
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session Two: Ready to Help the Poor 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 “Developing a Heart for the Poor” 
 
Scripture: Matt. 25:31-33, 41-45  
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Crisis is designed to help 
equip God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session Two is called 
“Ready to Help the Poor,” and is based on Deuteronomy 15:7-11. The Point of the study is 
“Demonstrate God’s heart for the poor.” 
 
These theme based sermon outlines reinforce the themes of the small group studies but use 
different scripture passages. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the topic without repeating 
the small group study.  
 
Introduction 

 
Mother Teresa understood God’s heart for the poor when she began her ministry to the “poorest 
of the poor” in Calcutta. As a young nun, one day she approached a dying, decaying man lying in 
the street. In him, she recognized “the distressing disguise” of Jesus. She then held the infested 
man and helped him drink a cup of water. When he whispered, “Why are you helping me?” she 
answered, “Because I love you. I see Jesus in you.” 
 
Mother Teresa loved the poor. Jesus loved the poor. Do we love the poor? 
 
God’s heart breaks for the poor. While caring for the poor is not the basis of our eternal 
salvation, Jesus made caring for the poor a critical component in our walk with him.  
 
God’s concern for the poor is woven throughout Scripture. An astounding 210 verse in the New 
International Version use the words poor or oppressed. Many include specific commands to 
protect the poor or warnings against exploiting them.   
 
Three overarching biblical truths capture the essence of God’s heart for the poor.  
 
1. God exalts the poor 

 
Repeatedly the Bible lifts up the poor. For example, in the Old Testament we read, “He raises the 
poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the garbage pile. He seats them with noblemen and 
gives them a throne of honor” (1 Sam. 2:8 HCSB). The Psalmist recorded, “I know that the LORD 
upholds the just cause of the poor, justice for the needy” (Psalm 140:12 HCSB). Over and over 
the Bible speaks of God’s commitment to uphold the cause of those who are impoverished and 
unable to free themselves from the yoke of oppression. Throughout history God acts to exalt the 
cause of the poor and the oppressed. 
 
2. God sometimes opposes and judges the rich and the powerful.  

 
The song of Mary included these unsettling words: “My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord 
. . . He has satisfied the hungry with good things but sent the rich away empty” (Luke 1:46, 53 
HCSB). James uttered this stern warning: “Come now, you rich people! Weep and wail over the 
misery that are coming on you” (James 5:1 HCSB). 
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God sees wealth as a gift as long as we steward it and share it to help others. Poor people are not 
given a more privileged position due to their lack of wealth than wealthy people. The problem 
comes when the rich oppress the poor people to gain their wealth or when the rich fail to use 
their wealth to help the needy.  
 
Wealth often hardens the heart rather than creating generous people. God desires that we work 
hard and create wealth in just ways. That wealth is a blessing—both for the worker and it can be 
a blessing to the poor as it is shared. God desires that the wealthy act generously toward the poor. 
 
3. God’s people are to share his concern for the poor. 

 
God identifies so strongly with the poor that caring for them is almost like helping God. 
“Kindness to the poor is a loan to the LORD, and He will give a reward to the lender” (Prov. 
19:17 HCSBV). The opposite is true, too. “The one who oppresses the poor insults their Maker” 
(Prov. 14:31 HCSB). Jesus’ words are harsher still. To those who do not feed the hungry and 
clothe the naked, he promises a terrible judgment: “Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the 
eternal fire prepared for the Devil and his angels” (Matt. 25:41 HCSB). The apostle John issued 
the same stark warning: “If anyone has this world’s goods and sees his brother in need but shuts 
off his compassion from him—how can God’s love reside in him?” (1 John 3:17 HCSB).  
 
Knowing God is inseparable from caring for the poor. Christian social action speaker Tony 
Campolo goes so far to say that a lack of service to the poor is grounds for “questioning a 
person’s very Christianity.”  
 
Jesus cared about the poor. All one has to do is look at what he said and what he did. Ron Sider, 
author of Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger, wrote, “But when today’s poor look at the 
church, they have strong reasons to doubt that we are very serious about following Jesus’ 
example. Unless prosperous believer match God’s concern for the poor, our testimony as his 
people will lack credibility and power.” 
 
The poor of the world need Jesus. They need to see that the God who sent his Son to die for their 
sins also cares about their poverty, hates injustice, and invites them to become coworkers in his 
kingdom. Believers play an important role in pointing people to Jesus, but being his hands, his 
feet, and his voice in the world.  
 
Here are a few practical steps you can take to exhibit God’s heart toward the poor. 
 

1. Pray. Commit to pray each day for the poor. Begin with, “Lord Jesus, teach me to share 
your love for the poor,” then pray about the needs you’re aware of. 
 

2. Serve. Look for ways to help, serve, and get to know someone in need. God will begin 
answering your prayer almost immediately. 

 
3. Give. Be generous with your time, talents, resources, and money in helping those less 

fortunate.  
 
In the end, do Christians need to be compassionate toward the poor? A better question is: can we 
be Christians without being compassionate toward the poor? Jesus would say no. 
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