
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: A man named Yates ran a sheep ranch in Texas. Struggling even to 
keep food on the table, Yates and his wife did all they could to survive. One day, in the 
midst of this bleakness, a geologic crew from a large oil company came knocking. With 
Yates’ permission, they wanted to drill a wildcat well on his property, promising him a 
large portion of the profits if they struck oil. At eleven hundred feet they tapped into one 
of the richest oil reserves in Texas. Overnight, Yates and his family became 
millionaires. His property, once called Yates’ Field, became known as Yates’ Pool.  
 
Here was a man who all along had the potential to make millions yet, in the beginning, 
lived on welfare. But if you think about it, many Christians are just like him. We struggle 
along at the spiritual poverty level, unaware of the vast resources God has placed in our 
possession. God has given believers a plentiful reserve in the form of spiritual gifts.  
 

1.  What is a spiritual gift? 
Simply stated, a spiritual gift is an ability that enables each believer to perform a 
function in the body of Christ with ease and effectiveness. These gifts have been given 
by God; they provide a spiritual purpose; they help the church; and they come easily to 
the user. As believers we contribute to other Christians as the gifts are put to use.  
 

2. Who gives the spiritual gifts? 
God’s Holy Spirit is the empowerment behind the spiritual gifts. They are given 
according to his will and his purpose. This means that we don’t need to pray, plan, 
plead, or wait for our gift. We should be wary of anyone who teaches that we can 
acquire spiritual gifts through self-effort. God gives his gifts as an act of grace. That 
means that we do not own them. We are stewards of the gifts that God has given to us, 
and one day may be held responsible for what we’ve done with what God has given  
to us.  
 

3. Do Christians have at least one gift? 
Every Christian, without exception, has at least one spiritual gift. Paul emphasized that 
“to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit” (v. 7); “the same Spirit, who apportions 
to each one individually as he wills” (v. 11). Each believer has a gift and some may 
have more than one. Our giftedness is part of how God wired us.  
 

4. Why are there a variety of gifts? 
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Paul’s teaching emphasizes that there is one Holy Spirit. This one Spirit gives a variety 
of gifts. In this variety there is unity. And, this unity is enhanced by diversity. 
 
Most often we humans seek unity through conformity. The many gifts remind us that 
unity can be found in the church through each believer’s use of their unique gifts.  
 
God has given each church incredible potential—individually and corporately—in terms 
of its life and ministry. No limit exists to what the church could be if it really began to 
maximize the spiritual gifts given by the Holy Spirit.  
 
These spiritual gifts are not means for our own personal benefit. We are gifted by God’s 
Holy Spirit for the sake of the whole body of Christ. That’s why each gift is important 
and each gift is needed. 
 
Consider an orchestra. A good orchestra is not made up of trombone players. Rather, 
they have a brass section, a woodwind section, a string section, and a percussion 
section. Each of these has a variety of instruments. Not all of them play at the same 
time. But they all are needed. 
 
Likewise, the church needs an enormous amount of diversity.  
 

5. What purpose do the gifts provide? 
The varieties of spiritual gifts are given by the Holy Spirit for the “common good” of the 
church. So never minimize your gift. And don’t wish you had someone else’s gift. Yours 
may seem modest compared to someone else’s. But yours is essential to the welfare of 
the body. Varieties function to the glory of God for the church to benefit. Spiritual gifts 
are designed to bring glory to God, not to spotlight individuals.  
 

6. What are the different gifts? 
Six Bible passages discuss spiritual gifts, providing a list, though not necessarily 
exhaustive. In this text, Paul identified nine different gifts. Here’s the list with a brief 
definition of each. 

A. Utterance of wisdom is the power of knowing and communicating the deep things 
of God to others. 

B. Utterance of knowledge is the capacity to put the wisdom into practice.  
C. Faith may be the special capacity to claim spiritual victories from God. 
D. Healing is the supernatural ability to restore health immediately and completely 

for the purpose of displaying God’s power and presence. 
E. Working of miracles is the superhuman ability to interrupt or alter natural laws for 

the purpose of displaying God’s supernatural power and presence. 
F. Prophecy is to communicate God’s Word for the present, a “forth telling” as 

opposed to a “foretelling.” 
G. Distinguishing between spirits is the ability to discern what is of God and what is 

of Satan. 
H. Tongues is the ability to speak in a known language and dialect that has never 

been studied or learned, with the goal of rapidly disseminating the gospel into 
nations and cultures that have never heard about Christ. 
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I. Interpretation of tongues is the ability to interpret the one speaking in languages 
to communicate God’s message.  

 
7. How can I discover which gift is mine? 

People want to know how they can discover their gifts. In short, read over the biblical 
lists to be informed of the various gifts. See which one may apply to you. Allow the Lord 
and others to help you discover your gifts. Ask them what they think your gifts are. Don’t 
covet any one spiritual gift. Be open to feedback you receive from others.  
 

8. What difference does knowing and using your spiritual gift make? 
If you never use your spiritual gift, you will never experience all that God has wants to 
do through you. And, you will always wonder if you are fulfilling God’s purpose for  
your life.  
 
Only by using your gift can you release the marvelous, powerful workings of God that 
await you. When this happens, God will reveal to you a ministry and purpose for life that 
perfectly matches your abilities and skills.  
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


