
 

Sermon Series: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
To be used with: Session Two: Active Faith 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 
 Why Be Holy? 
 Holiness Matters 
Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3-9, 13 
 

Connection To Unit Theme: Resilient Faith: Standing Strong in the Midst of Suffering 
 is a six session study from the book of 1 Peter. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the 
same Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” 
 
Session 2 of Resilient Faith is called “Active Faith.” The Point is, “Live a life that is set apart for 
God.”  
 
Unholiness may be easier now than ever for Christians. Given the widespread acceptance of 
more and more morally suspicious conduct and ideas, Christians can easily blend in to the 
culture around them—perhaps without even noticing it. But the Gospel calls Christians to be 
different. God redeemed us and sanctified us to be salt and light in the world (Matt. 5-7).  
 
Introduction Idea: Tim Challies post a blog post at the end of 2013 which read, “Every year 
Oxford Dictionaries announces a Word of the Year. This is a word, or expression, that has 
attracted a great deal of interest that year. Throughout the year the Dictionary staff track words 
using all kinds of interesting means and in November they narrow in on a few for special 
consideration. A final selection team is made up of lexicographers and consultants to the 
dictionary team, and editorial, marketing, and publicity staff. This year, all of that effort led to 
this word: Selfie.” (http://www.challies.com/articles/the-word-of-the-year).  
 
A selfie, as you might know is a photograph someone takes of . . . themselves. They usually 
appear on social media such as Twitter or Facebook. This year at the Oscars, host Ellen 
Degeneres set a record for the most reTweets (and briefly crashed Twitter) by taking a selfie with 
Meryl Streep, Julia Roberts, Bradley Cooper, Kevin Spacey, Brad Pitt, Jennifer Lawrence, and a 
half-dozen other celebrities. Apparently, Hollywood loves a selfie. 
http://mashable.com/2014/03/04/oscars-by-the-numbers-ellen/ 
 
But the word selfie might also help us define the culture in which we live. People (including 
Christians) are often self-focused and self-absorbed. As a result we have a hard time resisting 
any temptation we believe might offer us more comfort, pleasure, or happiness—regardless of 
how temporary it is. Peter was aware of how seductive and appealing unholiness appeared to his 
readers. And yet Peter held the line on holiness. For Christians, there is no room for compromise. 
Let’s read our text and see what he said.  
 
[Read 1 Peter 1:14-19, 22-25] 
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The allure of the world, the flesh, and the devil is just as real now as ever. But we must pursue 
and fight for holiness as believers. This text gives us three reasons to do so. Let’s consider them 
together. 
 
Point 1: Our God is a holy Father (vv. 14-17). 
 
Peter grounds the motivation for holiness in God’s holiness when he says, “as he who called you 
is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, ‘You shall be holy, for I am 
holy’” (v.14). God is a holy Father, therefore His children should be holy. All that God does, 
thinks, and says is holy, true, and good. Christians were not called and saved by an unholy, 
selfish, or sinful God. This should shape how believers view holiness.  
 
John Piper writes, “God is holy in His absolute uniqueness. Everything else belongs to a class. 
We are human; Rover is a dog; the oak is a tree; Earth is a planet; the Milky Way is one of a 
billion galaxies; Gabriel is an angel; Satan is a demon. But only God is God. And therefore He is 
holy, utterly different, distinct, unique. All else is creation. He alone creates. All else begins. He 
alone always was. All else depends. He alone is self-sufficient” (Brothers We Are Not 
Professionals, 11). Thinking of God this way puts holiness in a new category. It is not something 
God takes lightly. This is why Peter says he judges imperially therefore we should conduct 
ourselves with “fear throughout the time of your exile” (v.17).  
 
Application: Is your view of holiness rooted in the nature and character of God? Are you 
currently engaging in something that is unholy? Will you let the vision of God’s holiness compel 
you to hate sin and fight for righteousness? 
 
Point 2: Unholiness is futile (v. 18-19).  
Peter’s point in verses 18-19 is not that God took them from something valuable and profitable, 
rather He saved them from a worthless and futile state. They “were ransomed from the futile 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot” (v.18-19). God gave 
them His most valuable possession to rescue them from the worthless and hopeless lifestyle they 
were pursuing. If they go back into that kind of lustful and sensual lifestyle, they will be, in 
essence, trying to reverse what God has done. Paul said something similar in Romans 6 when he 
wrote, “But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now 
ashamed? For the end of those things is death” (Rom 6:21).  
 
Christians, for us to be holy, must understand the futility and hopelessness of unholiness. It gets 
us nowhere. It profits us nothing. Proverbs reminds us, “Hope deferred makes the heart sick” 
(Prov. 13:12). When we set our hope on something (career, relationship, money) and it fails, it 
deflates us. Our hearts sink and our actions follow. This is how worthless sin is. When we pursue 
unholy ideas and experiences, we eventually find that we are going nowhere. There is a way that 
seems right to us, but in the end it leads to death (Prov. 14:12). Sin is shortsighted. Faith takes 
the longview. Sin only shows us what is immediate and temporary. But faith, resilient faith, 
looks ahead to future consequences and results.  
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Application: Sin wants to fool us into thinking it is useful and valuable. How has this been true 
for you? God saved us from these things because we weren’t meant to pursue them. Will you 
resolve to live this way? If you are not a Christian, I encourage you to consider how worthless 
living for yourself really is. 
 
Point 3: The Gospel has purified us (vv.22-25). 
In verses 22-25 Peter called their attention to the Gospel. In quoting Isaiah 40:6,8 he was 
pointing to the promise God made to Israel that One would come and redeem them. This 
promise, unlike the grass and flower, would come to pass. Peter connects this promise from God 
through Isaiah with the Gospel when he says, “And this word is the good news that was preached 
to you” (v.25). They heard the promise God made to Israel. One did come to rescue them and set 
them free. And Peter’s listeners have been redeemed because of this word and their “obedience 
to the truth” (v.22). In other words, the Gospel purified them. They are now a new people in 
Christ. This is why they should be holy. 
 
Our new identity in Christ is often cited in the New Testament as a motivation for holiness. For 
instance, Paul said, “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth.” (Col. 3:1-2). It is because we have been raised with Christ that we are to 
seek the things above. Holiness is only fitting for the Christian. In Ephesians Paul said the reason 
to avoid immorality and sensuality is because doing so is “proper among saints” (Eph. 5:3). If 
one has been set free by the Gospel, the most natural thing now to do is pursue holiness.  
 
Application: A huge part of being holy requires us becoming who God already made us. We are 
already legally holy and pure in God’s sight. Our goal is to be actually holy and pure. But we 
only do so as we understand our status as God’s children. Our mantra is BE WHO YOU ARE! 
How might this change how we understand holiness? 
 
Conclusion Idea: C.S Lewis, responding to the issue of how some thought holiness boring and 
unattractive, said, “How little people know who think that holiness is dull. Whenever one meets 
the real thing ... it is irresistible” (Mere Christianity, 114). 
 
Greg Breazeale is the North Campus Pastor at The Austin Stone Community Church in Austin, 
TX. He holds an M.Div from New Orleans Theological Seminary and is currently pursuing a 
doctoral degree in expository preaching at Southeastern Theological Seminary. He and his wife 
Heather have three boys, Cross, Rhyse, and Reign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


