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Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

THE BIBLE MEETS LIFE: We have all experienced hurt from someone close to us. We don’t 
need to feel defeated, though, even when that betrayal carries great consequences to our 
families, friends, or ourselves. The good news is that God never betrays us, and we can trust that 
Holy Spirit is still at work. 

GENESIS 37:19-27; 39:1-2

THE POINT: Even when it is not 
obvious, God is still at work.
• Do you trust God? 
• Discuss with your student a time 

when you struggled to see God 
at work. Looking back, how did 
God use this time to shape you?

Discuss the following quote: “We are either in the process of 
resisting God’s truth or in the process of being shaped and 
molded by his truth.”1 —Charles Stanley

1. Charles Stanley, How to Listen to God (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 1985), 19.

LIVE IT OUT: Your student has been encouraged to do one or 
both Live It Out activities in the Personal Study Guide. Here are 
some suggested ways to help your student:

If he plans to complete Reach Out: 
• Pray with your student for the people he or she 

identified as struggling. 
• Discuss with your student ways to be a 

good encourager.

If he plans to do Reflect:
• Talk with your student a time you felt hurt or betrayed. 

How did you see God at work during that situation?
• Ask your student what he or she has learned through 

reading the passages of Scripture this week.

GENESIS 37

LIVE IT OUT: Hold both hands. 
Invite your child to say the words 
of the Life Verse with you while 
pointing to each finger. Remind her 
that when she feels alone, she can 
look at her fingers and remember 
that God will never leave her.

Joseph had ten older brothers and one younger brother. 
Joseph’s father gave him a beautiful coat made of many colors. 
When his brothers saw the coat, they were jealous.

Once Joseph dreamed that he and his brothers were tying up 
grain in a field. Their grain bowed down to his. In another dream 
the sun, moon, and eleven stars bowed down to Joseph. His 
brothers thought that Joseph believed he was better than them.

One day Joseph’s father sent him to check on his brothers who 
were minding the sheep. The brothers grabbed Joseph and threw 
him in an empty hole in the ground. They took his coat and sold 
him as a slave to some traders. 

Joseph’s brothers put blood on the coat and took it to their 
father. He was very sad because he thought Joseph was dead. But 
the traders sold Joseph to Potiphar, an important man in Egypt.

GENESIS 37

LIVE IT OUT: Hold up one hand 
and say the words of the Bible 
Verse while pointing to each finger 
on your hand. Invite your child to 
repeat it. Remind her that when 
she feels alone, she can look at the 
fingers on her hand and remember 
that God is always with her.

Joseph lived in a family with ten older brothers and one younger 
brother. Jacob, Joseph’s father, loved him very much. But Joseph’s 
brothers were angry with him because he told their father they had 
done something wrong.  

Joseph’s father gave him a beautiful coat made of many colors. 
When his brothers saw the coat, they were jealous of Joseph’s coat.

Once, Joseph dreamed dreams that showed he was more 
powerful than his older brothers. He told his brothers about the 
dreams. The brothers thought Joseph believed he could rule them.

One day Joseph’s father sent him to check on his brothers who 
were minding the sheep. When they saw him coming, they decided 
to harm Joseph. They took his coat and put him in a well. When 
some traders came by, the brothers sold Joseph to them. 

The traders took Joseph to Egypt and sold him to Potiphar. 

GENESIS 37:19-27; 
39:1-2

Topic: Betrayal 


