
 

Sermon Series: Overcome: Living Beyond Your Circumstances 
To be used with: Session Six: Overcome an Earthly Mindset 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Perspective,  

God is Working on Your Worldview 
Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Overcome: Living Beyond Your Circumstances is a character study 
on the Old Testament hero, Joseph. In spite of periods of significant opposition and personal 
crisis, Joseph’s faith led to international leadership and the preservation of God’s people. He is 
an amazing example from Scripture of what it means to overcome difficult circumstances.. These 
sermon outlines cover the same topics and scripture passages as are being studied in small 
groups. This will allow you as a pastor the chance to reinforce what learners encounter in small 
group Bible study and influence the growth of your church body.  
 
Session 6 is called “Overcome an Earthly Mindset” and sums up the series with the final point, “We can 
trust that God is at work on our behalf.” 
 
Introduction: 
 
I want to introduce you to someone today. It’s someone you already probably know every well. His name 
is Earthly Mindset. He’s like city water. Everywhere. All the time. Everywhere he goes, he makes an 
incredible mess and never cleans it up. He’s to blame for all the world’s problems, but takes responsibility 
for none. He’s a master of disguise and captain of trickery. No matter how far he goes or the damage he 
does, everyone loves him and wants him around.  
 
Earthly mindset may have been your college roommate or your current coworker. Regardless of when you 
became fully acquainted, he is a friend who never left your side. He’s here. The only way to move him 
out of a prominent position in your life is to begin a loving friendship with someone else. Someone with 
whom he has nothing in common. You know this friend already. His name is Godly Wisdom.  
 
Here are some facts about these two friends of yours. They can’t sit at the same table and share the same 
meal. They can’t ride in the same car or attend the same local events. They don’t like the same sports or 
enjoy the same books. They are constantly at odds. You can’t, no matter how hard you may try sustain 
relationships with both. One will always trump the other. The question in your life is who will win a place 
of prominence by your side. Who will be your counsel? Who will be your companion? Who will get your 
vote? 
 
Today, we’ll examine the campaign promises of each and let you decide which one will remain a present 
person in the framework of your life. We can learn a lot about that inner relational conflict from the 
closing moments of Joseph’s life. Examine with me today the grieving brothers after the loss of their 
father. Today, we encounter the near final episode of Joseph’s life before he, too, passes away. 
 
I. Earthly mindset says, “I’m in charge.” [Genesis 50:15] 
 
An earthly mindset says you make your own rules. It also tells you to be cautious of the rulebook of 
others. Joseph’s brothers feared in Genesis 50:15 that their brother would enact his revenge once their 
father died. They likely believed that his forgiveness was an act to bless their earthly dad rather than 
obedience to their heavenly father. Their fear was real because it was born out of their own agenda. You 
see, if the situation were reversed, revenge would have been their response.  
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The assumption they made was that Joseph was just like them. Way back in Genesis 37, Joseph’s brothers 
took matters into their own hands. They enacted their vengeful plan and their selfish will. Was Joseph 
annoying? Most likely. Was he a braggart? Most definitely. Did he deserve the correction of his father? 
Don’t we all. But was it his brother’s place to distribute it? Not one bit. 
 
An earthly mindset says, “I’m in charge.” Earthly mindset tells you to take matters into your own hands 
and do what you want when you want for whatever reason you want.  
 
II. Godly wisdom says, “God is supreme.” 
 
On the other hand, Godly wisdom reminds us gently in some moments and sternly in others that God is 
always in control. Godly wisdom urges us to make choices and live lives of submission that reflect God’s 
supremacy over every area of our lives. 
 
How did Joseph respond to his brother’s fear and manipulative request? First, he wept. [Genesis 50:17] 
I’m convinced that this act of sorrow mirrors the weeping of our Lord Jesus as he peered out over 
Jerusalem in Luke 19:41-42, As He approached and saw the city, He wept over it, saying, “If you knew 
this day what would bring peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.” Jesus wept over a city, which had 
the prophecy of God but misunderstood the plan of God to provide a Savior. I think Joseph wept over his 
brothers because he saw men who didn’t understand.  
 
Consider all the spiritual growth Joseph had undergone through those years as a slave and a prisoner. 
Consider the development of his faith as he resisted temptation and endured hardship. Joseph grew up. 
Sadly, his brothers did not. He saw the same men who overpowered him as a boy now fearfully submit to 
him as a man. In either case, they neither understood nor showed faith in God.  
 
Godly wisdom reminds us to have faith regardless of our circumstance, over and above our own agendas 
and desires because the God of this universe reigns supreme. We can’t help but recognize and follow 
Him. 
 
III. Earthly mindset says, “I create my destiny.” 
 
Joseph’s brothers are in no position to punish their brother or eliminate him from the equation. Instead, 
they attempt to manipulate him using Joseph’s love for Jacob as the tool. [Genesis 50:16-17] When they 
feared that manipulation wouldn’t do the trick, they resulted to begging. [Genesis 50:18] It wasn’t likely 
an act of Godly submission but fear of fatal consequences that drove the brothers to their knees.  
 
Even in their despair, they attempt to work the system into their favor by manipulating their brother. 
These are men intent on manufacturing their destiny through whatever means possible. If being bullies 
didn’t work, they would try false humility. The agenda was the same. Pushing him down or bowing down 
before him was really the very same act. It was an attempt to manage the outcome on their own. 
 
