
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Three: What We Work For 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Giving Grace 
 The Grace of Giving 
Scripture: 2 Corinthians 8:1-9 
 

 
Connection To Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 3 is called “What We Work For.” The Point of 
the session is “Support God’s kingdom work with your income.”  
 
We are in a series on work and productivity, which inevitably requires us to discuss money and 
possessions. We work to receive income for many reasons, but one of the primary reasons is to 
meet the needs of others and to advance the Gospel in the world.  
 
Introduction:  
 
[Read 2 Corinthians 8:1-9] 
 
C.S. Lewis said, “I do not believe one can settle how much we ought to give. I am afraid the only 
safe rule is to give more than we can spare. In other words, if our expenditure on comforts, 
luxuries, amusement, etc., is up to the standard common among those with the same income as 
our own, we are probably giving away too little. If our giving does not at all pinch or hamper us, 
I should say it is too small. There ought to be things we should like to do and cannot because our 
commitment to giving excludes them” (Mere Christianity, 81). 
 
This view of money and giving is a foreign concept to many in our culture, unfortunately even 
among Christians. But the generosity of the Macedonian Christians in 2 Corinthians 8 is a 
wonderful example of how believers should understand and handle money. What can we learn 
from this text about giving that shape our view of money and ultimately our view of work? Let’s 
consider four truths we see in this text about giving.  
 
1: Give From God’s Grace (vv.1-4) 
 
This account of the Macedonian Christians is an extraordinary response to the Gospel. Let’s read 
verse 2 again, “For in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.” Despite their poverty and their own 
afflictions, they have beyond their means to see to the needs of the saints. What must be noted 
however is that Paul viewed this as “the grace of God that has been given among the churches of 
Macedonia” (v.1). This was the grace of God in action. The Macedonians no doubt understood 
this as well. Verse 4 says they begged the apostles “earnestly for the favor [lit: “grace”] of taking 
part in the relief of the saints.”  
 
Giving requires grace. Our hearts are not naturally inclined toward generosity. God must reach 
down and put into our hearts a desire and passion to give, otherwise we will hoard everything to 
ourselves or our giving will merely be a begrudging duty. While on the one hand we should not 
wait for God to give us good feelings about giving before we give, but we must recognize that 
left to ourselves, we will not be very generous. We should beg God for the grace to give—and 
want to give—in this way.  
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Application: Is giving difficult for you, even when you have money available? Or is your giving 
merely dutiful and mechanical? Only grace can make you overflow with generosity. Will you 
ask God for the grace and courage to be generous?  
 
2: Give Yourself To God (v.5) 
 
This glorious display of generosity is explained in verse 5 of our passage. Even surprising the 
Apostle Paul they “gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us” (v.5). 
This is perhaps the most important factor in giving, God’s ownership of everything. The 
Macedonians recognized that they belonged to God and therefore fully surrendered themselves to 
Him.  
 
Before we can become generous we must recognize that we do not own anything. “The earth is 
the Lord’s and the fulness thereof” (Ps. 24:1). We belong to God. He created us. We are not our 
own. He redeemed us, He provides for us, and we can trust Him with all that we are and all that 
we have. However, the lie we often believe is that we own everything. Oxford Dictionaries 
announced that the word of the year for 2013 is selfie. A selfie is a photo someone takes of 
themselves. Commenting on this announcement, Tim Challies says, “We are the selfie 
generation. The selfie is the inevitable result of a world of customization, a world of self, a world 
of carefully crafting an online identity in which we are sovereign, in which we are our 
own gatekeepers” (http://www.challies.com/articles/the-word-of-the-year#keep-reading). But the 
Bible demands that we submit ourselves to the One True God, only then can we become 
generous. 
 
Application: Are you recognizing God’s ownership of everything? Do you see how this can free 
us and make us more generous? Will you give yourself first to God?  
 
3: Grow in Giving (vv. 6-7) 
 
Paul now turns to the Corinthians and how they should learn from the Macedonians. He sent 
Titus to them to continue the collection of the funds (v.6) and encouraged them to excel in the 
grace of giving (v.7). While Paul did not want to force them to give to the relief efforts of the 
church, he did want them to excel in this area.  
 
The question of how much Christians should give is constantly debated. Many Christians think 
10% is the least we should give, while others think it is the most we should give. This text, 
however, moves us away from percentages to our heart. Whatever the number we give, we 
should be growing in giving, just as we grow in other areas such as faith, speech, knowledge, 
earnestness, and love (v.7).  
 
Application: Many of us do not consider giving as an area needing growth. Have you considered 
this? In what ways can you excel in giving? While this could mean giving more, it could also 
mean  giving to different needs. Let’s pray for growth in this area.  
 
4: Glory In The Gospel (vv.8-9) 
 
In the final verses of our passage, Paul addresses the heart of the Corinthians. He could 
command them, but he wants their love to be genuine and sincere. To accomplish this, he points 
them to the Gospel. He says, “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (v.9). 
Paul has in mind the Incarnation. Jesus experienced the riches of the glory of the Father and yet 
put aside His glory to dwell among us and die in our place (Jn. 1:1, 14; Phil. 2:5-11). 
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Ultimately, this is what drives our giving. Paul is incredibly insightful here. He does not use guilt 
to urge them to give, nor does he exercise his rights and power as an apostle to command them. 
Rather, he points them to the only thing that can change our hearts—the Gospel. Once we see, in 
our minds eye, the poverty of Jesus on our behalf, we can give. We can trust Him fully that if He 
died for us, He will sustain us financially and fulfill His purposes for us. In fact, the evidence 
Paul uses in Romans to prove that God is not against us, but for us, is the fact that He “did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all” (Rom. 8:32). The Gospel is the reason we can trust 
this God completely! 
 
Application: The more we understand the Gospel, the better we can give. Is the Gospel shaping 
and motivating your giving? Will you allow the glories of what Christ has done for us move you 
to compassion and generosity? 
 
Conclusion Idea: 
John Wesley said, “Earn as much as you can. Save as much as you can. Give as much as you 
can.” Many of us like the idea of earning and saving all we can. But Christians are called to give 
as much as they can. May this be true of us. 
 
Greg Breazeale (MDiv. New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, DMin. student at 
Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary) is senior pastor at Metro East Baptist Church in 
Wichita, KS. He and his wife Heather have two sons, Cross and Rhyse, and are expecting their 
third child in August. He blogs at yearnforgod.org. Twitter: @pastorbreaz. 
 


