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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We all find ourselves from time to time in less than ideal 
circumstances. We can feel like our dreams are gone or the world has passed us by. The Book 
of Genesis shows us Joseph, a man whose circumstances were far from ideal, yet he was not 
defeated by his circumstances. Because we are believers, we can focus on what Christ has done 
and will do, not on the circumstances we are in.

GENESIS 39:21-23; 40:5-8,20-23

THE POINT: Regardless of your 
circumstance, keep doing what God 
has gifted you to do.
• Have you ever felt forgotten?
• Discuss with your student how 

God never forgets us. 

Discuss the following quote: “Being unwanted, unloved, 
uncared for, forgotten by everybody, I think that is a much 
greater hunger, a much greater poverty than the person 
who has nothing to eat.”1 —Mother Teresa
1. Mother Theresa Quotes,” Brainy Quote, [cited March 22, 2014]. Available from the Internet: 
http://www.brainyquote.com.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If he plans to complete Gifted: 
• Guide your student to identify ways that God can use 

him or her, even when no one sees. 
• Pray for your student to desire to serve for God’s glory, 

not his or her own.

If he plans to do While You Wait:
• Discuss with your student a time when you 

felt forgotten.
• Pray with your student to persevere even when he or she 

feels left behind. 

GENESIS 39:21–40:23

LIVE IT OUT: Talk about dreams. 
Ask your child about dreams she 
has had. Explain that God will 
help your child when she needs 
help, just as God helped Joseph 
understand what the king’s dreams 
meant. Ask what your child would 
like God to help her with.

Joseph was in prison. God cared for Joseph in prison. The head 
of the prison liked Joseph and put him in charge of all the others.  

Two of the prisoners in Joseph’s care were king Pharaoh’s 
cupbearer and baker. Each had a dream and wanted to know what 
it meant. Joseph said, “God will help me know what they mean.”

The cupbearer told his dream. Joseph said his dream meant he 
would get his job back. The cupbearer was happy. Joseph asked 
the cupbearer to remember him when he returned to his job. 

Then the baker told his dream, and Joseph told him his dream 
meant he would die. 

In three days Pharaoh gave a party for all his servants. He 
gave the cupbearer his job back, but the baker died. Everything 
happened just as God had told Joseph. But the cupbearer did not 
remember what Joseph had done for him.  

GENESIS 39:21–40:23

LIVE IT OUT: Talk with your child 
about ways God helps us. Pray 
together, thanking God for loving 
us and helping us.

Joseph was in prison. God cared for Joseph in prison. The head of 
the prison liked Joseph and put him in charge of all the others.  

Two of the prisoners were Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker. 
The cupbearer brought drinks to Pharaoh, and the baker made 
Pharaoh’s bread. Each had a dream and wanted to know what it 
meant. Joseph said, “God will help me know about your dreams.”

The cupbearer told Joseph his dream. Joseph said the dream 
meant he would get his job back. The cupbearer was happy. 
Joseph asked the cupbearer to remember him when he returned to 
his job. The baker told Joseph his dream. Joseph told him his dream 
meant he would not continue to work for Pharaoh. 
     In three days Pharaoh gave a party. The cupbearer got his job 
back, but the baker did not. All happened just as God had told 
Joseph. But the cupbearer did not remember Joseph. 

GENESIS 39:21-23; 
40:5-8,20-23

Topic: Feeling Insignificant


