
 

Sermon Series: Ready: Ministering to Those in Crisis 
To be used with: Session One: Ready When Injustice Prevails 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The God Who is Concerned 
Scripture: Exodus 23 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Ready: Ministering Life to Those in Criss is designed to help equip 
God’s people to serve those who are experiencing different crisis. Session One seeks to provide 
answers for those feeling the weight of injustice. Because the session will be used in many 
churches on Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, there is a strong theme of the rights of the unborn 
in the session. The Point of the study is “God calls us to defend those who can’t defend 
themselves.” 
 
These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 
explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 
without repeating the small group study.  
 
Introduction:  
 
Most of us can sing the first verse of “The Star Spangled Banner.” (Or if we can’t sing it, we at 
least know the words!) But did you know that there are actually two verses? In the second verse, 
Francis Scott Key stressed the truth that we can always trust in our God. Keep in mind, Key was 
held captive on a British ship in Chesapeake Bay during the Battle of Baltimore in 1814, and 
listen to the words of this verse: 
 

“Oh! thus be it ever, when freemen shall stand 
Between their loved homes and the war’s desolation! 
Blest with victory and peace, may the heav’n rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 
 
Then conquer we must, when our cause it is just, 
And this be our motto: "IN GOD IS OUR TRUST." 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave!”  
 

And this be our motto: "In God is our trust."  
-Trust in the Lord! 
 
1. The Lord is concerned about justice (vv. 1-8). 
 
These verses remind us again that our God is a just God, and this reality should affect all of our 
relationships. God cares about how we treat Him, and how we treat other people. Keep in mind 
that our passage this morning is part of a much larger series of instructions God gave His people, 
beginning with the Ten Commandments in Chapter 20, and continuing with the right way to treat 
slaves in Chapter 21. The slavery described in chapter 21 was very different from the slavery 
once practiced in our own country. Old Testament slavery was voluntary. Poor people sometimes 
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sold themselves for a temporary period of time to keep their families from starving. And God 
wanted these slaves treated kindly. 
 
Slavery from the 1600 to 1800’s was very different. African warlords and kidnappers sold 
captives to Europeans. The captives were usually force-marched to coastal ports on the west 
coast of Africa, where they were held for sale to the European or American slave traders.  
 
Historians estimate that between 9 and 12 million slaves arrived in the New World. Typical slave 
ships contained several hundred slaves. Between 2 to 4 million slaves died on the infamous 
“middle passage” between Africa and the Americas. 
 
But in Exodus 21:16, the Lord told Moses, "He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is 
found in his hand, shall surely be put to death Our God is a righteous God! -- He cares about the 
way we treat slaves. 
 
2. The Lord is concerned about honesty (vv. 1-3) 
 
This is the main focus in the opening verses of Exodus 23:1-3: 
 

 “You must not spread a false report. Do not join[a] the wicked to be a malicious witness. 
2 “You must not follow a crowd in wrongdoing. Do not testify in a lawsuit and go along 
with a crowd to pervert justice. 3 Do not show favoritism to a poor person in his lawsuit. 

 
And again in vs. 6-8: 
 

6 “You must not deny justice to a poor person among you in his lawsuit. 7 Stay far away 
from a false accusation. Do not kill the innocent and the just, because I will not justify the 
guilty. 8 You must not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and corrupts the 
words[c] of the righteous.  

 
Our God is a righteous God, so He wants us to be honest and trustworthy in the way we treat 
other people. He cares about sincerity.  
 
3.  The Lord is concerned about your enemies (vv. 4-5) 
 
There are times when being obedient to God’s commands concerning justice will go against our 
natural inclinations. We see this in verses 4-5:  
 
4 “If you come across your enemy’s stray ox or donkey, you must return it to him. 
5 “If you see the donkey of someone who hates you lying helpless under its load, and you want to 
refrain from helping it, you must help with it. 
 
God acknowledges what we might want to do. We see our obnoxious neighbor, the one who 
voted for the other guy in the last election, broken down on the side of the road in the pouring 
rain. And we want to say, “serves him right.” But following Jesus often means laying aside what 
comes naturally, and striving toward what only comes supernaturally by the renewing of our 
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mind (Romans 12:2). 
 
4. The Lord is concerned about strangers (v. 9) 
 
God mentioned the proper treatment of strangers back in Exodus 22:21, where He said: “You 
shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt.”  
 
Now in Exodus 23:9, the Lord stressed again: 9 You must not oppress a foreign resident; you 
yourselves know how it feels to be a foreigner because you were foreigners in the land of Egypt. 
 
These commands demonstrate the goodness of God over and over again. 
 
5. The Lord is concerned about the details (vv. 27-30) 
 
Without a doubt, we can trust that the Lord is a righteous God. But the rest of Exodus 23 shows 
us that He is also an intensely practical God. We get a sense of this truth in vs. 27-30, where the 
Lord said: 
 

27 “I will cause the people ahead of you to feel terror[l] and throw into confusion all the 
nations you come to. I will make all your enemies turn their backs to you in retreat. 28 I 
will send the hornet[m] in front of you, and it will drive the Hivites, Canaanites, and 
Hittites away from you. 29 I will not drive them out ahead of you in a single year; 
otherwise, the land would become desolate, and wild animals would multiply against 
you. 30 I will drive them out little by little ahead of you until you have become 
numerous[n] and take possession of the land. 

 
 
I love that part of God’s plan! He was taking care of the details. God wasn’t going to put more 
on the Children of Israel than they could bear. And He won’t put more on you than you can bear. 
 
“Little by little” the Lord said. God was watching the little things, and it reminded me of Jesus’ 
words about the sparrow in Luke 12:6-7: 
 

6 “Are not five sparrows sold for two copper coins? And not one of them is forgotten 
before God.  
7 But the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you are of more 
value than many sparrows.” 
 

So we sing these words: 
“Why should I feel discouraged, why should the shadows come, 
Why should my heart be lonely, and long for heaven and home, 
When Jesus is my portion? My constant friend is He: 
His eye is on the sparrow, and I know He watches me; 
 
I sing because I’m happy, 
I sing because I’m free, 
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For His eye is on the sparrow, 
And I know He watches me.”  
 
Exodus 23 reminds us that we can always trust in the Lord. Let’s trust Him as we go to God in 
prayer. 
 
Adapted from “Moses on the Mountain With the Lord” Sermon by Rick Crandall, pastor of 
Grayson Baptist Church, Grayson, LA. On Sermoncentral.com 
 


