
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages 
as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: As John begins his story of Jesus, the first eighteen verses are called 
“The Prologue.” The Prologue is far more than an introduction to the Gospel. It is really 
a dramatic summary, a revelation, of all that will take place throughout the earthly 
ministry of Jesus.  
 

1. The Good News  
From the outset, John communicated that Jesus is God. He used three metaphors to 
communicate the good news: Word, Light, and Life. 
 

A. Jesus is the Word. (vv. 1-3, 14) 
John is saying that the Word is not an “it” or an abstraction or a theory. The Word is not 
just a power, or philosophical principle, the Word is a person. God has come to us 
personally. His name is Jesus. Jesus is not aloof or indifferent. As you read John, he 
will underscore the personal nature of God over and over again. The context of the 
message was Christ himself. The man was the message.  
 
Jesus is God’s Word to us. When God decided to give his final message to mankind, he 
didn’t just send it in a book... that came later! Instead, he sent Himself and became that 
Word to us. 

 
B. Jesus is life. (v. 4) 

Jesus said time and time again that he is the giver of life, the author of life. The word 
John uses for life is zoe in which the English words zoo and zoology are derived. It 
refers to life as God has it. It is the essence of life not limited by time, nor hindered by 
death. The word zoe stands in contrast to another Greek word for life, bios, in which the 
English word biology is derived. It refers to the duration of life—one’s life span, the time 
between one’s birth date and one's death date; or it refers to the necessities of life—
one’s food, shelter, and clothing.   
 
As a divine gift, the life became the light that points people to God.  
 

C. Jesus is the light. (vv. 4-5) 
Just as John links life with Christ, so does he link light with Christ. Just as the first 
Creation began with “Let there be light!” so the New Creation begins with the entrance 
of light into the heart of the believer. The coming of Jesus Christ into the world was the 
dawning of a new day for sinful man. 
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To the people of John’s day, light was symbolic of deity. The Rabbis used light as a 
name for the Messiah that was promised to come. When John said Jesus is the light, he 
is claiming that Jesus is the long-awaited Messiah. It was another way he was saying 
that Jesus is God.   
 

2. The Bad News 
As good of news as that is, there is bad news, however.  
 

A. Jesus was not recognized. (v. 10) 
“Did not recognize” means did not know. It is more than intellectual knowledge. It is 
more than knowing facts. It means failing to know intimately, like a brother would know 
a brother. Knowing is a relational idea in this Gospel. The people missed a profound 
opportunity when Jesus visited planet Earth. 
 
The world missed its great opportunity. It did not know the Word when the Word was in 
its very midst. The world did not recognize Jesus. But, the world never does.  
 

B. Jesus was rejected. (v. 11) 
Not only was Jesus ignored; Jesus was rejected by his own people. John tells us that 
“he came to that which was his own.” Notice the movement: John is moving from the 
general (the Earth) to the specific (the region of the planet known as Palestine) and 
from the realm of humanity (the world) to a certain people group of humanity (the 
Jewish race). He came to his own land—Palestine, and to his own people—the Jews, 
and they did not receive him. He came to a land which was particularly God’s land and 
a people who were peculiarly God’s people. He ought, therefore, to have been coming 
to a nation and a people that would welcome him with open arms; the door should have 
been wide open for him; he should have been welcomed like a soldier coming from a 
foreign battlefield, or, even more, like a benevolent king coming to his own kingdom—
but he was rejected. They did not receive him.  
 
The phrase did not receive him means not to welcome or not to take one’s side. Jesus 
was rejected by the very people he created. The writers of the New Testament found 
the rejection of Jesus by the Jews extremely difficult to comprehend.  
 
Perhaps you've heard it said that “home is where, when you go there, they have to take 
you in.” Jesus came “home” to his own people—and they wouldn’t take him in.  
 

3. The Current News 
In a few short verses John has takes us from eternity past to the beginning of time and 
creation and now to the present. He turns the corner in his grand introduction of Jesus 
from telling us about Jesus to our personal response to him. The two key words in this 
verse are believe and become. Tied up in these words are the response that Jesus 
wants and the result that we desire. If we believe in him we will become all that we were 
intended to become. 
 

A. Receive him. (v. 12) 
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The way of salvation begins with a simple step: Receiving Christ as Lord and Savior. 
Some people received him. The word received means to welcome a visitor into your 
home. It’s what you do when you have planned a Christmas party and asked your 
guests to arrive at 6:30 p.m., but then you hear the doorbell ring at 5:50 p.m. and you’re 
not ready yet. So you walk to the door, open it, smile and say, “Please come in.” You 
“receive” your guests even though they have come early. To “receive” Christ means to 
welcome him as an honored guest and to have him make your heart his home. 
 

B. Believe him. (v. 12) 
Believing means trusting that Jesus is God in flesh that came to earth to die for your 
sins. It means resting on him so completely that he is your only hope of salvation. It 
means committing your all to Jesus knowing that he alone can save you. It means 
yielding yourself up to be possessed by the One in whom you believe. The New English 
Bible makes this thought clear, “To those who have yielded him their allegiance, he 
gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12 NEB). 
 

C. Become like him. (v. 12) 
While the words, gave, right, and children are important; the key word is become. This 
says something about the status of believers. Because people have received Jesus and 
believed on his name, they now are raised to a new position. They become children of 
God. While all people are created by God, not everyone is a child of God. Sometimes 
people carelessly say, “We’re all God’s children,” but the Bible says no such thing. We 
are not naturally children of God. God only gives the privilege of being his children to 
those who by personal faith receive Jesus as Lord and believe in who he is.  
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