
 
To Be Used With: Session One: Let Love Permeate Every Relationship 

Sermon Title Possibilities:  

Love Like Christ 

Following the Footsteps of Love 

Scripture: John 15:9-14 

Connection with Unit Theme: Because of the love for Christ for us we are able to see love 

permeate our every relationship whenever we follow Christ in love. 

Introduction: 

Relationships are tough. This shouldn’t be surprising, after all every human relationship is a 

relationship between two sinners. One of the Christians of the past that I’ve learned a great deal 

from in relationships is John Newton. Newton was a rare breed, in that he was steadfast in his 

love of truth but he was even more known for his love of people.  

I’ve studied the life of Newton to try to figure out what motivated him in his relationships. How 

was he able to love someone like William Cowper—who would be incredibly draining with all 

of his struggles? How could Newton love someone like Thomas Scott—who slandered Newton 

from his pulpit but was eventually won to the faith by Newton himself? The answer that I have 

found is that Newton was so touched by the love of Christ for him that he found it natural to love 

others. Consider this from Newton: 

Whoever . . . has tasted of the love Christ, and has known, by his own experience, the 

need and the worth of redemption, is enabled, Yea, he is constrained, to love his fellow 

creatures. He loves them at first sight; and, if the providence of God commits a 

dispensation of the gospel, and care of souls to him, he will feel the warmest emotions of 

friendship and tenderness, while he beseeches them by the tender mercies of God, and 

even while he warns them by his terrors1.  

Newton loved because he was first loved by Christ. We see this same dynamic at work in John 

15:9-14. Our love for one another follows the love of Christ for us. Because of this our love takes 

a certain shape.  

I. Because our love for one another follows the love of Christ, our love must be an 

obedient love. (John 15:9-10) 

 

                                                           
1 Taken from http://www.desiringgod.org/biographies/john-newton-the-tough-roots-of-his-habitual-tenderness 



Throughout John 13-17 Jesus connects the relationship between the Father and Son with the 

relationship between the Son and his followers. In verses 9-10 we see the Son’s love for his 

disciples is the same as the Father’s love for the Son. This is astounding when we consider the 

eternal depth of the Father’s love for the Son. For Jesus to say that He has this same love for his 

followers means that Jesus’ love for us is a completed thing. It is never going to change.  

But notice in verse 10 the way the Son’s reciprocates the love of the Father. He does this by 

keeping the Father’s commands and thus remaining in His love. D.A. Carson says it well, “The 

injunction to remain in Jesus’ love…presupposes that, however much God’s love for us is 

gracious and undeserved, continued enjoyment of that love turns, at least in part, on our response 

to it2.”  

Application: This means that if we are going to enjoy not only our relationship with the Father 

but also our relationship with others, then our love will be one marked by obedience to the Lord. 

We cannot say that we rightly love others if our “love” is in opposition to holiness. To truly love 

others is to obey the Lord in how we relate to one another.  

II. Because our love for one another follows the love of Christ, our love must be a 

joyous love. (John 15:11) 

 

Tucked away in the middle of a discussion on keeping the Lord’s commandment to love is a 

statement about joy. Jesus tells us in verse 11 the reason for urging us to follow in His footsteps 

of love; namely, it will increase our joy. So often we make a sharp dichotomy between joy and 

obedience. Jesus blows up such a notion. Keeping the Lord’s commandments is the door to joy. 

Likewise our already purchased joy in Christ is the fuel for obedience. The two can never be 

separated.  

Application: Do you avoid tough relationships because you are afraid they will suck your joy? 

While some relationships can be draining we have a promise from Jesus of an infinite reservoir 

of joy when we obediently pursue loving one another. In the same way when we are drinking 

deeply of joy in God this will spill over into joyous relationships with others.  

III. Because our love for one another follows the love of Christ, our love must be a 

sacrificial love. (15:12-14) 

 

While love is joyous it is also costly. In verse 12 Jesus commands us to love others in the way 

that he has loved us. While it is true that it was a joy for him to love us (11) it was also costly for 

him to love us. Christ paid the ultimate price to secure our friendship—he laid down his life. To 

follow in the love of Christ, then, is to follow him in sacrificing for others.  

Application: Are there any relationships in which you have been unwilling to pay the price of 

love? If so, consider what Christ has done on your behalf and pay the price.  

  

                                                           
2 Carson, D. A. The Gospel According to John. Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 1991, p. 520. 



Conclusion: 

I love simple and practical statements. That is why I am thankful for the very practical words of 

Paul Tripp in his book Broken-Down House. He closes a section on love by giving several 

“practical terms” to show “what it means to be committed to being an instrument of cross-shaped 

love”. Here are a few of those3: 

● It means not keeping yourself so busy with you and yours that you have no practical time 

to love others. 

● It means being willing to have your life complicated by the needs and struggles of others. 

● It means actively looking for places where you can function as one of God’s tools of 

love. 

● It means making life decisions out of a recognition of this inescapable call to love. 

● It means being more committed to reconciliation than being right. 

● It means moving beyond simply surrounding yourself with people whom you find 

comfortable and likeable. 

● It means being willing to endure tense and uncomfortable situations lovingly. 

● It means loving people in such a way that they never feel like they are in debt to you. 
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3 Tripp, Paul D. Broken-down House: Living Productively in a World Gone Bad. Wapwallopen, Pa: Shepherd Press, 2009. Print. 


