
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session Two: Who We Work For 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 I Am Something More! 
 Are You Qualified to Be a Disciple? 
Scripture: Luke 5:1-11 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These theme-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
topics as are being studied in the small groups, but using different supporting Scriptures. This 
will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking about without 
“stealing their thunder.”  
 
Session 2 is called “Who We Work For.” The Point of the session is “Work for Christ.”  
 
Each day men and women all over the world engage in jobs that at times might leave them 
wondering if they are making a difference in the world.  They might even wonder if the company 
for whom they work is having a positive impact on the world. Many times those thoughts are 
reduced to the idea that, despite the circumstances at work, it at least provides a living. However, 
for the believer there is “work to do at work” and we cannot lose sight of the fact that our 
Heavenly Father wants us to engage in a deeper purpose at our place of employment. We are 
more than what we “do” and as believers should not merely be defined by our jobs in life. 
 
Introduction:  Open the message by sharing an interesting or funny story from an interview that 
you have had in your career. Connect with the audience in a vulnerable way. Transition by 
saying, “Every job has an interview process and we strive in our lives to be qualified for the jobs 
that we want to pursue.  Thus, there is a process of qualification. The same was true in Jesus’ day 
as we will see in our text from Luke 5:1-11. 
 
I. The process of qualification The interview process is practiced to identify if the 

candidate for the job is actually qualified to hold the position. Jesus, too, had an interview 
process that we see unfolding in this narrative.  However, Christ’s interview process to 
determine qualification is in stark contrast to other rabbis of the day.  

 
• In Judaism, being a disciple was only transitional–a means to an end–with the ultimate 

goal of becoming a rabbi. For the disciples of Jesus, discipleship was not a step towards a 
promising career; the following of Jesus was in itself the fulfillment of destiny (Romans 
8:29-30). There is no graduation or official degree that completes our discipleship 
process. It is an ongoing process that continues until our last breath in this life and 
beyond (Philippians 3:7-14; 2 Peter 3:18). 

 
• Disciples of rabbis were simply students- nothing more. The disciples of Jesus were not 

only students, but also His servants who committed themselves to obeying Him and even 
suffering for His sake (Matthew 16:24-25; John 12:26). 
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• The Jewish rabbis stressed separation from non-Jews and those that were unclean. Jesus 
taught that loving our neighbor is equal to loving God–regardless of whether or not a 
person is a Jew (Read Matthew 22:37-40; Luke 10:30-37). 

 
Finally, let’s consider what may be the biggest contrast between Jesus’ disciples and the 
disciples of other rabbis. Most disciples wanted to identify with a rabbi in order gain greater 
standing within the religious community. But this wasn’t the case with the disciples Christ called. 
These men were not the best of the best; in fact, they were the exact opposite. These men were a 
ragtag collection of fishermen, tax collectors, former revolutionaries and just plain old sinners. It 
is very apparent that humility is the main difference between the men that Jesus called and the 
disciples of the Jewish rabbis (Luke 5:8-10).  
 
We see from Luke 5:8 that Simon knows that he is a sinner who is not worthy to experience the 
benefits of God's power and presence. There is no presumption that God owes him anything. 
Jesus, exemplifying God's grace, makes it clear that such a humble approach to God is exactly 
the kind of person that God will use. Jesus calls these fishermen to fish for people rather than the 
finned inhabitants of the seas.  
 
The good news in this is that whatever current circumstances or past actions  we may believe 
have disqualified us for service in the kingdom can be forgiven through a simple act of humble 
repentance and a renewed commitment to the practices of the qualified.  
 
II. The practice of the qualified 
 
The gathering of this unorthodox group of followers and the practices in which they engage 
serve to heighten opposition. Jesus' ways are not the ways of the Jewish leadership, nor are they 
the ways of a self-righteous elitism. He attracts those who know that they need God and know 
that Jesus has the authority to forgive their sin (5:24, 31-32). Just as the process of calling these 
new disciples was in contrast to other rabbis of the day, so too were the practices of Jesus’ 
disciples. 
 

• For the disciples of the rabbis, following the letter of the law was of prime importance. 
But for Jesus and His disciples, rules and regulations were not as important as caring for 
the human soul (Mark 2:1-12; 3:1-6). 

• The disciples of rabbis merely passed on their teachings to the people. The disciples of 
Jesus were called to be with Him (Mark 3:14) and be His witnesses (Acts 1:8). 

• In contrast, Jesus expected His disciples to renounce everything, not for the sake of the 
law, but for His sake alone (Matthew 10:37-39). In the New Covenant, Jesus is the center 
of the universe, not the law.  

 
As we reflect on these practices we are drawn to ask “Are these practices evident in my life”?  
 

• Do I care for my neighbors, co-workers, friends, and family - not just for their well being 
physically but for the condition of their eternal soul? 
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• Do I abide in Christ and spend time with him daily as part of my personal growth plan?  
Do I share with others the gift of Christ out of the overflow of my heart and what Christ 
is teaching me? 

• Have I abandoned my personal desires for the commands and desires of Christ with the 
knowledge that He will care for me in all that I do as my provider and sustainer in life? 

 
These daily practices are the source of our power and the difference that separates us from the 
world. They continue to keep us qualified for the higher calling and purpose in which we 
participate, no matter where we work, live, or play. It also keeps us in the presence of the One 
who qualifies us. 
 
III. The presence of the Qualifier 
 
A genuine meeting with Jesus alters an individual’s perspective. An encounter with God's power 
is no reason to be afraid, but rather an opportunity to approach him correctly, in faith and 
dependence.  
 

“Simon Peter realizes he has been brought into more than a successful commercial 
venture. God's messenger is in their midst, and the fisherman knows enough about God's 
holiness to know he is at risk. So Simon falls to his knees and confesses his unworthiness, 
asking Jesus to depart. He understands that sin produces distance between himself and 
God. Surely God wants nothing to do with a simple, sinful fisherman. Jesus should go, for 
Simon Peter is not worthy of the agent's presence. The size of the catch tells Simon and 
his companions that this event has been no accident. Jesus has taken Peter's humble faith 
and scared him to death with God's presence. But in the uncertainty that often surrounds 
faith comes the divine honoring of its presence and a calm voice that says, ‘Don't be 
afraid.’ Grace is active.” (IVP New Testament Commentary on Luke) 

 
Peter represents all of us. As believers our humility and awareness of sin do not disqualify us 
from service; they are the prerequisite for service. Our need is to have Jesus’ presence with us 
everyday and to respond to our Creator and even our circumstances with divine purpose.  
 
IV. The response of the qualified 
Peter’s response is the same as many other great servants of God like Isaiah and Jeremiah, who 
also bowed in humility when they were in God's presence (Is 6; Jer. 1:1-10). Jesus does not call 
those who think they can help God do his work. Jesus calls those who show humility before his 
power and presence.  
 
What is our response to Christ’s presence in our lives? Do we show the level and consistency of 
humility that is needed? Peter in his humility was able to engage in an even greater fishing 
expedition - to now fish in the sea of humanity’s need for salvation in Christ. What seas are you 
fishing in?  
 
Conclusion: In closing, we can clearly see in today’s conversation that although Peter’s job was 
that of a fisherman, there was a deeper purpose for his life that was revealed in the call and 
presence of Christ.  So today - no matter what title you’ve earned, or what position you hold, 
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there is a deeper purpose for you in the call and presence of Christ in your life as well. You are 
qualified through his power if you will humbly respond to it. What will be your legacy? History 
tells us that Peter went from fisherman to a fisher of men; what will it say about you? 
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Rogers, Arkansas with their two children, Victoria and Madison.  


