he heard the news 
on his car radio about the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  He then knew why God wanted 
him to preach that message.  Many of the men in that graduating class soon went to 
war, and a large number of them did not return. 

I’m not old enough to remember Pearl Harbor, but I well remember the tragedy 
that took place on September 11, 2001.  I’m sure many people went to work that day 
fully expecting to return home that evening, but many did not.  None of us know what a 
day holds.  Neither do we know whether we have another day in this world.  However, 
we can know whether or not we have eternal life in heaven.  God has provided it 
through His Son Jesus Christ.  When you know you have eternal life, it doesn’t matter 
what happens in this world.  We have a better home waiting for us in heaven.  Do you 
know that you eternal life in Christ?              
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