
 
 

To Be Used With: Session Five: Stick With Humility 

Sermon Title Possibilities:  

 Humble Church 

 How to Walk in Humility 
Scripture: Philippians 2:1-5,13-15 

Connection with Unit Theme: Relationships thrive in the soil of humility. Being a humble 

church—and having relationships marked by humility—comes from being united by Christ.  

Introduction: 

In the summer of 1986 two ships collided in the Black Sea off the coast of Russia. Hundreds of 

passengers died as they were hurled into the icy waters below. News of the disaster was further 

darkened when an investigation revealed the cause of the accident. It wasn't a technology 

problem like radar malfunction or even thick fog. The cause was human stubbornness. Each 

captain was aware of the other ships presence nearby. Both could have steered clear, but 

according to news reports, neither captain wanted to give way to the other. Each was too proud 

to yield first. By the time they came to their senses it was too late. I'm sure neither captain 

thought it could ever get as serious as it did. It's amazing how a minor disagreement can fester 

and grow to become so major and hurt so many people1. 

Our relationships are often like those two captains. We’ve got a course set in our mind just as the 

other person has his course set. Pride will keep us from adjusting our course to serve our brothers 

and sisters. Pride will consider self to be first. Thankfully Christ has redeemed us to a better way. 

In Philippians 2:1-15 we see this better way that God has given us to relate to one another. A 

humble church will look like that envisioned in this passage.  

I. A humble church will have the same mission (Philippians 2:1-4) 

 

There isn’t much information to go on about the disunity in the church at Philippi, what we do 

know is two ladies, Euodia and Syntyche weren’t getting along. Perhaps they were like the 

Russian ship captains, neither willing to budge. It is likely that this bit of disunity was in Paul’s 

mind in Philippians 2. What would bring the church together? What will provide the unity 

envisioned in 2:1-4? I think the words of A.W. Tozer are fitting:  

“Has it ever occurred to you that one hundred pianos all tuned to the same fork are 

automatically tuned to each other? They are of one accord by being tuned, not to each other, 
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but to another standard to which each one must individually bow. So one hundred worshipers 

met together, each one looking away to Christ, are in heart nearer to each other than they 

could possibly be, were they to become 'unity' conscious and turn their eyes away from God 

to strive for closer fellowship2.” 

Therefore, a humble church will have the same mission. A passion for Christ above self is the 

only thing powerful enough to draw us out of self-worship. He alone will cause us to consider 

others above ourselves.  

Application: God’s mission is to root out of his kingdom all sin and unbelief and to replace it 

with passionate worshippers. Is this your mission? What would happen if everyone in your 

church had the same mission? Humility comes when we are captivated by a vision greater than 

ourselves.  

II. A humble church will have the same model (Philippians 2:5-11) 

 

Christ is the perfect model of humility. These verses show what would have happened if Jesus 

had put his own needs above ours. The incarnation would have never happened. He would have 

never been nailed to a tree. He would have never been forsaken by the Father. But Christ models 

considering the needs of others above your own. He, being God, took the very nature of a servant 

for the sake of others. This is humility. If a church will have humility then it will look like Christ. 

Likewise, it will have a realistic understanding of self in comparison to a holy God and a realistic 

view of self in light of the work of the humble Christ.  

Application: The world defines greatness in terms of transitory things like money, power, and 

Twitter followers. But Christ defines greatness by putting others above yourself. What is your 

model for humility and living together in relationships? Do you have the worlds standard of 

greatness or the humble model of Christ as your standard? 

III. A humble church will have the same mindset (Philippians 2:12-14) 

 

In verses 12-14 we see the outcome of the self-centered mindset of the world contrasted to God-

centered mindset of the believer. When we are self-obsessed then things like grumbling and 

complaining naturally follow. We gripe about the weather because we assume that we deserve a 

sunny day. We are overly demanding in our relationships because we assume we deserve perfect 

friends. Such a mindset doesn’t shine out like stars. But the mindset of believers is different. 

When we realize who we are before God and the rescue that He has provided completely by his 

grace then our griping turns to gratitude.  

Application: If our mindset is one of grumbling and complaining then this reflects that we do not 

have the mind of Christ. What does your mouth reveal about your mindset?  
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Conclusion: 

I believe Dave Harvey in his book, Rescuing Ambition, gives us a great barometer to measure our 

level of humility: 

One great measure of our humility is whether we can be ambitious for someone else’s 

agenda. Not just tolerate and accommodate the goals of those over us, but adopt their 

vision, promote and pursue their dreams. Our willingness to make others a success is a 

great measure of the purity of our ambitions3.  

And lest we think this does not apply to Christ consider his relationship to the Father. His life 

ambition was to please the Father—to fulfill His agenda. He was so passionate about serving the 

Father in this way that He would become a servant and even die upon a shameful tree. Christ is 

our model even in this. But he is not only our model. Through his obedience to the Father he has 

accomplished our redemption as well.  
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