
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session Five: Ready When Homosexuality Devastates 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Remembering Who You Are 
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 6 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Crisis is designed to help 
equip God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session 5 is called 
“Ready When Homosexuality Devastates” and is based on 1 Corinthians 6, especially verses 9-
11. The Point of the study is “Share the hope and new life all can have in Christ.” 
 
These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 
explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 
without repeating the small group study.  
 
Introduction:  
 
In the 1994 movie The Lion King, Simba is the son of Mufasa, the king of Pride Rock. But after 
Mufasa’s death (which the young Simba is led to believe is his fault), Simba runs away and 
spends the next few years with Timon and Pumbaa, a meerkat and warthog who convince him 
that the key to life is embracing a “no worries,” live and let live philosophy. Simba grows, but he 
doesn’t mature. Finally, the wise baboon Rafiki finds him, and reminds him of what his true 
identity really is.  
 
[If possible, play the clip from the Lion King. I found it on YouTube by searching “Lion King—
Remember Who You Are] 
 
It seems to me that so many of the problems Paul dealt with in the Corinthian congregation 
centered around the Corinthians forgetting who they had once been, who they were, and who 
they would one day be. And I think many of the issues we deal with in the modern church, 
particularly those dealing with sexual sin, are the result of the same thing. We are going to see all 
three of those as we dive into 1 Corinthians 6.  
 
 
1. What we Were (vv. 9-11) 
 
What does Paul say the believers in Corinth were? There’s two answers to that. The first has to 
do with their identity. Verses 9-11 spell out a long list of sins, which can be summed up with the 
word “unrighteous” in verse 9. This list includes “sexually immoral people, 
idolaters, adulterers, anyone practicing homosexuality, thieves, greedy people, drunkards, 
verbally abusive people, and swindlers.” 
 
I want to camp out on the phrase “practicing homosexuality” for a minute, partly because its part 
of our small group Bible study this week, and partly because it is a major part of the cultural 
conversation these days. There are some Bible interpreters who try to make a case that the words 
Paul uses in these verses refer to male prostitutes and homosexual rape. This comes from the 
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translation of the Greek word malakos literally “soft to the touch”—as  “effeminate” (KJV, 
NASB); or “male prostitutes” (NLT). The other word Paul uses is arsenokoitas, which is  
literally “one who lies with a male as with a female” and is translated “abusers of themselves 
with mankind” (KJV); or “sodomites” (NKJV). So there are many in the gay community who 
say that Paul wasn’t describing a loving, monogamous, same sex relationship. But it is a weak 
argument, because it is arguing from silence—that because something isn’t there, it must mean 
it’s okay. It’s a little like saying cannibalism is okay because Jesus didn’t say anything about it. 
The majority of conservative scholarship does not limit the use of these terms to prostitution or 
rape. Thus, the translations that simply combine the two terms into “those who practice 
homosexuality” (NLT, NIV, ESV, HCSB) are probably the most faithful to what Paul was 
communicating.  
 
We need to understand two vital truths about this before we move on: 
 
1.  Paul does not list these sins in order of severity. An unrepentant swindler is in as much danger 
of not inheriting God’s kingdom as is someone who practices homosexuality. The greedy can 
miss it just as surely as the adulterers. And understand that Paul is describing habitual, 
unrepentant, lifestyle sin, and not one-time events. Someone who gets caught cheating doesn’t 
lose their salvation. But someone who habitually cheats or swindles without any remorse may 
have never been saved in the first place. As one preacher quipped: “Persistent transgression calls 
the confession into question.” 
 
