
 

Sermon Series: Let Hope In 
To be used with: Session Two, Hope Found 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  
 Thirst No More 
 Leaving Your Water Jar 
Scripture: John 4:7-42 

Connection to Unit Theme: We, like the Samaritan woman in John 4, attempt to hide our 
desperation. We distract ourselves with rigorous activity. We do everything that we can to drown 
out the ache that we feel inside. At the end of the day nothing satisfies. Only Jesus can give us 
the hope that we so desperately need.  
 
Introduction: 
In How People Change, Paul Tripp and Timothy S. Lane make the point that, “physical and 
spiritual holes have one thing in common: they don’t stay empty for long.” Tripp illustrates this 
point by pointing out the state of the walk-in-closet under the main staircase in their house. 
Though his wife whips it into pristine condition once every six months or so, it doesn’t stay that 
way. As you can imagine what happens is that, “all the stuff that has no home somehow finds its 
way there.” Before long the door can barely shut and his wife has to tackle the project all over 
again. Our lives are like this. He refers to this as a gospel gap.  
 

The gospel gap in many of our lives doesn’t stay empty either. If we do not live with a 
gospel-shaped, Christ-confident, and change committed Christianity, that hole will get 
filled with other things. These things may seem plausible and even biblical, but they will 
be missing the identity-provision-process that is meant to fill every believer1.  

 
If our lives aren’t filled with the gospel, our weary hearts will lead us to fill them with some else. 
We’ll be like the Preacher in Ecclesiastes searching everywhere under the sun to find meaning. 
What are things that you do to try drown out the ache?  
The Samaritan woman in John 4 hid behind religious questions. Thankfully, Jesus saw through 
her religiosity and got straight to her heart.  
 
1. Jesus desires to reach us (John 4:7-9) 

Jews don’t talk to Samaritans. Even more so Jewish men don’t talk to Samaritan women. But 
here in John 4 we have Jesus asking a Samaritan woman for a drink. But it is so much more. We 
see from the very beginning that Jesus desires this woman’s heart.  
Everything about this Samaritan woman makes her unacceptable to be speaking to a Jewish 
rabbi. She is a Samaritan. Strike one. She is a Samaritan woman. Strike two. She is a Samaritan 
woman that is caught in immorality. Strike three. Though we might not be a Samaritan woman, it 
should not be difficult for us to place ourselves in the shoes of this Samaritan woman. We too 
have become “unacceptable” and yet Jesus still speaks to us today, “Come to me, all of you who 
are weary and heavy laden”. Focus on some of the ways that people are “unacceptable”— ways 
that we feel unacceptable and ways that our sin actually makes us guilty before a holy God. 
Application: How will we respond to Jesus’ desire to reach us? Will we try to clean up and 
assume that he cannot be talking to us, or will we come just as we are—naked and broken—
responding to His call? 
 
2. Jesus meets us where we are (John 4:10-26) 

Note the ways that Jesus could have begun his conversation with this Samaritan woman. Here is 
a woman that is living in sexual sin. Yet, he doesn’t begin the conversation where we likely 
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would. He begins by talking about water, and thirst—something the woman knows all too well. 
A woman that has five husbands and is shacking up with a sixth guy is obviously a thirsty 
woman. Jesus doesn’t start with where she should be, he starts with where she is.  
The conversation does get around to the issue of a husband. While Jesus meets us where we are 
he is never content with keeping us there. If the Samaritan woman had her way she would have 
talked about water and religion all day. But Jesus wants to get to her heart. Note how Jesus 
moved the conversation from water, to thirst, to her sin, to worship, all the way to his identity.  
Application: Jesus does the same thing with us. He meets us where we are. No matter if we grew 
up in church or a brothel, Jesus meets us with grace on our level. This should also inform the 
way that we engage in mission. 
 
3. Jesus gives us hope when we believe and trust in him (John 4:39-42) 

Verse 28 is no insignificant detail to the story. John wants us to see that transformation has taken 
place. He points out that the woman “left her water jar and went away into town…” That is 
intentional. John wants us to see that a transformation has taken place. The thirsty woman—that 
Jesus met where she was—is now being transformed into who Jesus calls her to be.  
This Samaritan woman was at the well to get water for herself and probably her boyfriend and 
others in her community. Once she found the living water she dropped her water jar and returned 
to the community empty-handed. Instead she gave them the message of a man that “told me all 
that I ever did?”  
 
You get the idea that what she is really saying is that he told her everything that she ever did and 
yet he still loved her. I believe that is safe to say because the woman’s message was clearly that 
he was the “Savior of the world”. His message was one of hope and forgiveness. And it is a 
message that captivated the Samaritan village. They discovered through this woman’s testimony 
that belief in Messiah Jesus—no matter how messed up we are before—ends with hope and 
forgiveness. 
 
Conclusion: 
We are like the Samaritan woman. We’ve got things that we hide behind. Stuff that we do to try 
to numb the reality of living in a fallen world. To use our illustration at the beginning we’ve all 
got things that we try to stuff into our hearts that fills the gospel gap in our lives.  
C.S. Lewis once quipped, “If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this world can 
satisfy, the most probably explanation is that I was made for another world2”. Only Jesus Christ 
can fill us. Will you leave your water jar? Will you come to Christ—the only one that can give 
you rest? 
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