
 
To Be Used With: Session Four: Stick With Service 

Sermon Title Possibilities:  

Freed to Serve  

Who God Freed You For 

Scripture: Galatians 5:13-15; 6:1-5,10 

Connection with Unit Theme: We have been freed from the law. But this freedom is not for 

ourselves but so that we can serve others in love.  

Introduction: 

Tullian Tchividjian tells a story about a young slave girl that has been freed: 

There's a story that has been told from Civil War days before America's slaves were 

freed, about a northerner who went to a slave auction and purchased a young slave girl. 

As they walked away from the auction, the man turned to the girl and told her, "You're 

free." 

With amazement she responded, "You mean, I'm free to do whatever I want?" 

"Yes," he said. 

"And to say whatever I want to say?" 

"Yes, anything." 

"And to be whatever I want to be?" 

"Yep." 

"And even go wherever I want to go?" 

"Yes," he answered with a smile. "You're free to go wherever you'd like." 

She looked at him intently and replied, "Then I will go with you1." 

 

We too have been freed by Christ. At times, however, we are tempted to use our freedom as a 

license to serve ourselves. If we are to really follow the one who has freed us then we’ll use our 

freedom for the sake of others.   

I. The gospel frees us to serve others. (Galatians 5:13-15) 

 

In Galatians 5:13 God declares through Paul that we have been freed from the requirements of 

the law. But God has a different view of freedom than sinful humanity does. For us freedom 

means a license to do whatever our flesh desires. Christ has given to us a much greater freedom. 

As Tom Schreiner explains, “Freedom suggests to human being an open door to fulfill natural 
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desires, but subjection to such desires is not freedom but slavery. True freedom liberates 

believers from their selfish will so that they find joy in serving others2.”  

What Paul goes on to say is that the whole law is fulfilled in loving your neighbor as yourself. 

Even though believers are no longer under the law we are actually enabled to fulfill the whole 

law by loving and serving one another. But even still, old habits die hard. As verse 15 shows us 

the old way of relating to one another is still a possibility.  

Application: Christian, you have been rescued from the slavery of self-obsession. Use your 

freedom to serve others. Do you use the freedom that Christ bought to serve yourself or to serve 

others?  

II. The gospel frees us to strengthen others (Galatians 6:1-5) 

 

There is a principle in life that is about as certain as death and taxes. This principle is that I feel 

100% of my own weight and usually only a little percentage of the weight that you bear. 

Likewise, I have a tendency to add more weight to your sin and your sin against me than I add to 

my own sin or my sin against you. Galatians 6:1-5 speaks into these tendencies. We have been 

freed from the weight of our condemnation so we can carry the burdens of others. We no longer 

have to use our strength trying to be made acceptable by God—Christ has already purchased this. 

So we can use that energy to carry the weight of others.  

But at the end of the day as we see in Galatians 6:5 we are all responsible for our own load. You 

are accountable for your weight and if other believers don’t help you carry that weight it isn’t on 

them—it is on you. We each will stand as individuals before God. But Christian love calls us to 

help others carry their burdens—to strengthen them so they will stand on that day.  

Application: Who in your life needs strengthened? What burdens do you need carried? Do you 

have people in your life that know you well enough to know the burdens you carry? Do you 

know them? What tangible ways can you look outside of yourself to strengthen another believer? 

III. The gospel frees us to strive for others (Galatians 6:10) 

 

When we are given opportunities we must seize them. The gospel has freed us to work for other 

people. What is likely in Paul’s mind in the context is financial assistance. We should work hard 

so that we can help others when given the opportunity. It may not even mean that you have 

financial resources to help, but perhaps you have gained other skills. We should labor hard for 

the sake of serving others. That is what God is saying to us in this text.  

Application: Are you breaking a sweat in serving others? If we only “serve” when it is 

convenient then it is not true service. How are you putting your resources to work for the sake of 

the kingdom.  
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Conclusion: 

In his book, Servanthood as Worship, Nate Palmer makes the point that true servants are not 

their own, they are at the disposal of their master. As such we don’t get to pick who the gospel as 

freed us to serve, strengthen, and strive for. Palmer continues:  

[Jesus] went to places and he served people that were unholy, unfashionable, 

inconvenient, unattractive, unhealthy, and dangerous. He lost sleep and skipped meals in 

order to meet needs and speak truth. He did not make exceptions; therefore we cannot, 

whether our primary calling is to serve inside or outside the church building… My point 

is not that true serving will always be pure hardship, for there is a unique joy that comes 

in serving God according to his will. But if we have been serving for some time under 

conditions that truly suit our comfort and convenience, we are likely serving the master 

of Self3. 
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