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To be Used With Session 6: Stick With Acceptance 
Title: How Acceptance Rescues a Person 

Text: 2 Samuel 9:1-13 
 

To complement the small group study of Like Glue: Making Relationships Stick, these sermon 
outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes so the pastor can 
reinforce the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture. 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: Every relationship will have disagreements. It is what we do 

with these disagreements that shows whether we are following in the way of the master or in our 
own flesh. God has given us help in his word on how to relate to one another when our 
differences threaten to come between us. The Point of Session 6 is “Strong relationships are not 

hindered by differences of opinion.” 
 

Introduction:  

One of the most beautiful acts of acceptance that rescued a man’s life from certain death was 
expressed by a king to an outcast. Saul was dead. David had been crowned King of Israel. It was 

common practice in those days to exterminate all members of a previous dynasty to prevent any 
descendant from seeking the throne. David’s response was quite the contrary. He asked, “Is there 

anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan’s sake?” (2 Sam. 
9:1 NIV). Actually, kindness is an unfortunate translation, because it often smacks of softness. 
What David was expressing was much deeper than that. David wanted to practice undeserved, 

unearned, and unrepayable grace.  David, the strong and famous king, reached out in kindness to 
Mephibosheth, the cripple and outcast, and accepted him as one of his own. 

 

1. Acceptance changes people. 

 

Upon hearing David gesture of grace “Mephibosheth bowed down and said, ‘What is your 
servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?’” (2 Sam. 9:8 NIV). He called himself a dead 

dog. Which was to compare himself to the nastiest, foulest thing he could think of. For a Jew it 
was a double slam. To them, a dog was the most repulsive animal imaginable. On top of that, 
anything dead was vile and unclean. He thought of himself as a pile of garbage. People added to 

his inferiority by calling him Mephibosheth which means “a man of shame.” 
 

As he lay prostrate before the king in his moment of greatest vulnerability, perhaps the name-
calling of a lifetime came flooding over him. Maybe he heard again the humiliating taunts of 
those who found him worthless and despicable. Probably he expected the disdain with which he 

had become accustomed. 
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Crippled. Handicapped. An outcast. Dead dog. Man of Shame. Such words were never spoken 
by David. Instead David says, “Where is this son?” (2 Sam. 9:4 NCV). Mephibosheth thought of 

himself as a servant. David called him a son.  
 

One wonders how long it had been since Mephibosheth was called a son.  
 

2. Acceptance restores people. 

 
David gave him a new identity. Now he was going to provide for his needs—food, shelter, and 

financial resources. David said, “I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your 
grandfather Saul” (2 Sam. 9:7b NIV). He inherited the riches of his grandfather. It was like 
winning the mega-jackpot lottery and having a rich uncle leave you his fortune all in a single 

day. It was too good to be true. 
 

Acceptance is more than a pat on the back and saying, “Have a good day.” Acceptance gets 
involved. It goes the second mile. It treats one as a person of value.  
 

David could have ignored Mephibosheth. Who would have blamed him? Who would have 
confronted him if he had? But David did not ignore him.  

 

3. Acceptance upgrades people. 

 

All of Mephibosheth’s life was one of rejection. But, David in one magnificent gesture of 
acceptance not only gave him a new identity and provided for his needs he also reached out to 

him and upgraded him to an exalted position. “You will always eat at my table” (2 Samuel 9:7 
NIV). Mephibosheth, the castaway, now knew the wonderful feeling of acceptance. He knew the 
joy of being drawn into a family. He knew the warmth of love. He knew the contentment that 

someone cared.  
 

Have you ever been in a school cafeteria or the break room at work or at a convention lunch time 
with your lunch and looking for a place to sit and eat? Then someone yells out, “Hey, eat with 
us.” You stride over feeling wanted and accepted.  

 
David upgraded Mephibosheth from wilderness to his table, from barrenness to honor, from 

destitution to plenty. He brought him into the very palace of the king. David reached out to him 
in love. He not only saved him; he embraced him in his arms, adopting him as a son. 
 

4. Acceptance extends grace to people. 

 

Don’t overlook verse three. David asked, “Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom 
I can show God’s kindness?” (2 Sam. 9:3 NIV). God had demonstrated grace and acceptance to 
David in so many ways. His life had been spared on numerous occasions. He fought the giant 

Goliath and won. He had escaped the snares and dangers of wild beasts. His life had been 
redeemed from the pit of pain and hunger and desertion more than a few times. Now, David 

wanted to reciprocate that grace. Those who have been touched by God’s grace want to pass it 
on. 



3 
 

 
What David did for Mephibosheth, God does for us. Just as the king brought the outcast into the 

palace and made him a son, God adopts us into his family. You and I are Mephibosheth’s, too. 
The similarities between his life and ours are eerie. Before we came into a relationship the 

Father, we spent our lives running from him in brokenness and shame. We feared that entering 
his presence would bring judgment upon our heads. When finally we lay trembling at his feet, he 
touched us and said, “Don’t be afraid.” He lifted us up and said, “I’m going to give back to you 

everything you ever lost because of sin. I’m going to give you an inheritance, blessings, and 
riches in the heavenly places. But more than that, I want you forever in my presence eating at my 

table, and I’m going to call you my child.” 
 
And when we protest to God, “But why would You care about a handicapped loser like me?” 

God answers, “Because I know your brother Jesus. And for his sake, I’m going to do it all for 
you.” 

 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, Cindy, have 
one child. 


