
 

 
 

To be Used With Session 1: Stick With Love 
Title: How Love Changes a Person 

Text: Luke 19:1-10 
 
To complement the small group study of Like Glue: Making Relationships Stick, these sermon 

outlines will use different Scripture passages to reinforce the same themes so the pastor can 
reinforce the study from the pulpit, focusing on the same topic, but using different Scripture. 

 
Connection with Unit Theme: Because of the love for Christ for us we are able to see love permeate 

our every relationship whenever we follow Christ in love. The Point of Session 1 is “Let love 

permeate every relationship.” 
 

We notice change. We are fascinated by it. It grabs our attention because of the striking sweep from 
one position to another. Change, especially quick, dramatic change, gets talked about. 
 

It was such a dramatic change that occurred in Jericho with a man named Zacchaeus, a Jewish tax 
collector. He profited off his fellow countrymen. He was hated by the people of Jericho. When 

Jesus came through town Zacchaeus climbed up in the low branches of a sycamore tree to catch a 
glimpse. Jesus stopped at the sycamore tree. He called Zacchaeus by name, and told him to climb 
down, because he was going to Zacchaeus' house to eat.   

 
We do not know what happened at Zacchaeus' house. We presume that they ate a meal, but what 

did they talk about? What did Jesus say to Zacchaeus? How long were they together? We don't 
know. We do know that at the end of their time together, Zacchaeus was a changed man. The 
grasping, selfish, devious, conniving Zacchaeus became the generous, giving, sharing Zacchaeus.  

 
Jesus loved Zacchaeus enough to stop, to relate, and to share a meal. Christ’s love changed 

Zacchaeus. Love changes people.  
 
1.  Love changes our entangled existence to free us.   

 

Zacchaeus had climbed the ladder of wealth and power like he climbed the tree. The sin of 

misusing his fellow countrymen was ever before him. He was in a desperate state of mind. He was 
unhappy about life. Something was gnawing at his insides—something that money or position or 
power could not satisfy. 

 



And along came Jesus. Jesus’ love could set him free. Jesus was exactly what Zacchaeus had been 
looking for. Jesus entered his life bringing order among the chaos, peace among the confusion, and 

freedom from the entanglement.   
 

2. Love changes loneliness into friendship.   

 

Zacchaeus had amassed quite a fortune. But his wealth could not purchase the kind of meaningful 

relationships for which he longed. To use the old phrase, he was “alone in a crowd.” He was like 
the man in an advertisement. It showed an executive on board a trans-Atlantic flight. His first-class 

seat pulled back, the foot rest pulled up like a bed position. He was lying there with his tie 
loosened. And the caption read, “It’s lonely at the top.” 
 

Many folks are like Zacchaeus; they cry out for friendship because they are desperately lonely. One 
psychologist says that one of the biggest problems with our affluent society is that we are lonely.  

 
Christina Onassis inherited the incredible fortune from the Onassis family. At age 37, she was a 
pharmaceutical drug addict is which she eventually overdosed, leading to her death. Simon and 

Schuster chronicled her life in a book. They gave the book a unique title: All of the Pain that Money 
Can Buy. 

 
Jesus addressed Zacchaeus’ loneliness by having a meal with him. One of the most loving acts a 
person can do is to share a meal with another human. That is what Jesus did with Zacchaeus. The 

crowd saw a money-hungry scoundrel, Jesus saw an emotionally starved man in need of a friend.   
 

3. Love changes the selfish to the selfless.   

 
Zaccheaus was selfish. His motto for life was: He who has the most toys wins. His golden rule was:  

He who has the most gold rules. Those values drove his life. Money was his god and his lover and 
his companion.   

 
Money is not the root of all evil; but the love of money is. When we desire more and more, when 
we focus too much on money, we fall into temptation, into a trap, into many foolish desires that 

lead us into spiritual trouble and pain. We get priorities out of focus; we emphasize the unimportant 
and neglect the essential. 

 
Zacchaeus had been a rich fool: grasping, acquisitive, planning how to enrich himself. But he was 
different after meeting Christ. He changed his attitude toward money, and he changed how he spent 

it. He pledged to give half his wealth, which was an enormous amount, to the poor. He became less 
selfish with his money and more selfless. He gave.   

 
4. Love changes the unlovely to the lovely.   

 

Our preoccupation with attractiveness ought to make us extremely receptive to the plight of poor 
Zachaeus. Aside from those individuals with such obvious problems as blindness or lameness, 

Zacchaeus was the only person in the entire New Testament noted for having a physical handicap.   
 



Zacchaeus must have been very, very short for his size—possibly a midget or a dwarf—to have 
drawn attention and to have received such notice. Zacchaeus was probably the butt of many jokes. 

He would have always been chosen last for games and laughed at by the pretty girls. Maybe for this 
reason he took the job as a tax collector. Maybe he said, “I’ll show them, I will become the most 

powerful man in our city.” 
 
But when Jesus passed by, Zacchaeus experienced a miracle. He sat with the Savior. He saw all the 

worries about physical stature, his ambitions about wealth, and his desire to have people notice him 
diminish in light of eternity. Jesus looked at him and saw a person of value.  Zacchaeus saw a look 

from Jesus that changed his life. All the old hurts and indignities faded into nothingness.   
 
Zaccheaus emerged from his encounter with Christ as a new man. Christ’s love had changed him. It 

was obvious as a light being turned on in a dark room. It was as obvious as a corpse rising from its 
coffin to live again. It was obvious by his new found freedom, his new friendship, his giving 

nature, and his lovely appearance.  
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