
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Priceless: 
Finding Your Value in God  these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture passages to 
reinforce the same themes as the study regarding the freedom we find in God’s 
forgiveness. 
	  
Introduction: David, the king of Israel, was just like every other person who’s ever 
lived. He liked to laugh. He had to eat, drink and sleep. He had people that liked him 
and people that did not. He also was like every other human in that he was susceptible 
to temptation. One night, he stood on the upper portion of his home, and he was faced 
with temptation – a beautiful woman who was not his wife. He could have turned away, 
but he did not. He found out who she was, called her to the palace, and by the time she 
went home the next morning, this married woman was pregnant. 
  David’s situation is your situation. No, I’m not saying that you have committed 
adultery. But you and every other person that has ever lived have sinned. The record of 
David’s sin is found in 2 Samuel 11 and the response of David once he was confronted 
with his sin is in Psalm 51. That’s where we’re going to be spending the majority of our 
time as we discover that David’s story is our story. 
 
1.  We are sinners.  

 
a. It’s part of our past - born that way “I was shapen in iniquity” (Psalm 51:5) 
 

David readily admits that he is not perfect. In fact, he says that he was a sinner 
from the moment that he was conceived. That doesn’t mean that the act of him 
being conceived was a sinful one, but that he inherited something from his parents. 
It’s called sin nature. That basically means that David was eventually going to sin. 
It was in his genetic spiritual structure.  

In 2011, Lady Gaga released a song titled “Born this way”. It quickly became a 
number one hit and the single has sold over 10 million copies. In it, she expressed 
that all people should be accepted and respected – not judged – because they 
were born with the characteristics they possess. They had no control over it. Gaga 
is right about one thing – we were all born with a drive to sin. 
 

b. It’s part of our present - live that way “my sin is ever before me” (Psalm 51:3) 
 

Just because a person inherits a gene from her parents does not mean that gene 
will ever manifest itself. It could lay dormant for years or for a whole lifetime. The 
sin nature doesn’t act like a gene in that sense. It very quickly becomes the 
overriding force in a person’s life. Always. It shows up in the very first stages of life. 
If you don’t believe this, just ask the parents of a two year old. 
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  David recognized that the sin in him was not just something on the inside. He 
had acted, and his actions had caused pain for God (Psalm 51:4), pain for others 
(“bloodguiltiness” Psalm 51:14) and pain for himself (Psalm 51:8). Sin was not 
theory for him. It was reality…a very painful reality. Sin always causes pain. He, 
the king of Israel, the defeater of Goliath, the writer of beautiful worship songs, had 
committed adultery and murder. 
 

2. Our sinfulness separates us from God. “Cast me not away from thy presence” 
(Psalm 51:11) 

 
 David was an adulterer and a murderer. Both of these sins carried the death penalty. 
David knew what he deserved. As the king, he knew what the law said, but he was not 
above the law. Death, though, does not seem to be the consequence that David 
feared most. Nowhere in this psalm does David ask God to spare his life. He does ask 
God to renew him, to restore him and to change him. Most of all, he asks that God not 
remove him from the presence of the Lord (Psalm 51:11). 
  Cain, the first murderer in the Bible, suffered the fate that David so dreaded. He 
was driven away from the presence of God. You might be tempted to think that not 
being in the presence of God would be exactly what a murderer would want. He didn’t 
think so. He said of his punishment that it was more than he could bear (Gen. 4:13-
16). Several generations later, a man by the name of Enoch is described in this way: 
he “walked with God” (Gen. 5:24). Apparently, God and Enoch enjoyed each other’s 
company so much that God just decided one day to take Enoch home with Him. 
What’s so special about being in the presence of the Lord or bad about not being 
there? The presence of the Lord is where joy is found (Luke 15:10). It’s where 
refreshment comes from (Acts 3:19). Since every good and perfect gift comes from 
the presence of God in a person’s life (James 1:17), being shut off from that presence 
is as bad as it gets. Ultimately, those who don’t know God and have refused the 
gospel will be shut out from God’s presence forever (2 Thess. 2:8-9). 
   

