
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Five, Hope Renewed 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Great Sin, Greater Savior 
 What If I  Stumble? 
Scripture: Micah 6:6-8; Micah 7:7-10 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: 
Followers of Jesus still fall into sin. When we sin as believers we actually sin against our natures. 
In a very real sense our rebellion is an even deeper treachery than it was before we became 
believers. So it can be tempting as believers to think that God deals with our sin differently. Yet 
as believers stumble we are just as dependent on grace as we were before we came to know 
Jesus. Grace is a necessity for every second of the Christian life. Believers still fall and God still 
restores.  
 
Introduction: 
Option #1: 
DC Talk, a CCM music group, asked a very pointed question in a song a few years back. The 
song begins by saying, “The single greatest cause of atheism in the world today, are Christians 
who acknowledge Jesus with their lips and walk out the door and deny him by their lifestyle”. To 
this quote they ask the question—but what if I stumble?  Is my witness ruined?  Is my 
relationship ruined?   
 
That is a question that all of us ask. What happens when we let a vulgar word fly at work? What 
happens when we blow up at our children? Or consider that thing in your life that you hope 
nobody ever finds out. What if they do? What if your dirty laundry is aired on the 6:00 news? 
What now? 
 
Option #2 
 
Tell a story of a time when you’ve blown it. Or think through situations where one might feel 
that they have totally blown their witness. They’ve stumbled in such a way that they aren’t even 
sure if they can show their face at work on Monday.  
 
What now?  
 
The prophet Micah helps us to answer that question. Micah 7:7-10 helps us to see what we ought 
to do when we fall. But before we can see that Micah 6:6-8 outlines for us how much we fall 
short. 
 
1. Our sin is great (Micah 6:6-8) 

This passage first tells us what God does not require of us. As believers we know that we are not 
in a relationship with God because of our work. We know that God is not pleased with the blood 
of rams or bulls. Even if we were to sacrifice our firstborn, it would not be enough. What God 
does require of us is that we would do justice, love mercy, and to walk humbly with God. 
 

• To do justice. Consider all of the ways that even as believers we do not pursue justice. How 
passionate are we about providing for the orphan and the widow? What are we doing about 
ending human trafficking? Micah 3:9-11 is a very pointed picture of the hypocrisy of the 
Israelites. It’s as if starving children and hurting people are in their midst crying out for help, and 
the priests try to drown them out by turning up the worship music.  
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• To love mercy. We love mercy—that is given to us. We might be a little slower to love mercy 
when it is given to others. Do we celebrate the success of others? What does our evangelism—or 
lack thereof—say about our passion for mercy? 

• To walk humbly with God. Every time we choose the fleeting pleasure of sin over holiness, we are 
taking steps away from walking humbly with God.  

In one sense believers do love mercy, do justice, and walk humbly with God. But we also fail in 
that which God really desires of us. These three things that God requires are really a summary of 
the Law. If we truly walked with God, and loved justice and mercy then we would follow all of 
his commandments.  
 
As unbelievers our sin is certainly great. Everything that we do is apart from faith—therefore 
everything that we do is tainted by sin. Even as believers we still are great sinners. I love how 
Martin Luther phrased it: 

 
If you are a preacher of grace, then preach a true and not a fictitious grace; if grace is 
true, you must bear a true and not a fictitious sin. God does not save people who are only 
fictitious sinners. Be a sinner and sin boldly… 

 
Now, that last line may bother some of you. We’re going to come back to it in a few minutes. For 
now, realize this: Our sin is very real. And it is great. Thankfully our Savior is greater. 
 
2. Our Savior is greater 

 
Micah 3:11 gives us a great picture of how not to respond to the fact that we’ve stumbled. Here 
we see that the priests flippantly say, “The Lord is in our midst”. It’s as if they are saying, “we’re 
okay, Micah, take your prophesy elsewhere.  
 
Micah 7:7-10 is a contrast of Micah with the fallen leaders. They ignore their sin. Micah 
responds with what John Piper calls a “bold brokenness”1. He unashamedly acknowledges his sin 
and rather than ignore it Micah trembles at the Lord’s displeasure. He is willing to “bear the 
indignation of the Lord”. But he doesn’t stop there. Micah gets up. He knows that the Lord will 
redeem him and restore Him and so at the same time that he is bearing the indignation of the 
Lord he is also trusting in the Lord’s grace and mercy to restore him. 
 
Let’s finish that Luther quote from earlier: 

Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in Christ even more boldly, for he is 
victorious over sin, death, and the world. As long as we are here [in this world]  we have 
to sin…It is enough that by the riches of God’s glory we have come to know the Lamb 
that takes away the sin of the world.  No sin will separate us from the Lamb, even though 
we commit fornication and murder a thousand times a day. Do you think that the 
purchase price that was paid for the redemption of our sins by so great a Lamb is too 
small? Pray boldly—you too are a mighty sinner.”2 

 
Conclusion:  
There is a story from the life of Luther that gives an illustration of what this bold brokenness 
looks like. It is a fitting illustration of the hope that we have in Christ. We acknowledge our sin 
and we rest in the righteousness of Christ to cover us.  

                                                
1 Here I am very much indebted to Piper’s sermon on Micah 7:7-9 http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-
library/sermons/when-i-fall-i-will-rise 
2 http://www.ntrmin.org/Be%20a%20sinner%20and%20sin%20boldly%20web.htm 
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Martin Luther when he was hiding at Wartburg Castle in Germany. One night during the 
winter of 1521 the devil appeared to Luther with a long scroll enumerating Luther’s sins. 
Luther acknowledged that the list was accurate, but said, “The list is not complete. There 
are certain sins I committed that the Lord alone knows.” He told the devil to write at the 
bottom of the scroll: “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from all sin.” 
Then Luther took his inkbottle, threw it at the devil, and the devil departed. If you go to 
the castle today, you can see the ink mark on the wall3. 

 
Indeed, the blood of Christ cleanses us from all sin. In this we will shout eternal thanks.  
 
 
 
Mike Leake is associate pastor of First Baptist Church of Jasper, IN. He and his wife, Nikki have 
two children (Isaiah and Hannah). Follow Mike on Twitter @mikeleake, or his blog at 
http://mikeleake.net 
 

                                                
3 More information about this legend can be found here: http://beggarsallreformation.blogspot.com/2011/10/luther-
satan-and-inkwell.html 


