
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  Jesus Christ is central to the Christian faith. That statement may 

seem obvious, but even Christians need a constant reminder that everything in our faith is built 

upon the person and work of Jesus Christ. Every aspect of Jesus’ life—from His birth to His 

current exalted state—is unique from any other person. His uniqueness means His life and 

character merit our fullest attention, and because He is uniquely God, His life and character 

greatly impact our lives. 

 

Session Five shares the crucifixion narrative from Matthew’s Gospel. The Point of the study is 

“Jesus’ death is at the heart of the gospel.”  

  

These text based sermons draw from the same Scripture passages as the small group studies, but 

explore other themes from the passage. This way, you as the pastor can reinforce the passage 

without repeating the small group study.   

  

Introduction: The mother of a nine-year-old boy named Mark received a phone call in the 

middle of the afternoon. It was the teacher from her son’s school. "Mrs. Smith, something 

unusual happened today in your son’s third grade class. Your son did something that surprised 

me so much that I thought you should know about immediately." The mother began to grow 

worried. The teacher continued, "Nothing like this has happened in all my years of teaching. This 

morning I was teaching a lesson on creative writing. And as I always do, I tell the story of the ant 

and the grasshopper: The ant works hard all summer and stores up plenty of food. But the 

grasshopper plays all summer and does no work. Then winter comes. The grasshopper begins to 

starve because he has no food. So he begins to beg, ‘Please Mr. Ant, you have much food. Please 

let me eat, too.’ Then I said, ‘Boys and girls, your job is to write the ending to the story.’ Your 

son, Mark, raised his hand. ‘Teacher, may I draw a picture?’ ’Well, yes, Mark, if you like, you 

may draw a picture. But first you must write the ending to the story.’ As in all the years past, 

most of the students said the ant shared his food through the winter, and both the ant and the 

grasshopper lived. A few children wrote, ‘No, Mr. Grasshopper. You should have worked in the 

summer. Now, I have just enough food for myself.’ So the ant lived and the grasshopper died.  

 

But your son ended the story in a way different from any other child, ever. He wrote, ‘So the ant 

gave all of his food to the grasshopper; the grasshopper lived through the winter. But the ant 

died.’ And the picture? At the bottom of the page, Mark had drawn three crosses." [Parable of 

Christ’s Sacrifice, Citation: Brad Walden, senior minister with the Tates Creek Christian Church, 

Lexington, KY; true story told by Mark’s grandfather at Westwood Cheviot Church of Christ, 

Cincinnati, OH] 

  

Sermon Series:  Like No Other: The Life of Christ   
To be used with:   Session  Five: A Death Like No Other   
Sermon Title Possibilities: “Give and take”; “Not everything is what it seems” 

 

    
     
Scripture:  Matthew 27:28-54   
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Mark’s story and picture were like no other. He pointed to a Savior who was like no other too. 

Jesus became a human so that He could experience what every other human on earth either has 

or will experience – death. Death isn’t unusual. Even the way that Jesus died wasn’t unusual. He 

was one of three who died on that day, and they all died on a cross. But what made his death like 

no other was that He willingly allowed mankind to give Him death so that He could take away 

their sin. The actions of that day showed both the character of man and the character of Jesus. 

 

1. People Give In Order to Take. Let’s focus on what the men who crucified Jesus gave to  

Jesus in order to take away from Jesus. 

 They gave pain to take joy (“crown of thorns” [v. 28]; “smote him” [v. 30]) They did 

not understand that Jesus’ joy didn’t come though pleasant circumstances. It came 

through the accomplishment of His mission – seeking and saving the lost (Lk. 15:11). 

The pain that they gave Him helped Him accomplish His mission! He told people who 

were going through persecution for His name to rejoice in that they were counted among 

the prophets (Matt. 5:11-12).  

 They gave shame to take respect (“stripped him” [v. 28]; “mocked him” [v. 29]; “spit 

upon Him” [v. 30]; “parted his garments” [v. 35]) The first time that two humans 

realized their own nakedness, they reacted by trying to cover themselves because of their 

shame over their sin (Gen. 3:7). And now, here is the one who had created them, naked 

against his will as He paid for their sin. But there was no shame felt by Jesus that day. 

There is never shame when love motivates the gift of self-sacrifice. We try to cover up. 

We try to hide. But Jesus allowed himself to be exposed to all the world both because He 

had no sin to hide (Heb. 4:15) and because He wanted all to see the love that was on 

display that day.   

 They gave condemnation to take approval (“accusation…king of the Jews” [v. 37]; 

“approval” [v. 43 NLT]) The reason that the Pharisees brought Jesus to Pilate was 

because they were envious of the popularity (approval) of Jesus among the people (Matt. 

27:18). Jesus had what they wanted. So they tried to turn Him into a criminal in the eyes 

of the people. It looked like they succeeded when the people desired a criminal (Barabbas 

27:21) more than they desired Jesus. And when they cried out “We have no king but 

Caesar!” (Jn. 19:15), it showed that they approved more of a pagan emperor than they did 

the King of kings. But their approval meant nothing to Jesus (Jn. 5:41), because He had 

the approval of His Father (Matt. 3:17). 

