
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Five: Work Your Plan 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Give Till It Hurts 
 All In 
Scripture: Luke 9:23-25, Luke 23:44-46 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six-session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These them-based sermon outlines will cover the topics as are 
being studied in the small groups, but will use a different Scripture passage. This will allow you 
as the pastor to reinforce the session without covering the same ground as your small group 
leaders.  
 
Session 5 is called “Put Your Money to Work” The Point of the session is, “Our generous giving 
should glorify God and reflect Christ’s giving.” 
 
Connection to Unit Theme: Within our churches across the United States and the world there 
are many believers who give to the cause of Christ with their time, talent, and treasure. However, 
Christ sets the example for us in sacrificial giving with his very own life. Certainly Christ gave 
till it hurt and through that example we are also to give until it becomes a sacrifice and not just a 
feel good moment.  
 
Introduction: When was a time in your life that you had to give up something you really wanted 
for the good of someone else or the family? [For example, in my family I have always wanted a 
hot tub but for 23 years now there have always been more important things that my wife, family, 
or others have needed that have taken precedence over my own desires] Each of us in our lives 
have had at times possessions we either want or really enjoy having and then a need arises that 
causes us to have to sacrifice that “thing” - whatever it is. When that time has come for you what 
was your response, how hard was it to sacrifice for the good of the family or maybe even 
someone outside the family? Jesus sets the tone for our sacrifice early on in a conversation he 
has with his disciples in the book of Luke. Let’s find out together what he says. 
 
I. The call is to sacrifice (Luke 9:23) 

Jesus is found in this narrative speaking with his disciples whom he has called to minister 
alongside him. He is teaching them about his impending sacrifice and the sacrifice he is calling 
all of his followers into. So Jesus says that to follow him means walking in the path of the cross. 
Disciples are like their teacher. Whether that path involves "taking up the cross," or "losing one's 
life," disciples need to understand that life in the world will not involve an easy trip into glory.  

The essence of sacrifice is humility before God. That humility expresses itself as self-denial. 
Taking up the cross daily and following Jesus means approaching ministry in the world as he 
did. He served and gave of himself daily, even to publicly bearing rejection on the cross (Acts 
5:30; Gal 3:13). The Savior bore rejection and death for others, and the disciple must follow in 
the same path of sacrifice. We must be prepared to accept rejection as a given. 
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The call to follow Jesus as the example he himself set is one of sacrificial service to others for 
the sake of the gospel using every resource available to achieve kingdom victory and growth. 
Through his sacrifice he demonstrated consistent faithfulness. 
 
II. The sacrifice is consistent 

Jesus turns his attention in the narrative to a timing element that is to be adhered to if we want to 
be disciples who truly follow Christ. He previously set the tone for sacrifice and now he sets the 
tone for when that sacrifice is to be lived out and that is “daily” (vs.23).  
 
This is in contrast to the world’s attitude of sacrifice. What we experience in this world is a 
sacrifice of convenience; most people - even many believers - only sacrifice when it’s convenient 
for them to do so or there is going to be some kind of personal gain in reputation or position as a 
reward for the sacrifice. It’s not completely out of the ordinary for a non-believer to engage in 
self-sacrifice but to do so on a daily basis and to expect nothing in return is truly a supernatural 
occurrence powered by the Holy Spirit. This daily sacrifice is not without its instruction or “how-
to” manual. Jesus instructs his disciples to “follow me” indicating that they should imitate what 
he does in his personal life to be able to obtain a schedule of daily sacrifice. So what do we know 
of Jesus’ life that allowed him to succeed in this lifestyle of sacrifice? 
 
1. Prayer: Luke 5:16 reads, "But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed." Jesus 

understood the value of praying alone. Psalm 46:10 reads, "Be still, and know that I am 
God." Sometimes it's important for us to "be still" before God, but the only way to do this, 
especially with our hectic schedules, is to do so alone with God. There is power in prayer as 
evidenced in Psalm 107:28-30, Matthew 21:22, & Mark 9:29. Author & theologian John 
Bunyan said this of prayer “Prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge 
for Satan.”  (Mr. Bunyan’s Dying Sayings by John Bunyan, 1861) 

2. Fasting: At times specific to the need, Jesus would fast for a clear and undistracted 
commitment to the task at hand such as in the case of being tempted by satan in the dessert 
(Mt 4:1-11). Like Jesus we are to choose to fast when faced with a task or a sacrifice that 
demands our undivided attention because of the spiritual attack associated with it. 

3. Obedience: It is clear in scripture that obedience to the principals and commands found 
within its pages (the very breath of God) is of paramount importance and what generates 
power in the believer’s life. Spurgeon writes of obedience and sacrifice:  

“Moreover, Brothers and Sisters, to obey is better than sacrifice in the matter of caring 
for the sick and needy of all classes. There are no nobler words in our language than 
those inscribed on so many walls—“Supported by voluntary contributions.” But all these 
homes of mercy and healing become evils to ourselves though they are blessings to the 
distressed, if we contribute of our wealth to their financial support and neglect personally 
to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, to feed the hungry, to care for the 
sick, and do not, like the Master, go about doing good. Give as God has given to you; but 
remember God acts as well as gives. “Go you and do likewise.” Sacrifice, but also obey. 

Obedience and sacrifice go hand in hand and both complement and empower one another. 
When sacrifice is put above obedience it is then that our spiritual priorities are out of balance.  
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III. The sacrifice is consuming 

Jesus explains that to seek to preserve one's life will result in its loss, while giving one's life up 
will lead to its being saved. The remark's context is crucial. During Jesus' ministry, anyone 
concerned about maintaining his or her reputation in the religious sects would never come to 
Jesus, given the developing official rejection of Christ. Someone whose life and reputation in the 
public’s eye was primary would never want to come to Jesus. But if they gave up a life of 
popularity and acceptance to come to Jesus, they would gain deliverance. Jesus understood that 
trusting in God meant a departure from the security the world offers: “Whoever loses his life for 
me will save it.” 

Jesus' explanation now goes a level deeper by probing the issue of gain and looking at the 
question spiritually. One can possess the world but lose one's soul and thus have nothing 
spiritually. By implication, it is far more preferable to sacrifice your life to the cause of Christ 
and gain one's soul. Jesus made a similar commitment himself, when he turned down Satan's 
offer of all the power in the world (Lk 4:5-8). 

So Jesus exhorts his disciples not to be ashamed of the Son of Man. The mention of shame 
reveals Jesus' concern about the persecution that will come to those who identify with him. In 
ancient Middle Eastern culture, personal shame was to be avoided at all costs. However, to suffer 
shame while serving God can be a badge of honor, if one is in God's will (1 Cor 4:9-13).  
Therefore, the call of sacrifice is to go “all in” and be consumed for the cause of Christ while 
living in the world but not of it.  
 
Conclusion: With the evidence presented in scripture it is a clear understanding that we are left 
with. We are to work and give as Christ did. As an example, He gave all - even his very life - in 
obedience to the Father. What does our commitment to sacrifice look like? Do we give till it 
hurts or do we only give to receive acclaim or prestige? Do we work at taking advantage of every 
opportunity to advance the gospel?  
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