
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God  these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture passages to 
reinforce the same themes as the study regarding the equipping of God’s people. 
	  
Introduction: What makes something valuable? Is it how rare something is? That 
definitely is one measure that has been used. But a nuclear bomb is relatively rare. Do 
you value it? Is value determined by how useful something is or how beautiful it is? 
What about how much you enjoy it? I enjoy a good omelet. I don’t enjoy drinking water. 
Which one is more valuable for my body? Which one could I live longer without? There 
are multiple ways that you could measure the value of something in your life. So what 
determines value? Or a better question might be, “Who determines value?” 
 One day, Jesus encountered a group of ten men who had been sent off to die. Jesus 
valued them when no one else did. Their lives were about to radically change. 
 

1. Ten lepers were dying and no one cared – they were easy to ignore. (v. 11-12) 
 

Leprosy is not a disease that most people living in the United States have ever 
had to deal with. That’s a good thing because leprosy was a death sentence. In one of 
leprosy’s forms, the deterioration of the body is caused by the failure of the nerve 
endings to warn the body of the danger of the environment (like the heat from a fire) or 
to communicate the need to get help for a damaged part of the body (like a laceration 
that requires stitches). The patients literally do not feel pain, so they don’t seek the 
medical attention that is required. Infection sets in and body parts die. Eventually, it 
isn’t just parts that die. 

It is the physical component that people usually think of when they read about 
this dreaded disease. What they should focus on is what happens to that person’s 
heart. Leprosy was extremely contagious. Therefore they were shut out from the 
community. They were considered a drain on society’s resources. Society didn’t want 
them around because they had nothing of value to offer, and what they did have to 
offer, no one wanted. So they would be pushed away, put off somewhere to be 
forgotten and fade away. No family, no friends, no purpose. They were alone and 
lonely. 

Does any of this description of leprosy and how it was dealt with sound familiar? 
It should. Though for the most part the physical disease of leprosy has faded away, 
the value system that caused lepers to be pushed away has not. Consider how 
society today treats the elderly, the disabled, the homeless and the poor. It is often the 
case that they are corralled together in a “leper colony” and then forgotten or that they 
are pushed out of the collective consciousness and ignored. Consider the hurting. 
People get hurt so many times that their heart gets hardened. It’s almost like they 
have leprosy – no longer able to feel pain. It’s called a coping mechanism, but it’s 

Sermon Series:  Priceless: Finding Your Value in God 
To be used with:  Session Seven: Cherished in God’s Eyes 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Measuring True Value 
Scripture: Colossians 4:7-18 
 
 
 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

really the pathway to death. When people have the misconstrued perception that the 
value of a life is determined by the contribution that life makes, they reject those that 
they deem to be of no value. We’ve made so many medical advances, but the heart 
remains the same. It’s always been easier to ignore than it is to help. 

 
2. Ten lepers were healed and no one knew – they were required to tell. (v. 13-14) 

 
 Jesus came to town one day and refused to treat them the same way that society did. 
The passage almost makes it look like this was a chance meeting, but there was 
nothing left to chance about how Jesus treated people. They cried out to Him: “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us.” (v. 13) When Jesus saw them and their condition, He told 
them that they needed to go and show themselves to the priests. That probably 
sounds like a strange requirement to place on them. Normally, the only reason that 
someone in this condition might go to a pastor or priest would be to see if they could 
get some free food. In Leviticus 13-14, which these men would have known, it gives 
the regulations for the diagnosis and treatment of leprosy. If someone thought they 
had leprosy, they were required to go to the priest and be examined. The fact that 
there was also a similar requirement in Leviticus for a person who believed he was 
healed would suggest that some people were able to overcome leprosy. In both 
cases, the priest would be the judge of whether or not someone was sick or whole. So 
when Jesus told these lepers to go to the priest, they knew what Jesus was saying – 
He either had or was going to heal them. 
  
These men didn’t need to be told twice. They valued the words and the power of 
Jesus. That’s why they called out to Him to begin with. Somehow they had heard 
about Jesus and His healing power, and they wanted that for themselves. Can you 
see the scene? As each one begins to walk in obedience to Jesus, they begin to be 
healed. They notice it first in the others around them, and then they see it starting to 
happen in them. Their walking quickly turns into running. They have to get to the priest 
because getting to the priest meant that they soon would be home. Telling the priest 
what was going on was a requirement, but telling their families was a joy. They 
couldn’t wait to tell their families that they were going to be together again! 
  
It’s interesting to note that people talk about whatever or whoever is valuable to them 
or whatever benefits them. It could be baseball or astronomy or their aching bunions. 
They talk about it. In fact, it annoys you how much they talk about it. For these guys, 
you couldn’t blame them for talking about their experience. They had been healed of 
something that would have brought about their death. 
  
