
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Game 
Changer: How to Impact Your World these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture 
passages to reinforce the same themes as the study regarding missional living. 
	  
Introduction: The words, “God told me” can be met with a variety of responses. 
Coming from a righteous saint with a godly reputation, those words carry weight and 
meaning. Coming from a young believer, those words need to be evaluated in light of 
Scripture. Coming from a televangelist, those words might mean that you should be 
running in the opposite direction because he’s going to start asking for money! 
 
Yet, for the true believer, we know what it means, generally, when someone says, “God 
told me” or “God spoke to me.” It doesn’t mean it’s time for the padded room, but that 
person is expressing the feeling that God has given them direction or even a word of 
wisdom regarding a specific situation. Sincere believers would never abuse that phrase 
because they know that to say that God said something and He really didn’t, means 
serious consequences. As we all know, prayer is more than just talking to God; it’s also 
listening to Him. 
 
1. When problems arise, take time to seek God. (verses 13-16) 
 
A. Set the context of the events in Daniel 2:1-12. King Nebuchadnezzar had a dream 
that really disturbed him. He wanted to know the meaning of the dream but wanted his 
magicians to tell him what the dream was and to interpret it for him. This was 
completely impossible for man. The king ordered for all of the magicians to be put to 
death.  
B. Daniel did not panic nor run when the army came to kill him, but he responded “with 
prudence and discretion” (v. 14 ESV). Too often, we panic when something goes wrong 
and instead of taking time to respond, we react with our first gut feeling. 
C. It is not specifically mentioned in verses 13-16 that Daniel prayed, but the fact that he 
asked for time to give the king an answer (v. 16) sets the stage for and implies that 
Daniel wanted time to pray (as seen in the next set of verses). We, too, must seek God 
in every circumstance. 
 
2. Pray persistently while awaiting God’s response. (verses 17-21) 
 
A. Daniel asked God for understanding with which He answered sometime during the 
night. God’s response is not always to give us what we want on our timetable. We must 
remember that God is in control. 
B. Daniel didn’t pray alone; he called on his friends to pray. He shared his burden with 
them. We see this demonstrated today by prayer chains or prayer alerts. We 
understand the value of corporate prayer. 
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C. Our sense of urgency compels us to pray fervently. When we realize that every time 
we pray we are putting the situation in God’s hands, we can pray with confidence 
knowing that there is nothing too big for God. 
 
3. Acknowledge God as the source of the answer. (verses 26-28a) 
A. Daniel didn’t take any credit for the answer that God gave him. He answered the king 
in such a way that everyone realized that God revealed the dream and the 
interpretation. 
B. Daniel’s goal was to keep God the focus of the discussion. To him, the dream and 
interpretation took second place to God. He wanted to emphasis the Answerer, not the 
answer. 
 
Verse 28a ends with “what will be in the latter days.” (ESV) Because of Daniel seeking 
God on behalf of the king, God reveals glimpses of His plans. We can be sure that if we 
never pray, we will never be privy to what God is doing. 
 
Conclusion/Application – Relationships require communication. If a husband and wife 
only talk briefly before a meal or two, or in a group of people once a week, they cannot 
have a good relationship. Paul tells us to “pray without ceasing.” (1 Thess 5:17 ESV) 
We should be talking with God all day long. When a wife has plans, it’s helpful for him to 
tell his wife about them so that she can make arrangements to be included. We, too, 
want to be included in what God is doing. Here are some helpful ways to improve your 
prayer life: 

• Use the Psalms as prayers to God. Pray through one a day. 
• Pray for others in your life, not just for stuff you want. Pray for your pastor, your 

spouse, your children, your boss or teacher, your president, etc. 
• Make a prayer journal. Keep a list with date of the things you pray for. Mark each 

one answered with the date and a few details. 
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