 They gave doubt to take confidence (v. 40-43). Those who crucified Jesus questioned 

His abilities (He saved others; but He cannot save Himself; v. 42); His nature (“If You 

are the Son of God”; v. 40); and even His relationship with His heavenly Father (“Let 

God rescus Him if He wants Him”; v. 43)  

 They gave death to take life They wanted Jesus gone…permanently! When speaking to 

the Pharisees, Jesus told them that their father, Satan, was a murderer and that they did 

the same works that their father did (John 8:44). Jesus told His disciples that the Enemy 

had come “to steal and to kill and to destroy” but that He had come to give abundant life 

(Jn. 10:10). In the end, they didn’t even have the satisfaction of taking His life, because 

He offered it up freely for us and to His Father. 
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As hard as they tried, they could not take from Jesus anything that He did not willingly give 

…including His life. In the book of Hebrews, the author talks about how Jesus was able to take 

all that they threw at Him and not give them the satisfaction of winning: “Looking unto Jesus the 

author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

despising the shame [He didn’t allow it to steal His respect], and is set down [He’s alive] at the 

right hand [He has God’s approval] of the throne of God [A place of confidence]. For consider 

him that endured [He took the worst that they had to give] such contradiction of sinners against 

himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds.” (Heb. 12:2-3) Everything negative that they 

meant for the cross to be in Jesus’ life, was turned around into something positive!  But we are 

not as strong as Jesus. We often allow men to steal from us what God meant to be a part of our 

lives. So, through the cross, Jesus worked to give back everything that men had taken. But his 

giving could only be accomplished through His taking. 

 

2. God Takes in Order to Give. In Jesus’ taking, He gave. He took to give something we 

needed. 

 He took desperation and gave hope: Jesus was crucified between two thieves (v. 38), 

men who were presumably desperate enough to steal.  The circumstances of life had 

stolen hope from them. So they responded by stealing and by hurting others. They 

attacked Jesus because others who had come into their lives offering help had all proved 

to be without power to do anything about their situation. But one of those men, after first 

attacking Jesus, saw something in Jesus that no one else had been able to offer – hope. 

And so he made a simple request: “remember me”. That man knew the day would end w/ 

his death, and he knew he deserved to die. It didn’t matter now. He knew that when he 

took his last breath, he would be with Jesus. 

 He took sickness and gave healing. Even those who mocked Jesus acknowledged that 

He “saved others” (v. 42). He had saved those who were physically sick and those who 

were spiritually sick (Matt. 4:24) and even those who were dead (Jn. 11). In two different 

places, He made it very clear that the healing of the sick was why He had come (Mark 

2:17; Lk. 4:18-21). But Jesus wasn’t interested in just giving us temporary healing. He 

wanted permanent healing. And so, He did not save Himself. He knew that it was 

through His stripes, that “we are healed” (Is. 53:5). 

 He took loneliness and gave relationship While on the cross, Jesus endured great 

loneliness (v. 46). Those who had only a week earlier called out, “Hosanna! Blessed is 

He who comes in the name of the Lord” (Matt. 21:9) were not present there. Darkness 

covered that place for three hours (v. 45), separating Jesus even from those few that were 

there. At the end of that time, Jesus cried out because He felt abandoned (v. 46). He felt 

the same thing that we have felt (Heb. 4:15)! But then, He made it clear that He was not 

alone or abandoned: “Father, into thy hands…” (Lk. 23:46). And neither are we alone or 

abandoned (v. 51, Eph. 2:18, Heb. 4:16). Through His death, we can have God as our 

Father (Jn. 1:12). 

 He took sin and gave salvation  Jesus, who knew no sin, took our sin on Himself so that 

we might be saved (2 Cor. 5:21). He became the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world (Jn. 1:29) by placing it on His own shoulders (Ps. 81:6).  

 He took death and gave resurrection (“arose and came out of the graves” [v. 52-53]) 

According to verses 52-53, many holy people came out of their tombs after Jesus 
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resurrection. What an amazing foreshadowing of the resurrection day we all have to look 

forward to! When Jesus took our sin, He also took its consequence…death (Romans 

5:12, 21). Jesus took the sting of death and replaced it with the thrill of new life (1 Cor. 

15:55-56). 

 

Conclusion: What life has given, Jesus wants to take away. And what Jesus takes away wasn’t 

worth holding onto anyway. Perhaps Job said it best: “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; 

blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) He, better than most, knew what it was to lose 

everything. Satan gave him grief and pain and loneliness. But God took it all away, so that He 

could give him Himself. What it is that the world has given you that you want God to take away? 

What is it that God has been desirous to take away only to have you hold onto it with every 

ounce of strength that you have? Open your hands to Him. Let Him take what is contaminating 

your life in order that He might give what only He can offer. 

 

 

Chris Talton is married with two grown children, Vikky and Ben, and one grandson. I live in 

Ga which is also where I grew up. I enjoy spending time with my family, playing ping pong with 

my son, and watching the occasional science fiction movie (whenever his wife will let me).He 

teaches Bible at a Christian school, and  teaches a life-group at Beulah Baptist Church.  

 