Every single Christian is in the exact same place as these men. Leprosy is a picture of 
sin in the Bible. It’s grotesque, painful, separating and deadly. But Christians don’t 
have to worry about sin’s negative effects because of the healing of Jesus. Jesus 
heard our cries, and He called us to obedience. Now He calls us to tell. The reason 
He calls us to tell is because the lives of other people are just as valuable to Him as 
our lives are. How dare we accept the healing of Jesus without telling others where 
they can find healing too! 

 
3. One leper gave thanks and no one heard – they were hurrying to get home. 
(v.15-16) 
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 As these ten men ran to tell the priest, one of them, realizing what was happening to 
his body, turned around and headed back to Jesus. He didn’t go back to Jesus to 
clarify Jesus’ instructions. Of all the men there, he would have had the most 
justification in doing so. He was a Samaritan. He didn’t know the Old Testament like 
the rest of the men did so he might not have known why he was supposed to show 
himself to the priest. And being that he was a Samaritan, what priest exactly was he 
supposed to go to? No, he went back for one reason – to say thank you. 
 Every little child is taught to say thank you. It’s just polite. But there’s a difference 
between a polite “thank you” and a sincere heart-felt giving of thanks. A polite person 
says what they say not necessarily because they value what has been done for them 
but because that’s what they’re supposed to do. But one who gives thanks does so 
because they recognize not only the value of what has been done for them but also 
the value of the person who did it. 
  
Nine men were thankful. How could they not be thankful? They got to go back to their 
old lives again. They valued what had been done for them. They might very well have 
told everyone they met how they had been healed. One man expressed his thanks to 
the one who had done the deed. One man thanked Jesus. Why did he go back when 
the others didn’t? Maybe it was because He recognized that the real value was in the 
Giver instead of in the gift. 
 

4. One Savior expressed disappointment that no Jew returned – the least was the 
only to come back. (v. 17-19) 
 

 Jesus was disappointed that only one of the ten who were healed came back to give 
thanks. When Jesus had something that these lepers wanted – when He was a 
contributing factor in their lives – they couldn’t wait to be around Jesus. They called 
Him over. They begged Him to come. But as soon as they had gotten from Jesus what 
they wanted, then everything else in their lives became more important than Him. 
They used Jesus. Have you ever been used? How did it make you feel? Unimportant, 
hurt, betrayed, insignificant. It’s a good thing that Jesus is more mature than most 
humans. Some might have taken back the healing or given something worse just out 
of spite. 
  
Jesus had so much more than physical healing to give them, but they missed out. One 
man received from Jesus everything that Jesus had to offer. Jesus took special note 
that the one who came back was a Samaritan – the one that society valued the least. 
Jesus considered the contribution of the weakest least valued person to be of the 
greatest significance because it was he that recognized the value that Jesus offered. 
Jesus knew what it was to be rejected and treated as if you have no value. John 1:11 
says, “He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.” Jesus did not need this 
man’s thanks. The thanks that he offered didn’t contribute anything to Jesus’ well-
being. He was going to be fine regardless of the man’s return. But because He 
showed how much he valued Jesus, Jesus gave him one more blessing. Verse 19 
ends with these words of Jesus: “Thy faith hath made thee whole.” He got something 
more than the other nine received. He got wholeness. Wholeness comes to those who 
are able to recognize the value of Jesus in their lives and are willing to humble 
themselves before Him. 
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Conclusion: The thieves broke in to a larger department store one night. They got in, 
stayed long enough to do the crime and then scurried away undetected. They took 
nothing. Not one item was missing. No money was removed. Instead of stealing 
anything, they swapped the price tags of everything. Values were changed. The clever 
pranksters took the $395 price tag off of a camera and stuck it on a $5.00 box of 
stationary. The $5.95 sticker for a paper-back book was placed on an outboard motor. 
The thieves re-priced everything in the store. The store opened the next day. 
Employees came to work. Customers rolled in and shopped. And for four hours nobody 
noticed a thing. Many got some great bargains. Others paid far more than they should 
have for items of little value. For four hours the store functioned under the new values 
established by the thieves. (Max Lucado. “No Wonder They Call Him the Savior.” 
Multnomah Press, Questar Publishing. 1986, pg. 31-32) 
 The Thief (John 10:10) has come in and swapped the price tags. That which God says 
has great value – human beings – have been diminished in value, and that which God 
says has little value – material possessions – have been elevated in value. When are 
we going to notice the price swap and start evaluating ourselves and one another by 
God’s standards? 
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