
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Five: Work Your Plan 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Why Give? 
 The Heart of Giving 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 9:6-13 
 

 
Connection To Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 5 is called “Put Your Money to Work.” The 
Point of the session is “Generous giving should glorify God and reflect Christ’s giving.”  
 
Many of us miss the forest for the trees when it comes to giving. We create budgets, look up 
verses on money, and get someone to hold us accountable in our giving. But if we are not careful 
we could turn giving into one more duty to check off our list. God wants us to want to give.  
 
Introduction:  
[Consider paraphrasing this quote] Tim Keller writes, “There have been times when people have 
come to me as their pastor, and asked about ‘tithing,’ giving away a tenth of their annual income. 
They notice that in the Old Testament there are many clear commands that believers should give 
away 10 percent. But in the New Testament, specific, quantitative requirements for giving are 
less prominent. They often asked my, ‘You don’t think that now, in the New Testament, 
believers are absolutely required to give away ten percent, do you?’ I shake my head no, and 
they give a sigh of relief. But then I quickly add, ‘I’ll tell you why you don’t see the tithing 
requirement laid out clearly in the New Testament. Think. Have we received more of God’s 
revelation, truth, and grace than the Old Testament believers, or less?’ Usually there is 
uncomfortable silence. ‘Are we more ‘debtors to grace’ than they were, or less? Did Jesus ‘tithe’ 
his life and blood to save us or did he give it all?’ Tithing is a minimum standard for Christian 
believers. We certainly wouldn’t want to be in a position of giving away less of our income than 
those who had so much less of an understanding of of what God did to save them” (Counterfeit 
Gods, 62).  
 
In short, the more we know of God’s grace, the more we should give. This perspective on money 
is on full display in our text today. We looked last discussed remaining faithful in our giving. 
Now we need to go deeper, to the heart of giving. Let’s read our passage.  
 
[Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-13]  
 
This text moves beyond the nuts and bolts of giving, and offers us a glorious vision of money 
and possessions. We see here not merely that we should give generously, by why we should give 
generously. Let’s consider the reasons together.  
 
1: Generous Giving Edifies The Giver (vv. 6-11). 
 
In verse 6 Paul appeals to the law of sowing and reaping (cf. Gal. 6:7-9). Whatever one sows, 
that will he reap. If we sow squash, we will in fact reap squash. Paul applies this to the financial 
realm and indicates that generous sowing results in bountiful reaping. On the other hand, miserly 
sowing results in a sparse harvest. By appealing to the blessing they will receive, he hopes to stir 
their affections toward generosity. In addition he promises that as they give cheerfully (v.7) and 
bountifully, they will experience God’s grace in deeper and more powerful ways (v.8-9). His 
point is that generous giving not only blesses others, it also blesses us! 
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This idea aligns perfectly with the words of the Lord Jesus, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). Givers are blessed even more than those who receive the gift. This means 
we have an incredible incentive to give and to give bountifully. We not only bless and serve 
others, but we also receive the blessing of seeing God work in our own lives for our edification. 
And while we must be careful to avoid some unbiblical get-rich-quick scheme, we can expect 
God to provide for us and meet our physical needs. In short, giving is just as much for us as it is 
for those who receive from us. Proverbs 3 promises “Honor the LORD with your wealth and 
with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats 
will be bursting with wine” (Prov. 3:9-10). Of course we know there are seasons when the 
harvest is not as plentiful as we’d like. But this is a challenge for us to honor God with our 
money, and then fully depend on Him to provide for us and multiply our ability to give (v.10).  
 
Application: Is this how you think about giving? Is your heart reluctant and begrudging when 
you give, or is it cheerful knowing you will receive a blessing from the Lord?  
 
2: Generous Giving Exalts God (vv. 7, 11, 12, 13) 
The ultimate motivation for giving generously is the glory of God. Four statements in our 
passage indicate that giving exalts and magnifies our God. Paul says: “God loves a cheerful 
giver” (v.7), “which through us will produce thanksgiving to God” (v.11), “overflowing in many 
thanksgivings to God” (v.12), and “they will glorify God because of your submission” (v.13). At 
the heart of true giving is a passion to exalt the Ultimate Giver, God Himself. In fact, when we 
give, we are most like God. Of course we know that His greatest gift was His own precious Son, 
Jesus Christ. John tells us that God showed His love for the world by giving His only Son (Jn. 
3:16). Paul said God will give us all things since He did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up 
for us all (Rom. 8:32).   
 
Regardless of what we get in return for our giving, magnifying our God is the greatest reason to 
give. God is not after our reluctant and resentful giving. He wants us to be cheerful and grateful 
as we give. We should smile as we write our checks. We should jump at any chance we have to 
give, if we have the means. We should teach our children the joy of living, not for ourselves, but 
for the God who supplies all good things. Make no mistake, giving is a huge part of our walk 
with God. Nothing should make us more joyful and generous than knowing that we are bringing 
pleasure to our Father as we give generously. Jonathan Edwards fourth resolution sums this up 
well: “Resolved, never to do any manner of thing, whether in soul or body, less or more, but 
what tends to the glory of God, nor be, nor suffer it, if I can possibly avoid it” (Resolutions, #4).  
 
Application: Is the glory of God your main motivation for giving? How might this idea change 
how you are currently giving? Let us grapple with how our giving makes much of our great God.  
 
3: Generous Giving Encourages The Body (vv.12-13). 
 
The gift from the Corinthians supplied the needs for the poor Christians in Jerusalem (v.12) and 
gave them reason to glory in God (v.13). While giving to this ministry benefited the Corinthians 
themselves, and glorified God, Paul did not want to make light of the fact that real needs existed. 
They were in a place to meet those needs, and Paul wanted to see that the effort came to fruition. 
So while giving is certainly for us, as stated, we must not downplay that we greatly benefit the 
body of Christ when we are generous. 
 
Martin Luther said, “God doesn’t need your good works, but your neighbor does” (Quoted in: 
God At Work, 12). The way God ordains to meet some needs is through other people. In 
Galatians 6:2 Paul said, “Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. For if 
anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself.” In other words, if 
someone doesn’t bear the burdens of others, he is walking in self-deception. God intends for us 
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to bear the burdens of others and meet their needs, as we have opportunity (9:7). This is why 
generosity goes beyond just giving. We must have the kind of spirit that is prepared to give as 
the need arises. Both James and John warn us that real faith is seen through meeting physical 
needs (James 2:15-17; 1Jn. 3:17).  
 
Application: What needs are before you right now that you are able to meet? What is preventing 
you from meeting them? Will you take the needed risk to see that these needs are met?  
 
Conclusion Idea: Today we have looked at the heart of giving. This is the biblical vision for 
money that we hope to have. Let us close by reading the words Paul wrote to Timothy 
concerning money and possessions. Listen for the themes we have discussed today. “As for the 
rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty 
of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to 
be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share thus storing up treasure for themselves 
as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life” (1 Tim. 
6:17-19). 
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