
 

Sermon Series: Productive: Finding Joy In What We Do 
To be used with: Session One: Good Work 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 The Joy of Work 
 Doing What God Wants You to Do 
Scripture: Genesis 1:28; 2:8-9, 15-17 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: Productive: Finding Joy in What We Do is a six session study on 
developing a Christian work ethic. These text-based sermon outlines will cover the same 
Scripture passages and topics as are being studied in the small groups, but with a different 
perspective. This will allow you as the pastor to reinforce what small group leaders are talking 
about, without “stealing their thunder.” Session 1 is called “Good Work.” The Point of the 
session is “Work is a gift from God, not a curse.”  
 
The small group session provides a biblical understanding of work. Work is good. This sermon 
reveals some practical applications that can change our view of work, bringing joy to what we 
do. 
 
Introduction: A young man, eager to make it to the top, went to a well-known millionaire 
businessman and asked him, what the number one reason for his success was. The businessman 
answered without hesitation, “Hard work.” After a lengthy pause, the young man asked, “What is 
the second reason?” 
 
Understanding work from a human perspective one would think that nothing good can be 
associated with work. The Bible’s understanding is quite different. We were designed by God to 
some type of work. And that work can be both fulfilling and fun.  
 
How can we regain that sense of joy as we work? 
 
I. God gives His people a model for work (1:1, 2:2). 
 
God, the Father, first revealed Himself in Scripture as a worker. In creating the world, God 
fashioned for six days before he rested. God called this activity work. God did not stop working 
after Creation. He continues to work, upholding the creation, meeting the many needs of His 
creatures, and working out His purposes. And, of course, He accomplished the great work of 
atonement at the cross. 
 
God is a worker. The fact that God calls what He does work and calls it good means that work 
must be significant, that it must have intrinsic value. 
 
II. God creates His people to be co-workers (2:15). 
 
From the very beginning of time God put humans to work in the most responsible position 
imaginable—as God’s agents on earth. Man was created not to work for himself, but to work as a 
coworker with God. Starting in the Garden of Eden, we are partners with God.  
 
Created in God’s image, we do something very Godlike when we work. Not only is God’s work 
significant; human work is significant, too. God ordains work. All legitimate work is an 
extension of God’s work. Legitimate work is that work that somehow contributes to what God 
wants done in the world. 
 
III. God equips His people to accomplish their tasks (1:28). 
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In addition to the status as co-workers, God provided both ability and equipment to work in the 
world. He provided His highest creation with a mind to think, a body to act, and a heart to feel.  
 
We use our spiritual gifts, natural talents, heartfelt passions, personal experiences to accomplish 
the job we have been assigned. These are great gifts that the rest of the animal kingdom does not 
have. We are to use God’s equipment to serve humanity and, thereby, serve God. 
 
IV. God assigns His people specific responsibility (1:28). 
 
Adam’s responsibility included reproduction, having children to inhabit the earth; bring order or 
subdue the earth, taking advantage of the natural resources that God put around him; and rule or 
have dominion over plant and animal life, establishing authority and control from the beginning. 
 
In a real sense, humans were meant to work from the beginning. That work was a continuation of 
God’s work, managing the created order.  
 
V. God calls His people to divine tasks (2:8, 2:15). 
 
The Hebrew word translated put in verse 15 is not the same one rendered put in verse 8. The 
latter term is the normal one for putting something somewhere. However, the former one 
connotes rest and safety. God put man in the garden where he could be safe and rest and where 
he could have fellowship with God. His primary responsibility there was to worship and obey 
God. Adam served and thereby worshipped God by tending the garden. In a sense a divine 
initiative or calling was placed on Adam. Work is essentially God’s good gift, not a punishment 
for sin, and the fulfillment of God’s calling.  
 
The Bible does not differentiate between secular and sacred work. God calls all people. Some are 
called as ministers others as plumbers; some as pastors others as teachers; some as missionaries 
others as bankers.  
 
VI. God satisfies His people when they work (2:16-17).  
 
When we labor at what God wants, using our gifts and abilities, fulfilling the assigned task, then 
we find fulfillment, happiness, and satisfaction. It is when we look beyond those pursuits to 
pursuits outside of God’s will, disobeying God’s direction, that we find hardship, unhappiness, 
and a deep sadness. This is what happened to Adam and Eve when they disobeyed God’s 
command. 
 
Dorothy Sayers, in Unpopular Opinions, wrote, “Work is not primarily a thing one does to live, 
but the thing one lives to do. It is, or should be, the full expressions of the worker’s faculties, the 
thing in which he finds spiritual, mental, and bodily satisfaction.”  
 
The key to finding satisfaction is connecting what you do all day with what you think God wants 
you doing. In fact, you will never find ultimate meaning in your work—or in your relationship 
with God—until you do.  
 
VII. God completes His people when we work for His glory. 
 
Philippians 21:6 says, “I am sure of this, that He who started a good work in you will carry it on 
to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”  
  
God is a worker and He calls us to be coworkers with Him, then our work must be for Him. All 
our work should be done for God. If not, we are wasting our lives. When we know that we are 
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working for God, that our efforts bring us pleasure and honors God, then we are in God’s will, 
doing the right job. 
 
It has been said, “If you do what you love, you’ll never work a day in your life.” When we work 
the tasks that God has assigned, using the gifts and abilities he has blessed us with, then we will 
discover the joy of work.  
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have  
one child. 
 
 
 