2. There is hope!!! The beautiful message of this passage is in verse 11: And some of you used to 
be like this. There is no such thing as a sin someone is incapable of deliverance from. And 
regardless of what psychologists say about nature or genetic predisposition; regardless of what 
pop songs say about people “born this way,” the message of Scripture is that homosexuality can 
be put in the past tense just as permanently as any of the other sins in this passage. Which brings 
us to the other three things Paul says we were. It’s not just our identity, it’s our salvation. Look at 
verse 11: 
 

•  You were Washed = cleansed from sin through faith in Christ, symbolized by baptism 
(Acts 9:17-18) 

• You were Sanctified = set apart from the world and brought into a relationship with God 
(Acts 20:32; 26:18) 

• You were Justified = declared innocent before God (Romans 3:24; Galatians 2:16) 
 
2. What We Are (vv. 11-19) 
 
Bible translations are divided as to whether the three characteristics of verse 11 (washed, 
sanctified, justified) are in the past tense or present tense. King James says that we are these 
things. Most other translations say that we were these things. Darby’s translation splits the 
difference by putting them in the “present perfect continuous” tense—“You have been.” This 
probably gets to the heart of it the best. We were these things: a once and for all action. But we 
are those things because the past actions have an impact on our present behavior.  
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But the question the Corinthians had (and some of us today have the same question) is, what kind 
of impact does it have on our lives that we have been washed, sanctified, and justified? As we 
see from verses 12-19, some people used the fact of their salvation as an excuse to do whatever 
they wanted: Since we have already been justified, what we do with our bodies doesn’t matter. 
“Everything is permissible to me” was a popular slogan among a faction of the Corinthian 
church. But this attitude could not be further from the truth of the gospel. As William Barclay 
said, “The fact of the gospel is not that it makes us free to sin, but that it frees us not sin.”  
 
To bring this point home, let’s look at two more things Paul says we are in this passage:  
 

• Verse 15: You are a part of Christ’s body. Paul will expand this metaphor much further 
in a few chapters, when he talks about how spiritual gifts serve the body of Christ (1 
Corinthians 12), but for now let’s just look at the impact this statement has on our 
behavior. Our behavior can be guided by one simple question: Are we doing something 
with our bodies that we could not imagine Christ doing with His body? If we are, then 
stop it!  

• Verse 19: You are a sanctuary of the Holy Spirit. A sanctuary is a holy place. We grew 
up thinking the church is God’s house. But according to this verse, your body is God’s 
house. So here is another question to guide our behavior: Are you doing something with 
your body that you could not imagine doing in church? If you are, then stop it!  

• Verse 19-20: You are not your own, you were bought at a price. All of the sins listed in 
verses 9-11 have this in common: they are self-serving, self-gratifying, and ultimately, 
self-destructive. And the truth is, “self” ought to be a non-issue for believers. We don’t 
belong to ourselves anymore. God bought us at a terrible price: the precious blood of His 
Son, Jesus.  

 
Because of this, our response has to be to run from all kinds of immorality (v. 18). This isn’t 
easy, but it can be done. How do we know this? We know this by understanding what Paul 
says we will be. Let’s look at this together.  
 

3. What We Will Be (v. 14) 
 
In verse 14, Paul says, “God raised up the Lord and will also raise us up by His power.” At first, 
it’s not clear what this truth has to do with anything that Paul has been talking about. But realize 
that this verse provides the key to running from sexual immorality, breaking the cycle of 
addiction, and freedom from the bondage of homosexuality: 
 
Christ was raised by the power of God, and we will be raised up as well. Raised at the 
resurrection? Absolutely. But I believe this verse also teaches us that we can be raised up from a 
lifestyle of sin by that same power. Beth Moore said it this way:  
 

Can you think of any need you might have that would require more strength than God 
exercised to raise the dead? Me either. . .God can restore life and purpose to those who 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com 
 

have given up. He can forgive and purify the volest sinner. You have no need that exceeds 
His power. (Believing God, p. 11) 
 

It’s tempting to look at these “lifestyle sins” in verse 9-11 and believe there is no hope. That 
there are some patterns of sin that are too great to overcome. But maybe we should ask 
ourselves, 

• Which is more difficult—to get out of an adulterous relationship or to get out of the grave? 
• Which is more difficult—to get back to sobriety or to get back to breathing? 
• Which is more difficult—to stop being gay or to stop being dead?  

The power that raised Christ from the dead is available and accessible to us to help us rise up 
from the sin that is entangling us.  
 
James Jackson is the editor of Bible Studies For Life: Adults (KJV) and teaches and preaches 
regularly at his church. He and his wife Trish live in Franklin, TN with their two sons.  


