
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Distinct: Living 
Above the Norm  these sermon outlines will use similar Scripture passages to reinforce 
the same themes as the study regarding our reactions to . 
	  
Introduction: When I was growing up, there used to be a TV show called “The Love 
Boat”. It was about the crew and passengers of a cruise ship and the love relationships 
that they would develop on their week-long journey. That show has been off the air for 
decades (except for reruns on TVLand), but the idea of a love that quickly develops and 
just as quickly dies remains. Today, that idea lives on in shows like “Bachelor” and 
“Bachelorette” among others. The presentation of love has gotten much worse with 
these shows because they are much more vocal and graphic about their false ideas. 
 It’s time for a clear and accurate presentation of what love is. The best place to go to 
get it is to the life of the one who loved more and better than any other person in history. 
His name is Jesus.  
 
1.  To love like Jesus means that you love those who aren’t willing to love 

you. (Mark 10:21) 
 

A potential disciple came to Jesus one day with a question. He wanted to know 
what was necessary in order for him to have eternal life. He sounds like he’s really in 
love with God. After all, he wants to spend eternity with Him. But in that exchange, he 
became aware of something with which Jesus was already fully aware. Loving God 
and spending time with Him requires the complete sacrifice of everything that you are 
and have. Jesus said, “Greater love hath no man than this that he lay down his life for 
his friends.” (Jn. 15:13) This man was not willing to love Jesus that way. He walked 
away. The passage says very clearly that even as Jesus was speaking with him and 
though he already knew the reaction that the man was going to have, Jesus loved him 
anyway. Jesus loved him even though he wasn’t willing to love Jesus. 
 This man was not the only example of Jesus loving those who did not want His love. 
Jesus fed over 5000 people as they sat on the grassy side of a hill. The next day, they 
came looking for their new king and their next meal. Jesus said some things to them 
about what it means to love Him and be really intertwined with Him. They weren’t 
buying it, and they chose to walk away. Jesus still loved them. His brothers mocked 
Him. He loved them. The Pharisees plotted against Him. Jesus still loved them. For 
the city of Jerusalem where Jesus performed miracles and taught truth, He cried out 
to them for them to receive His love, but they were not willing (Matt. 23:37). He loved 
them anyway. The soldiers spat on Him and nailed Him to a tree, and He showed how 
much He loved those who refused His love by dying for them. 
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2. To love like Jesus means that you welcome those that others push away. (Luke 
7:36-50) 

 
Jesus was invited to the home of a Pharisee by the name of Simon. Through his 

failure to give Jesus the treatment that the customs of the day required, Simon made it 
very clear that he did not love Jesus. But Jesus ate at his table with him anyway. 
While they were seated at the table, a woman came up to Jesus and began crying 
over him. She anointed his feet with her tears and her ointment and wiped them with 
her hair. Simon was indignant. This woman was a sinner. “Why didn’t Jesus push her 
away?” Simon thought.  

It wasn’t the first time that Jesus got in trouble for befriending those that others 
pushed away. He even was known as a “friend of tax collectors and sinners.” (Luke 
7:34) They intended that title to be a name of shame, but Jesus wore it like a badge of 
honor. The fact is that He deserved that title. He evidenced it over and over again.  

Zacchaeus knew the hate of the crowds and the love of Jesus. They felt like they 
had good reason to hate him. He was short in stature and short in loyalty and 
compassion. So why should they move over to let him get closer to see Jesus?! They 
pushed him away. So he did the only thing he knew to do by climbing in that tree. And 
then Jesus spoke the words: “I’m coming to your house today.” (Luke 19:1-10) 

The woman at the well would also testify to the reality of Jesus’ love. She went to 
the well in the heat of the day to avoid the stares and gossip of the other women in the 
town. They pushed her away. She was the talk of the town. But Jesus invited her in 
first with a request and then with an offer. For many reasons, she was incredulous that 
Jesus would even be talking with her. The most significant of those reasons was 
because of the kind of life that she had lived. Jesus made it clear that He knew all 
about her past actions and her present condition. But He who knew her better than 
she knew herself still loved her. That kind of love changed her. (Jn. 4:1-30) 

