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Title: I Have Come 
Sermon Text: John 1:14 
Theme-Based Sermon Outline 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Like No Other, based on 

the life of Christ, these sermon outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the 

same themes regarding Jesus’ birth, life, death, and resurrection, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture.  
 

This sermon outline is based on the Apostle John’s words describing Jesus’ entrance into this 

world where he highlights both Jesus’ humanity and His deity. John wrote his gospel to 

demonstrate that Jesus was the Son of God, and John 1:14 is perhaps the most powerful 

declaration of Jesus’ dual nature in all of scripture.  
 

Introduction: "I'll be back soon," a World War II soldier told his wife before leaving her and 

their infant son. Four years of war and fighting went by. The young mother would show her boy 

a portrait of the soldier and say, "See, that's your daddy. One day he's going to come home." In 

reality, she didn't know what to expect. One morning the boy said, "Mommy, wouldn't it be great 

if Daddy would just step out of the picture frame?" 
 

In a sense that's what God did over 2,000 years ago. As part of his eternal plan, he stepped out of 

heaven and became a man so you and I could look at Jesus and say, "That's what God looks 

like." The Apostle John described the stepping out in John 1:14. This verse is the climax of 

John's prologue as John completes his introduction of Jesus by proclaiming his humanity in the 

midst of his divinity. Without this verse the rest of the story has no meaning.  
 

This verse reveals four great certainties: 
 

I. Jesus Became Human 

Jesus is the Word that always "was", and now became a temporal event at a point in history 

"became flesh". We often say that Jesus is God. That is true. But here's an incredible statement: 

God became Jesus of Nazareth! Jesus Christ became the visible expression of the invisible God. 

Jesus became a visual aid! (i.e.: PowerPoint).  
 

The Son did not cease to be God when He became a man. He added humanity but did not 

subtract deity. He was fully God and fully man.  The God-Man. Ponder that for a moment. The 

Almightiness of God moved in a human arm. The love of God now beat in a human heart. The 

wisdom of God now spoke from human lips. The mercy of God reached forth from human 

hands. Jesus was God wrapped in human flesh. 



 

Remember the story of the little girl who was frightened at night during a thunderstorm. She 

cried out to her Daddy, "Help me." Her Daddy in the next room said, "Honey, God loves you and 

will take care of you." Another bolt of lightning and clap of thunder caused the girl to cry out 

again, "Daddy!" Her Daddy gave her the same response, "Honey, God loves you and will take 

care of you." The storm raged again and the frightened girl yelled again. Her Daddy's response 

was the same. But the girl replied, "Daddy, I know that God loves me, but right now I need 

someone with skin on." When Jesus stepped out he was God with skin on. God became a man in 

human flesh. 
 

II. Jesus Lived Among Us 

The word "dwelt" (NKJV) is a military term meaning to bivouac or pitch a tent. "Pitching a tent 

among us" implies that God wants to be on familiar terms with us. He wants to be close. He 

wants a lot of interaction. If you come into a community and build a huge mansion with a wall 

around it, you're probably saying that you don't really want to be bothered by people. But if you 

set up a tent in my back yard, you will probably use my bathroom, eat often at my table, play 

with my kids. This is why God became human. He came to pitch a tent in our human back yard 

so that we would have a lot of dealings with him. The OT Tabernacle was sometimes called the 

"Tent of Meeting". It was the divinely appointed meeting place between God and man. In a much 

deeper sense, Jesus is the place where we meet God today.  
 

III. Jesus Revealed His Glory 

"Beheld", means to gaze intently upon, to study as in a laboratory. Glory refers to the visible 

manifestation of God's presence and power. It carries the idea of weight, value, and importance. 

When Jesus walked on earth, people could see, gaze upon, God's presence shining through Him.  
Jesus was not invisible nor was he obscure. When you look at Jesus, you see the face of God. 

God wants to be seen and to be known in his Son. When you hear Jesus teach; you hear God 

teach. When you come to experience Jesus; you experience God. In Jesus we see God. 
 

IV. Jesus Invites Us to Himself  

When he stepped out, Jesus offered grace and truth. These are the final two great pair of words 

of John's prologue as he introduces Jesus. Grace is an irresistible compulsion to give men more 

than they deserve which springs spontaneously from the boundless generosity of God. Truth, on 

the other hand, has roots in a divine determination to be consistent, predictable, and thereby 

trustworthy in dealing with mankind. Grace without truth is easily seen as sentimentality while 

truth without grace can appear to be an inflexible rigidity. 
 

Because he was full of grace, he died for you and me while we were yet sinners. Because he was 

full of truth, he was able to pay for our sins completely. Here is the good news for people like us. 

Because Jesus is grace-full, we can come just as we are to him. We don't have to clean ourselves 

up first. Because he is truth-full, you can come in complete confidence knowing that he will keep 

his promises. When he promises a complete pardon for your sins, he means it. 

● Jesus is not like some distant relative that you see every couple of years. He wants to 

move into your life. He wants to be the "go-to" person of your life. He wants to be 

engaged and involved.  
● Most often we think of God as being "up there", far removed from the cares and concerns 

of His created world.  



● But because Jesus became a man, God came down here, living in our midst.  
● We could never reach Him up there, but in love He came down here to us.  
● He became touchable, approachable, and reachable. 

 

Closing: She was fifteen and he was seventeen when they met. All through high school they 

dated and, after high school, it was not a surprise to anyone that they were married. Four years 

later, she was standing in her kitchen with a pile of dirty dishes in the sink, two children at her 

feet, and a pile of dirty diapers in the corner. Tears were streaming down her face. Looking back, 

she could never be quite sure why she made the decision, but she did. She took off her apron and 

walked out. She called that night and her young husband answered the phone. He was, 

understandably, quite worried and, also, quite angry. "Where are you?" he said, his concern and 

his anger fighting for control of his voice. "How are the children?" she asked, ignoring his 

question. "Well, if you mean have they been fed, they are. I've also put them to bed. They are 

wondering, just as I am, where are you? What are you doing?" 

 

She hung up the phone that night, but it wasn't the last of the phone calls. She called almost 

every week for the next three months. Her husband, knowing that something was seriously 

wrong, began, in those phone calls, to plead with her to come home. He would tell her that the 

children were with their grandparents during the day and were well cared for. He would tell her 

that he loved her. He would tell her how much they all missed her and then he would try to find 

out where she was. Whenever the conversation turned to her whereabouts, she would hang up. 

 

Finally, the young husband could stand it no longer. He took their savings and hired a private 

detective to find his wife. The detective reported that the run-away wife was in a third-rate hotel 

in Des Moines, Iowa. The young man borrowed the money from his in-laws, bought a plane 

ticket and flew to Des Moines. After taking a cab from the airport to the hotel, he climbed the 

stairs to his wife's room on the third floor. 

 

If you had been there, you would have seen the doubt in his eyes and you would have noticed the 

perspiration on his forehead. His hand trembled as he knocked on the door. When his wife 

opened the door, he forgot his prepared speech and said, "We love you so much. Won't you come 

home?" She fell apart in his arms. They went home together. 

 

One evening, some weeks later, the children were in bed and he and his wife were sitting in the 

living room before the fire. He finally got up enough courage to ask the question that had 

haunted him for so many months. He asked, "Why wouldn't you come home? Why, when I told 

you over and over again that I loved you and missed you, didn't you come home?" "Because," 

she said with profound simplicity, "before those were only words. But then you came." 

 

Jesus came. He personally comes to each of offering grace and truth. He didn't stand off at a 

distance. He is personally reaching out to you.  
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