
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study More Than 
Enough these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

 
Introduction: When I was a freshman in high school, I had to read a short story for 
English class called “The Necklace”.  It’s about a young French woman who yearns to 
be in high society.  She and her husband get invited to a swanky party, and she buys a 
new dress for the occasion, but she feels she needs some fancy jewelry to complete it.  
She borrows an expensive diamond necklace from a well-to-do friend, but ends up 
losing it.  Her husband finds one exactly like it and purchases it for 36,000 francs (at the 
current exchange rate, that’s about six thousand dollars).  He has to borrow money to 
pay for it, and it takes them years to retire the debt.  Sometime later, the lady 
encounters the woman from whom she borrowed the necklace, and decides to tell her 
the whole story.  To her surprise, she finds out that the necklace she lost was only 
paste, and it was worth no more than 500 francs (about 85 dollars).   
 Leon Morris recounted this story in his book, Reflections on the Gospel of John, and he 
made the following comment: “That is a parable about life for many people.  They labor 
for the food that perishes, for that which has no permanent value.  Like the couple in the 
story they give the best years of their lives in working for what is worthless.”  In the sixth 
chapter of John, we see some people who had followed Jesus all the way across the 
Sea of Galilee in hopes that He would feed them again.  He used this occasion to teach 
them the meaning of true contentment. 
 

I. A stern accusation. 
 
A. Jesus had just recently fed thousands with five loaves and two fish, and 

many of that same crowd followed Him across the Sea of Galilee. 
1. They were surprised to find Him at Capernaum.   

a. They knew He was not with His disciples when they left in a boat, 
and no other boats had left the dock (v. 22). 

b. Jesus had crossed the sea on foot (vv. 18-21). 
2. Jesus knew they were seeking Him for the wrong reason. 

a. He had fed them the day before, and now they wanted breakfast. 
b. “Labor not for the meat which perisheth” – Physical food only 

satisfies for a short time.  The fact that the people were hungry 
again proved His point. 

B. Jesus urged them to seek for spiritual food that truly satisfies. 
1. This kind of food comes only from Jesus. 
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2. It “endureth unto everlasting life”.  This has a twofold meaning: 
a. Unlike earthly food, it lasts forever. 
b. It gives eternal life to all who receive it. 

3. Jesus noted that the Father had “sealed” Him.   
a. The seal represented ownership and affirmation. 
b. Jesus was saying that the Father had set His seal of approval on 

the work He did, and no one would be able to stop Him. 
 

II. A strange declaration. 
 

A. The people misunderstood what Jesus meant. 
1. They asked Him for a sign. 

a. This was a foolish request, since they had just seen Him do a 
miracle the day before. 

b. They mentioned that Moses had provided manna for the Israelites.  
2. Jesus clarified that God, not Moses, had given manna to the Israelites.  

However, that was nothing compared to the kind of “bread” Jesus had 
to offer. 

B. Jesus doesn’t just give everlasting food; He is the everlasting food (the 
word “I” is emphatic in the original Greek language). 
1. He satisfies our deepest needs. 

a. Our need for forgiveness. 
b. Our need for significance. 
c. Our need to be loved. 
d. Our need for hope beyond this life. 

2. His followers are chosen by the Father. 
a. The Bible says we love Him because He first loved us.  Likewise, 

we choose Him because He first chose us. 
b. Since He has chosen us, He will keep us forever. 

 
III. A sound proclamation. 

 
A. Jesus reminded them of His mission on earth. 

1. He had come to do the will of His Father. 
a. Jesus would later say, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30).  The 

Jews knew what He meant because they tried to stone Him (10:31-
33). 

b. Nevertheless, Jesus drew clear distinctions between Himself, the 
Father, and the Holy Spirit. 

2. Some facts about the Trinity: 
a. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are separate and distinct Persons, 

but they are all one and the same God. 
b. Attempts to explain the Trinity have invariably resulted in heresy.  

Someone has wisely said, “Try to understand it, and you will lose 
your mind.  Try to deny it, and you will lose your soul.” 

B. What was His Father’s will? 
1. The Son would not lose the ones the Father had given Him. 

a. The doctrine of election is not something we should try to figure out, 
but something in which to take great comfort. 
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b. Because the Father has chosen us, and because the Son has 
promised we will not be lost, we can rest assured that we are 
eternally secure. 

2. The ones He has chosen will have everlasting life. 
a. The soul is eternal, but through Jesus we have everlasting life 

instead of everlasting condemnation. 
b. He will “raise us up at the last day.”  In other words, one day we will 

be given eternal bodies that will not be under the curse of sin.  
 

Conclusion: Another presidential election year is upon us, and we’re already hearing 
all kinds of promises from the candidates.  They promise to fix the economy and take 
care of terrorists and bring necessary reforms to the government.  Certainly I believe 
Christians ought to do their civic duty and vote, but we need to keep things in the right 
perspective.  Unfortunately, politicians have a long history of making grandiose 
promises and not keeping them.  Will Rogers used to say politicians “go in on promises 
and come out on alibis.”  He said if we got one-tenth of what they promised us, there 
would be no inducement to go to heaven!  Besides, even when political leaders have 
the best of intentions, they’re only capable of doing so much.  They may satisfy some 
people for the short term, but they can’t bring us true contentment. 
  
I’m glad to know that our world is not ultimately in the hands of politicians.  In Him we 
have everything we need.  This world may be unfair, but we can rest in the assurance 
that He will win the final victory (John 16:33).  In the meantime, we can trust Him to 
provide for our needs and give us the necessary strength to face the trials of this world.  
Through Jesus Christ, we can find true and lasting contentment.     
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