
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Four: Put Your Money to Work 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Joy of Keeping Promises 
 Using Your Money For Good 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:10-15; 9:1-5 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce the session without repeating it. 
 
Session 4 is called “Put Your Money to Work” The Point of the session is “Be ready to give as 
the need arises.” 
 
The small group session helps us to understand the importance of helping others. This sermon 
provides several applications for what to do when we have made a commitment to use our 
money for good. 

 
Introduction: John Wesley’s mantra was simple: Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you 
can. That is not bad advice. For the most part, most people emphasize the first part, try hard at 
the second part, and fail miserably at the third part.  

 
The church in Corinth had not given all they could or all they had promised to support the relief 
offering for the poor Christians in Judea. Like many people, they had made promises, but they 
had failed to keep them. In fact, an entire year had gone by without them giving to the cause. 
What caused their delay? Like so many today, it was their spiritual apathy and misplaced 
priorities.  

 
Paul appealed to the Corinthian church to follow through on their commitment. He did not 
command them, but does give them authoritative counsel. He sought to motivate them to follow 
through on their promise. He provided several sound principles to apply in putting one’s money 
to work. 

 
I. Finish what you start (8:10-11). 

 
The Corinthians had promised to give a year before, but they had not followed through (8:10). 
Paul was saying, “Follow through on your promise; finish what your started.” He applauded 
them for making a commitment in the first place, but now sought to motivate them to complete 
it. Paul subtly communicated that talk is cheap; now was the time to produce.  

 
The old adage is true: The road to hell is paved with good intentions. 

 
The application is threefold: one, if you begin something, finish it. Two, to start and not to finish 
accomplishes nothing. Three, no credit is given by making a promise only by finishing the task. 
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II. Share what you can (8:12-13). 
 
The phrase “according to what a person has” literally means “out of what you have” and parallels 
the phrase in 8:3, “according to their means.” Paul was not asking them to give as the 
Macedonians did and go beyond their means. He was not asking them to give as the widow gave 
her two mites or all that she had in Jesus’ presence. He was simply asking them to give 
according to their means, to share what they can. He was not trying to overburden them or to put 
them in a disadvantaged situation. His request was not unreasonable. He reminded them that 
there may come a time when the tables were turned and they would need assistance, too. Paul is 
appealing to equity or fairness. 

 
Two principles emerge from Paul’s counsel. One, one is to give in proportion to what one has. 
Two, one is to give on the basis of equity so that each has enough. We can share with others and 
still have enough.  

 
The question is who does the equalizing? God does. God intends that there be fairness in the 
distribution of what people need to live. They will lose nothing in sharing with their needy 
brothers and sisters in Christ. But they will face God’s judgment if they keep for themselves a 
surplus that could have been used to help others needing assistance. 

 
III. Live on what you got (8:15). 
 
Paul used the miracle of manna as an illustration of this principle. No matter how much manna 
the Jews gathered each day during their trek through the wilderness from Egypt to the Promise 
Land, they always had what they needed. What they got was what they needed and it was 
sufficient for that day. No one had a surplus; no one had a shortage. Those who tried to hoard the 
manna discovered that it was impossible, because the manna would decay and smell.  
 
The manna principle occurs in the Lord’s Prayer: “Give us this day our daily bread.” We are to 
learn to live each day with what has been provided.  
 
The problem occurs when we begin to hoard, and to live beyond our means. Then we become 
selfish. We fail to see the hurts and needs of others because we are more concerned about what 
we can keep for ourselves.  

 
IV. Give what you promised (9:1-5). 
 
Paul returned to his main appeal. He tactfully said that he did not need to say anything more 
about their giving to this relief fund. But once again he appealed to their readiness (v. 1), to their 
zeal (v. 2), to their pride (vv. 3-4). If the Macedonians came for an offering and the Corinthian 
believers weren’t ready to give it would be an embarrassment to Paul and to the Corinthian 
church. 
 
Paul did not see anything wrong or unspiritual about asking people to give what they had 
promised. He expected them to keep their promise.  
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If people make promises to pay off a car loan or a home mortgage or credit card bills, then it 
certainly out to be acceptable to expect commitments and promises to be kept that are made to 
God and his church.  
 
Promises made are promises kept. Let’s keep the promises we make to other believers and to 
God. 
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have  
one child.  


