
 
Session 8: Is Jesus Lord?  
Sermon Text: Colossians 1:15-23  
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Like No Other, based on 

the life of Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the 

same themes regarding Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  
 

This sermon outline is based on the Apostle Paul’s teaching concerning Christ’s preeminent role 

in creation, in salvation, and in our lives. These verses were possibly a poem or hymn that was 

used repetitively to teach the supremacy of Christ, not only in Colosse, but in other locales as 

well.  
 

Introduction: Modern-day Christianity, instead of calling people to repentance, faith, and 

submission to the supremacy of Christ, instead tells people that Jesus wants to give them a happy 

marriage or a stress-free life, or some other such benefit. While Jesus will certainly change our 

lives, our marriages, our stress levels, etc. when we bow before Him, we need to move away 

from "What can Jesus do for me" to "Am I living with Jesus as Lord?" We don't simply "add" 

Jesus to our lives; we are to surrender our lives to Him in total obedience. Jesus is not to have a 

prominent place in our lives; He is to be Preeminent!  
 

I. The Supremacy of Jesus Over Creation (Col. 1:15-17)  

 

He is God (vs. 15a). 'Image' in verse 15 is likeness, manifestation, or replica. Jesus is the 

physical manifestation of God. In John 14:8-9 Phillip asked Jesus, “Show us the Father.” Jesus 

replied, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.”  
 
He is the Unique Son of God (vs. 15b). 'Firstborn over all creation' in verse 15 does NOT teach 

that Jesus is a created being. The Firstborn in the Old Testament was the child that had rank, or 

supremacy. This was awarded by the father, and in some cases was not given to the first 

chronologically born son (see Jacob and Esau in Genesis 25:21-26, and Ephraim and Manasseh 

in Genesis 48:13-22). Jesus is the One to whom God has given all authority, over all of creation.  
 

He is the Creator of All Things (vs. 16). Giving further attention to the above argument of the 

Firstborn, Paul declares that Jesus was not created, but is THE Creator of everything. All of 

creation was by Him and is for His glory.  
 

He is the Sustainer of All Things (vs. 17). Jesus is before all things, in both time and in rank. By 

Him everything came to be; and by Him everything continues to be. He is the cohesion that 

keeps our world together.  



 

II. The Supremacy of Jesus Over His New Creation (Col. 1:18-19)  

 

He is the Head of the Church (vs. 18a). He is the source and authority of the church. From the 

Head comes all direction, power, stimulus for growth, etc.  
 

He is the Beginning (vs. 18b). Here, beginning means source, or original source. Jesus created 

the church.  
 

He is the Firstborn from the Dead (vs. 18c). The ranking One that has been resurrected from the 

dead. His resurrection guarantees our resurrection. Because He did, we will, too.  
 

The Fullness of God Dwells in Him (vs. 19). The sum total of all the divine power and attributes 

of God are found in Jesus. Jesus could not be any more God than His is right now!  
 

III. The Centrality of Jesus In Salvation (Col. 1:20-23) 

 

Explanation of Reconciliation (vs. 20). To reconcile means to restore friendly relations between 

parties. In purchasing our salvation on the cross, Jesus acted to reconcile us, and all of sin-ridden 

creation, to Himself, so that we could be at peace with Him.  
 

1. The Focus of Reconciliation - "to Himself" (vs. 20a) 

2. The Scope of Reconciliation - "all things" (vs. 20b)  

3. The Result of Reconciliation - "peace" (vs. 20c)  

4. The Means of Reconciliation - "the blood of His cross" (vs. 20d)  
 

Need for Reconciliation (vs. 21). The Apostle Paul explains in no uncertain terms the need for 

our reconciliation. Because of sin, we were separated, as an unknown alien, from God. We were 

against everything that God is for, because the wickedness of sin is contrary to all that God wills 

to be for us, which is holy.  
 

1. We were Alienated (vs. 21a) 

2. We were Enemies (vs. 21b)  

3. We were Wicked (vs. 21c)  
 

Results of Reconciliation (vs. 22). Because Jesus became “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 

6:23) for us, paying the penalty for our sin, God’s judgment against our sin was satisfied. 

Therefore, He declares us to be free from sin, clean in His sight. And because our sin was dealt 

with already, no one can bring it up against us ever again.  
 

1. Holy in His Sight (vs. 22a)  

2. Without Blemish (vs. 22b)  

3. Above Reproach (vs. 22c) (free from accusation)  
 

Closing: In light of the total supremacy of Jesus over everything, including ourselves, how 

should we respond?  



We cannot "make" Jesus Lord; God has already done that: "Therefore let all the house of Israel 

know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ." Acts 

2:36 (NKJV)  
 

We need to "SURRENDER" to Jesus as Lord. Philippians 2:10-11 provides a beautiful picture of 

that surrender: "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of 

those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus 

Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father." (NKJV) 
 

What does it mean to "surrender" or "bow the knee" to Jesus?  
 

● It means that Jesus does not simply have a prominent place in your life, but that He has 

Preeminence.  
● It means that Jesus does not only have 'a' place in your life, but that He has First Place.  
● It means that Jesus decides what has the most value in your life and for your family.  
● It means that Jesus determines the priorities in your life and in your family.  

 

***A life surrendered to the Lordship of Jesus Christ means that what Jesus commands 

and expects of us as revealed in Holy Scripture comes before what others think, what our 

kids want, what our extended family thinks, what the prevailing and popular trends of the 

world are, or any other consideration.*** 
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