 
3. To love like Jesus means that you meet needs. (Jn. 11:5, 35-36, 43-44; Rev. 3:19) 

 
 The Bible makes it very clear that God loves everyone in the world (Jn. 3:16), but 
there are only a few times in Scripture that it clearly says that Jesus loved a particular 
person. Lazarus and his sisters were some of the people that the Bible says that 
Jesus loved. So when Lazarus got deathly ill, it made perfect sense for Mary and 
Martha to call for Jesus. He had healed others that were basically strangers to Him; 
surely He would come and heal someone that He knew well and clearly loved. In the 
message that they sent to Jesus, the sisters even reminded Jesus of how much He 
loved them. Jesus did go, but He waited until Lazarus died. That might make it seem 
like Jesus did NOT love Lazarus. That’s the way that Lazarus’ sisters, the crowds that 
were there and probably Jesus’ disciples felt. They even said it: “He could have 
healed him if he had come soon enough. Why didn’t He?” There was an answer to 
that question. They all had a bigger need than seeing a sick man healed. They 
needed to see a demonstration of Jesus’ real power to be convinced of who Jesus 
was. That was their real need, and Jesus met that need when He raised Lazarus from 
the dead. That’s what real love involves…meeting real needs. Not just the needs that 
appear on the surface, but those that reach deep down into the soul. That requires 
doing more than just rubbing shoulders with people. It requires getting to know them 
on a deep level so that you find out what their needs really are, and it requires loving 
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them enough to meet those needs even when the timing or the way in which you meet 
those needs hurts them. 
 Jesus was willing to make it look like He did not love them in order to show them true 
love. Nobody feels loved when the person that says they love you does something 
that they know hurts you. But to the Christians in the city of Laodicea, Jesus spoke 
some words that were very hurtful with the full knowledge that it would hurt them. 
They needed to be awakened to their own condition. If they stayed as they currently 
were, they were going to face some heavy, hurtful consequences. They had a need 
for rebuke, and Jesus gave it to them. He was even so bold as to say that His hurtful 
words were an evidence of His love (Rev. 3:19).  
 To love like Jesus means that you give people what they need when they need it not 
necessarily what they want when they want it. That can be hard to figure out 
sometimes and even harder to receive. But when we trust the source of what we 
receive and truly believe that they love us, we can accept that what they give is what 
we really need. 

 
4. To love like Jesus means that you pour your life into those who follow you. (Jn. 
14:21; 15:9)  
 

 As much as Jesus loved His disciples, He knew that He would not be with them in a 
physical way for their whole lives. And because He loved them, He told them what 
was getting ready to happen to them and to Him before it did happen so that they 
would be prepared. They were caught off guard. It was a kick in the gut. They couldn’t 
believe it. How could Jesus leave them if He really loved them? They didn’t know it, 
but Jesus’ love is what had motivated Him to be preparing them for this day. 
Approximately three years earlier, Jesus had first called out for them to come and 
follow Him. And together, they had experiences that none of the disciples had ever 
thought they would be a part of. They listened to Him teach and marveled at the 
authority with which He spoke. They watched as He interacted with people in ways 
that were very politically incorrect. They participated with Him as He ministered to the 
needs of people. They marveled at His miracles, and then they even joined Him in 
doing miracles. It had all been such an adventure. They thought it would never end. 
They were right, but they didn’t recognize that it was going to change. Jesus was 
leaving. They also didn’t recognize that all this time Jesus had been pouring into them 
to get them ready to continue the ministry without Him being physically present. They 
were just about ready. 
 That night, Jesus told them about one more resource that He was going to pour into 
them – the Holy Spirit. He said that the Spirit would remind them of everything that He 
had said to them and would enable them to pull up just what they needed at just the 
time that they needed it. He promised that the Spirit would teach them new things and 
would even show them what was coming in the days ahead. And it was the Holy 
Spirit’s presence in their lives that would give them the ability to love others just the 
way that Jesus loved them (Gal. 5:22-23). 
  

5. To love like Jesus means that your love lasts. (Rom. 8:35-39; 1 Cor. 13:8; Jn. 
13:1) 
 

 We live in a culture that pretends to know what love is all about. But then it only takes 
a cursory glance at the way fictional and actual relationships are presented in media 
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to discover that the culture is confused. There, relationships rarely last, and “love” 
often quickly turns into bitterness and fighting. True biblical love lasts (1 Cor. 13:8). It 
doesn’t quit when life gets difficult or the feelings aren’t there anymore. It doesn’t go 
chasing after something or someone else because the former love isn’t exciting 
anymore. It isn’t dependent on the person loved still being able to meet some desire 
or need in the life of the one giving the love. Love stays no matter what. That’s the 
kind of love that Jesus gives to those who follow Him. It can’t be destroyed by physical 
or spiritual forces. Satan would love to convince us that our actions can limit or 
destroy the love that Jesus has for us. After all, we can be pretty unlovely. During 
Jesus’ last night with His disciples, John records that Jesus loved them to the end (Jn. 
13:1). And it was on that night that one of those disciples would betray Jesus, one of 
them would deny Him and all of them would desert Him. They realized the treasure 
that the love of Jesus is! And it is this kind of love that He still requires from His 
Church today! It is easy to revel in the fact that nothing can separate His people from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus (Rom. 8:35-39). But it is hard to evaluate the heart and 
find that kind of love is often absent. The kind of love that He gave – the kind that lasts 
– is the kind of love that He expects from His children. 
  

Conclusion: We began today by mentioning how love is presented on TV. TV is 
certainly not the only medium that tries to help us understand this concept. There are 
also a multitude of songs that explore the “many splendors” of love. The great 
theologian Tina Turner asks the question, “What’s love got to do with it?” In that song, 
she says that she is physically attracted to a man, but doesn’t want to get emotionally 
attached. She says that love is about the heart, and hearts get broken way too easily. 
Better to not make yourself vulnerable so that you won’t get hurt. It’s sad. But that’s how 
people respond when all they’ve experienced is the kind of love that society presents 
instead of the kind of love that Jesus offers. His kind of love is spoken of in another 
formerly popular love song written by Stevie Wonder – “I just called to say, ‘I love you.’” 
In that song, he says that his love is not based on something that the person he loves 
has done or will do. It’s simply an affirmation that he will love her no matter what and no 
matter when. That’s a Jesus kind of love. 
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