Earthly mindset tells us that it’s up to us to determine our own destiny. Have you ever been that desperate 
to maintain some sense of control? Have you heard the expression “grasping at straws?” It is to depend on 
something that can’t deliver.i The ideology of creating one’s own destiny won’t ever provide.  
 
In what manner or mode do you find yourself doing the same? Are you giving into the earthly mindset, 
believing that’s all up to you? What does Godly wisdom offer? 
 
IV. Godly wisdom says, “God’s plans prevail.” 
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What the brothers originally intended for evil was reordered for good by God. [Genesis 50:20] They did it 
to reshuffle the family rankings and preserve their own future. They were under the assumption that 
everything was up to them and that the next chapter was theirs to write. 
 
Are you shocked by verse 20? Why is it so curious to us that God can use sin in his favor? A God who 
depends on us to choose the right path in order to maintain His will is a very small god. Fortunately, that 
isn’t an accurate description of Yahweh. While He would much rather leverage our obedience, He is 
never limited by our lack of it. 
 
Godly wisdom tells us that His plans prevail over sin. His plans prevail over rejection. His plans prevail 
over darkness. His plans prevail over our enemy. His plans prevail over our agendas. His plans prevail 
over our selfishness. His plans prevail over our finite understanding.  
 
Sometimes, we might operate under the assumption that our God is a bit like J.M. Barrie’s Tinkerbell. 
Before she was headliner for Magical World of Disney, she was a character in the playwright’s original 
tale of Peter Pan. Remember the scene where Tink drank Hook’s poison in order to save Peter? She died, 
however, an audience of believers brought her back to life with their applause. “I do believe in fairies. I 
do believe in fairies.” May it be that we think God’s power is fueled or enhanced, or worse, even saved by 
our belief? Friends. We don’t serve a God who needs us. We serve a God we desperately need. 
 
Your choice to recognize God’s will and submit to His authority will spare you pain and consequence, not 
Him. He doesn’t need your obedience to thrive. His will prevails. The sin of Joseph’s brothers was not a 
glitch God’s scheme. What the brother’s did to accomplish their agenda, God leveraged for His own. 
 
In what ways have you seen that same perfect plan prevail despite your worst attempts to thwart it in your 
own life? An earthly mindset means futilely crafting your own destiny. Godly wisdom says that even 
when life goes according to your plans, it’s because God Himself willed it that way. 
 
V. Earthly mindset says, “Every man for himself.” 
 
Joseph’s brothers thought life would be easier without him around. A careful look at what actually 
happened back in Shechem would reveal a group of men figuring out what would be best for them with 
no consideration for its effect on others, namely their own father.  
 
In Chapter 50, you find the same concern. “Dad is gone. Now what about us? Will Joseph seek revenge? 
He is more powerful now. What will he do to us? We have to figure something out, quickly.” Earthly 
wisdom says to worry about you. Protect yourself. Provide for yourself. At whatever cost. Godly wisdom 
disagrees.  
 
VI. Godly wisdom says, “We need grace.” 
 
In his humility and gracious generosity, Joseph shared his newfound wealth and prominence with his 
family. Read Genesis 50:21 again. “So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he 
comforted them and spoke kindly to them.” 
 
Let’s examine the facts.  
 

• Joseph’s brothers hated him. [Genesis 37:4] 
• Joseph’s brothers plotted to kill him. [Genesis 37:18] 
• Instead, they spared him but threw him in a well. [Genesis 37:24] 
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• Ultimately, they sold him to slave traders. [Genesis 37:28] 
• Finally, they faked his death. [Genesis 37:32-33] 

 
In response to their egregious sin, Joseph gave them relief from famine, a home in Egypt, and forgiveness 
from his heart. As a recipient of God’s favor, Joseph became a distributor of God’s grace. Godly wisdom 
reminds us to do the same. [Colossians 3:13] 
 
As a people in desperate need of grace, how on earth can we ever be people who dare to withhold it? An 
earthly mindset screams, every man for himself. Godly wisdom knows we need grace and is always 
willing to help others find it too. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Examining the statements, who is your true friend? Earthly Mindset? Or Godly Wisdom? One is lying to 
you. One is leading you to truth. You are here today as someone who claims and desires Godly wisdom in 
your life. The caution is that the earthly mindset in this world won’t let up just because you declare your 
intention to follow God today. Earthly Mindset will be waiting tomorrow and the day after tomorrow and 
the day after that to win you back.  
 
Philippians 2 tells us to continue working out our salvation with fear and trembling. Don’t mistake 
working out your salvation with works based theology. You don’t earn it. You can’t. Working it out 
means continuing to understand what salvation means. It means daily surrender. It means daily declaring 
that Jesus is Lord and that the world no longer has a hold on you. It means rejecting the temptation to 
adopt a self-centered world view again. It means being reminded that God is in control and that His plans 
prevail. Our only right response is willing submission every day along the way. In the midst of dark days, 
we can trust that God is working on our behalf. We can trust that His plans will prevail and that His plans 
are ultimately for our good and His glory.  
 
Nic Allen is the Family/Children’s Pastor at Rolling Hills Community Church where he also serves as a 
member of their teaching team. He and his wife Susan have three children (Lillie Cate, Nora Blake, and 
Simon). Follow Nic on Twitter @nic_allen 
   
 
 
                                                
i Web Source: http://idioms.thefreedictionary.com/grasping+at+straws 
 
 