3. There’s nothing we can do about our own situation. “Have mercy upon me, O 
God” (Psalm 51:1) 

 
 David tried to fix his situation. He brought this woman’s husband home from the 
battlefield thinking that one of the first things that he would do is to go home and 
romance his wife (2 Samuel 11:9). When that didn’t work, he had the husband killed (2 
Sam. 11:15) so that he could take her as his own wife and make it look like her 
pregnancy was a good, normal, natural thing (2 Sam. 11:26-27). He thought he was 
good at hiding it.  
  Humans have always been good at hiding. The very first humans, when they 
became aware of their sin, responded by covering themselves with fig leaves and then 
hiding in the trees thinking that God wouldn’t be able to find them. If that sounds 
foolish, just think about all the attempts that you have made to hide your guilt from 
God. You might have tried to cover up your guilt by doing something positive hoping 
that would equal things out. It didn’t work. Maybe you surrounded yourself with a 
bunch of other people who were also doing not such good actions thinking that you 
would get lost in the crowd. God found you there just like He found Adam and Eve 
hiding in the trees. Maybe you just tried to ignore it thinking that once enough time 
passed it would go away on its own. It didn’t. 
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4. God loves us. “according to thy lovingkindness…multitude of thy tender mercies” 
(Psalm 51:1) 
 

 The awesome reality about David’s situation was that he didn’t need to fix it. God 
loved David and already had a fix in the works. Nathan the prophet came into David’s 
throne room about a year after this sin of David’s. He boldly stood before David and 
confronted him with his sin making it very clear that God knew about his sin. And now, 
because of Nathan’s words, other people now knew about it too. That may not sound 
very loving. But the most loving thing to do for a person that is hurting themselves or 
others is to tell them the truth that they need to hear so that they will hopefully stop 
those destructive actions. 
  At that moment in his life, David probably did not feel like God loved him. But by 
the time he wrote the words of this psalm, he knew that God loved him. He asked for 
the mercy of God based on one thing. Not his worthiness for that mercy but based 
solely on the love of God for him. How could God still love him? It would be hard for a 
human to love a murderer and a home-wrecker. It’s not hard for God because it is in 
God’s nature to love (1 John 3:1; 4:16). And since God was able to still love David, He 
is also still able to love each of us. 

 
5. God offers forgiveness. “Blot out my transgressions” (Psalm 51:1) “Wash 
me…cleanse me” (Psalm 51:2); “Deliver me from bloodguiltiness” (Psalm 51:14)  
 

 David had committed some terrible sins. When people are confronted with their own 
sinfulness, they often profess their innocence by saying something like: “I’m not that 
bad. I mean I’ve never killed anyone.” Just about everyone recognizes that murder 
and stealing someone else’s spouse are bad, really bad. David not only had the nerve 
to commit these sins; he also had the nerve to ask God for forgiveness. He actually 
talked as if he believed it was possible for God to wash him of the filthiness that he 
had been playing in, to cleanse him of the disease of sin that was infecting his life, to 
treat him as if he had never done the awful deed and to relieve him of the guilt that 
was so heavy on his heart. The amazing thing is that what David believed was 
actually true. God was able to forgive him and chose to do so. What was true for 
David is also available for you.  

 
Conclusion: A doctor was carrying on a thriving practice in Scotland. By “thriving”, I 
mean that he had a lot of patients, not a lot of money. Although his patients would pay 
him in eggs, chickens, vegetables and meat at different times of year, he often went 
without any pay at all. His huge ledger book was full of names, symptoms, treatments 
and prescriptions, but it was largely empty in the places where payments should have 
been recorded. Once a year, the doctor would go through his book and write “forgiven” 
whenever he came to a patient’s name who he knew would never be able to pay. 

When the doctor died and his heirs received all of his material possessions, they 
brooded over the ledger book and all of the “forgiven” debts. Eventually, they tried to 
take some of the patients to court. But according to the story, the old Scottish judge said 
that there was no way that any court in Scotland could possibly find for the heirs when 
the physical evidence of the ledger was so eloquent with its message of “forgiven, 
forgiven, forgiven” on every page. 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

Satan tries to do the same thing that those heirs did. He tries to collect on debts. 
But the Great Judge looks at the ledger of heaven and across every debt is written the 
same word: “FORGIVEN, FORGIVEN, FORGIVEN!”   
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