
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Four, Hope Expressed 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 3 Reasons for Thankfulness; How Not to Get Used to Grace; 
 Qualified 
Scripture: Colossians 1:12-14 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: 
God has done unfathomable things for us. Yet, we—even as redeemed creatures—do not 
naturally drift into lives of thankfulness. It is easy for believers to become habituated to the 
benefits of grace. The further removed from our conversion we become the easier it is for us to 
grow accustomed to life in the beloved Kingdom of Jesus. By reflecting upon all that the Lord 
has done on our behalf we grow in thankfulness.  
 
Introduction: 
In his book, Holy, Holy, Holy, R.C. Sproul tells a story from his second year of teaching. On the 
first day of class Sproul gave the students the syllabus which clearly outlined that late papers 
would not be accepted. They would get an F if the paper was late. Sure enough a few students 
didn’t finish it on time and pleaded for mercy. The kind professor gave them grace.  
 
The next time papers were due even more students were banking on grace. Yet, he still met them 
with grace and gave them an additional three days. He warned them that it would be the last time 
he extended the due date. When the next round of papers came due many of the student very 
boldly informed the professor that they’d have the term paper in to him next week. This time he 
was met with justice instead of grace. 
 
Sproul notes that the students were very upset. They claimed that he was being unfair. One 
student pleaded for justice. To this the professor changed his previous paper which was handed 
in late, to an F. Nobody else wanted justice. These students had grown accustomed to grace. As 
Sproul says: 
 

The first time they were late with their papers, they were amazed by grace. The second 
time, they were no longer surprised; they basically assumed it. By the third time, they 
demanded it. They had come to believe that grace was an inalienable right, an 
entitlement they all deserved1.  

 
We are prone to become accustomed to grace. One sure remedy is to be intentional about giving 
thanks. Paul prayed that the Colossians would live lives marked by thankfulness. In this text 
there are three reasons why the Colossians, and we, must be thankful.  
 
1. Thank God for our future inheritance. 

Though we cannot be totally certain of the specifics of the Colossian heresy we do know that it 
was a false teaching that denied the sufficiency of Christ. We also know that the false teachers 
tried convincing the Colossians that they were disqualified in God’s eyes. Here in this text Paul 
reassures them that they are indeed qualified by the Lord. Through the work of Christ the 
Colossians—and all those that trust in Jesus Christ—are now acceptable to God. We are 
qualified to enter His Kingdom. Note ways that we too can feel disqualified.  
Sam Storms explains this well: 
 

Whatever feelings of inadequacy or sense of shame or depths of despair may have 
crippled you till now, God has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in 

                                                
1 The full illustration can be found here: http://www.ligonier.org/blog/inalienable-right-grace/ 
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light! If you found yourself saying, "I'm not up to the task. I'm a miserable failure. I'm a 
hell-deserving wretch. I don't deserve to stand in God's presence. The only thing I should 
inherit is death," God now says to those who are in Christ: "Qualified! Forgiven! 
Adequate in Jesus! Righteous in my Son! Come and receive and enjoy your inheritance 
together with all the saints in the life-giving, soul-cleansing light of my kingdom!2"  

 
Application—Note the difference between believers and unbelievers in being qualified by God. 
Point out what makes someone qualified (union with Christ) and what makes someone 
disqualified to enter God’s kingdom. Do our feelings change our status in Christ?  
 
2. Thank God for conquering our greatest foe. 

In verse 13 we read that God has “delivered us from the kingdom of darkness”. The Bible speaks 
of two kingdoms. The kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of the beloved Son. By nature we 
are citizens of the kingdom of darkness. Explain the differences in the two kingdom. Note what 
life is like in the kingdom of darkness and note what life is like in the kingdom of the beloved 
Son.  
 
God has delivered us from the kingdom of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of Jesus. 
The word for delivered is an interesting one. It is a picture of God swooping in and saving us. 
Yes, God has conquered our greatest foe—our citizenship in the kingdom of darkness. 
Application—How does this truth effect the way that we are to live? When we sin it is because 
we are living as if we are still citizens of the old kingdom. Sin doesn’t belong in the new 
kingdom.  
 
3. Thank God for securing our greatest joy. 

In verse 14 we read that in Christ we have “redemption”. Redemption carries with it the idea of 
being delivered from slavery.  In order to redeem someone a price must be paid. We have been 
redeemed by the blood of Christ. The price has been paid in full.  
This means that Jesus Christ has secured our greatest joy; namely, a relationship with Himself. 
There is no more record of debt that can stand against us. Paul says it this way in Colossians 
2:13-15; 
 

13 And when you were dead in trespasses and in the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 
made you alive with Him and forgave us all our trespasses. 14 He erased the certificate of 
debt, with its obligations, that was against us and opposed to us, and has taken it out of 
the way by nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers and authorities and disgraced 
them publicly; He triumphed over them by Him. 

 
Make the point that when Jesus paid our sin in full he didn’t simply forgive all of our past sin. 
Every sin that we will ever commit was nailed to the cross on that day.  
 
Conclusion: 
 
A great way to conclude this sermon is to make the point that there is a difference between 
objective truth and subjective truth. All of these things from Colossians are true whether we feel 
them or not. At times we struggle with thankfulness because we aren’t basking in the wonders of 
grace. Slowly read through these passages of Scripture (and add your own) that are true whether 
we feel them or not.  
 

                                                
2 Taken from http://www.samstorms.com/all-articles/post/qualified-in-christ--1:12- 
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• “as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us”  
(Psalm 103:12) 

• “in love you have delivered my life from the pit of destruction, for you have cast all my 
sins behind your back” (Isa. 38:17) 

• “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember 
your sins.”  (Isa. 43:25) 

• “Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the 
remnant of his inheritance?  He does not retain his anger forever, because he delights in 
steadfast love.  He will again have compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities under 
foot.  You will cast all our sins into the depths of the sea” (Micah 7:18-19) 

• “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  For the law 
of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death” (Rom. 
8:1) 

• “If the Son has set you free you are free indeed”.  (Jn. 8:36) 
• “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13) 
• “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I am the foremost” (1 Tim. 1:15) 
• “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of 

his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”  (Col. 1:13-14) 
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