
 

 

Sermon Series: Overcome: Living Beyond Your Circumstances 
To be used with: Session Four: Overcome Hard Times 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Living this Side of the Garden 
  
Scripture: Luke 12:22-31 
 

Connection to Unit Theme:  Overcome: Living Beyond Your Circumstances is a character study on the 
Old Testament hero, Joseph. In spite of periods of significant opposition and personal crisis, Joseph’s 
faith led to international leadership and the preservation of God’s people. He is an amazing example from 
Scripture of what it means to overcome difficult circumstances. 
 
These are theme-based sermon outlines, which means they will deal with the same theme as the small 
group study, but will approach it from a different passage of Scripture This will allow you as a pastor the 
chance to reinforce what learners encounter in small group Bible study and still set up your small group 
leaders for success.   
 
Session 4 is called “Overcome Hard Times,” and the Point is, “God has a plan to see you through any 
crisis.” 
 
Jesus’ teachings in Luke 12:22-31 parallel the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6. They are a word of 
encouragement to anyone facing difficult circumstances.  At first, it seems that Joseph’s preparations for 
the coming famine in Genesis 41 are at odds with Jesus’ command to “take no thought for your life, what 
you should eat” in Luke 12. But there is no contradiction between humbly planning for the future at the 
direction of the Sovereign God, and trusting that same sovereign God with your future.  
 
Introduction:   
No other religion has an adequate answer for why bad things happen to good people, because every other 
religion sees Hard Times as inherently good. Christ followers understand that hard times exist because of 
the Fall, but the message of Jesus and story of redemption found in Scripture has an answer. 
 

• Tell a story about a time when hard times came into your life and you found it hard to remember 
the promises of Scripture. 

 
• Share a story of how God used hard times to make you more like Jesus. 

 
"Do you want to be confident in God's good purposes for your life? Then you must discover them in times 
of ease as well as times of difficulty. Do you want to become more like Christ? Then you must suffer, and 
suffer well." "Note to Self" Joe Thorn pg. 127 
 
Remind listeners of Genesis 3. God’s original design for creation was that He would provide everything 
we needed. As a result of the Fall, we now have to work for what we eat, but God’s desire is still that we 
will trust Him to provide our needs.  
 
Isaiah 41:10: "fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I 
will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand." 
 
When Scripture speaks to hard times it points to the truth that our God is in control.  
 
Let's look at how Jesus addresses worry, which comes from hard times. 
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Point one: Remember the Garden (Luke 12:22-24) 
 
 
"Therefore" is referring to the previous verses in 13-21 and the foolish rich man.  Jesus was saying that 
we have no need to store up wealth, or reach a point of comfort, to finally "relax, eat, drink, be 
merry"(19) Most of culture will tell you we will always be mired in hard times until we reach a certain 
financial level of comfort-retirement.  We have made comfort our god.  We are all guilty.  If I just:  

• reach this salary 
• buy this house 
• have this car 
• save this much  

 
I can finally relax and be comfortable.  The great truth of Scripture here is that God will provide, even 
when we don't deserve it, just like he does for the ravens, just as he did in the Garden. 
 
Application: Life is a constant battle due to the fault we inherit from the Garden and the Fall.  We face 
various levels of difficult situations everyday-from a child that disobeys to a spouse that has cancer- but 
we must continue to hold fast to the promises of God found in Scripture.  
 
Point two: Remember God's Care (25-28) 
 

25 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 
26 If then you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest? 
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in 
all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 
28 But if God so clothes the grass, which is alive in the field today, and tomorrow is thrown into 
the oven, how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! 

 
Jesus uses two lesser to greater arguments here to remind us of how good God is to us. The amount of 
hours we spend worrying about things we can never change are immeasurable. Hard times help to remind 
us of God's care for us.  We can't add time to our lives after we look back and realize how God was using 
those difficult situations, we must embrace those times of growth. Lilies waste no time worrying about 
how they will grow, because they have zero control over it.  Solomon, even in his vast wisdom, would 
sometimes forget his wisdom came from The Lord. We must disciple ourselves to be like the lilies, totally 
dependent and trusting in God.  
Due to the scarcity of wood in ancient Palestine, dry grass was used as fuel. "O you of little faith" implies 
a deficiency rather than an absence of faith, weak, shallow Christians.  
 
Application: Hard times require deep faith rooted in the power of the Gospel. Solomon, even in his God 
given wisdom allowed doubt to creep in. Hard times, even when unexpected, must be expected. God 
never promises and absence of pain in this life. Jesus is employing us here to remember how God's care is 
never changing. 
 
Point three: Remember the God’s Kingdom (29-31) 
 

29 And do not seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, nor be worried. 
30 For all the nations of the world seek after these things, and your Father knows that you need 
them. 
31 Instead, seek his kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 
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This is not an opportunity to declare that Scripture tells us not to work, but rather to not make work our 
god.  This is a god that can be seen in every culture in the world.  This god becomes even more prominent 
when we think through our on intuition we can avoid hard times by elevating the goal of not 
working.  The american dream says that once we can live in comfort without working we have reached a 
place where WE have met our needs.  Yet Jesus says something countercultural, "seek his kingdom, and 
these things will be added to you."  The Kingdom of God is here but is coming.  God's ultimate purpose 
in His Son will one day defeat sin once and for, hard times once and for all, yet until that day comes we 
must seek His Kingdom. 
 
"The Kingdom concept is a mystery that points to God's cosmic purpose to sum up the entire cosmos 
under the rule of one human King, Jesus of Nazareth. (Eph. 1:10)" – ("The Kingdom of Christ" Russell 
Moore pg. 11).  
 
Application: We must seek the things of God over the things of the world.  Spiritual disciplines are a key 
component of what Jesus is referring to.  Seeking to take advantage of the power of the Gospel over all 
things, even hard things is a direct command from Christ. 
 
Conclusion: Jesus knew the struggles the disciples would face.  The hard times, the worrying, the 
anxiety, all hindered the disciples role in the Kingdom.  Jesus reminds them of the fall.  Jesus reminds 
them that God is in control.  Jesus reminds them of the unstoppable forces of the Kingdom of God.   
 
Hard times will come, but how we deal with those hard times in light of the truths of Scripture, speak 
volumes about our spiritual growth.  This should challenge us to evaluate our spiritual disciplines. 
 
Questions: 

• Does God’s past provision for you shape your view of your current situation? 
• Are you making decisions with a King and His kingdom in mind? 
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