
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Distinct: Living 
Above the Norm these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 
	  
Introduction: In Matthew 5:38-48 Jesus told his hearers to react distinctively. He stated 
the oldest law in the world, Lex Talionis, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.” It 
was a common practice and a part of everyday life. It was stained with the blood of 
revenge and vengeance. Jesus now sought to abolish that law with a reaction so radical 
that it was totally unexpected. He painted three portraits to get the message across. 
 

1. Demonstrate an unexpected strategy. (v. 39) 
Let’s suppose a man is standing with a group of people discussing the local Jerusalem 
archery team. The won-loss record reveals that the team hasn’t done well this year. 
Having been a pretty good marksman in his day, someone asks the man his opinion for 
improvement. He enthusiastically offers several suggestions that would improve the 
performance of the team. None are derogatory but most of the suggestions are aimed 
at the coach. Unknowingly, the coach is in the back of the group. Suddenly this red-
faced coach steps in front of the man. Without any warning, the coach slaps the man 
across the face with a thunderous backhand. 
 
Now according to the law and culture of the day, to hit a person with the back of the 
hand was considered the ultimate humiliation. There the man stands publicly insulted.  
 
What will the man do? How will he respond? Jesus commanded his followers to turn the 
other cheek. That means that the man doesn’t slap the coach, doesn’t kick him in the 
shins, doesn’t scream at him, doesn’t curse him or mutter obscenities under his breath. 
Instead, he remind himself that the coach is a child of God. The man wants to retaliate 
but God has something better planned: dig down deep in the foundation of his character 
and love this coach. 
 

2. Perform unexpected sacrifice. (v. 40) 
Men in ancient times wore a tunic, or shirt, a long inner garment made of cotton or linen. 
The poorest man would have a change of tunics. They, also, wore, a cloak, or coat, a 
blanket-like outer garment worn as a robe by day and used as a blanket at night. The 
men would probably have only one of these garments. 
 
In the bartering and trading of this time, men would often provide their tunics as 
collateral until the business deal was finalized. But, they would never give up their 
cloaks. To be without a cloak, during the cold Palestinian nights, could be fatal.  
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Now let’s suppose a stone mason purchases some stone from the local stone quarry to 
make mangers for a sheepherder. The stone mason agrees to pay off the stone in 
installments over two months. Money is tighter than he anticipates. He is unable to 
make his final installment. The owner of the quarry comes for the collateral, the tunic. 
Now, in light of Jesus’ command the stone mason goes a step further. He gives the 
quarry owner not only his tunic, but his cloak as well. He says, “I want to be known as a 
trustworthy trader. I haven’t fulfilled my obligation of the bargain. I know that the cloak is 
protected by law. But I still want you to have it. I can get by without it until I pay off the 
debt. I want to show to you and all traders I am a man of my word.” 
 
Giving up the cloak is not merely a wise business ploy, but unexpected sacrifice in 
action. The act moves beyond law keeping, rights, and expectations. This radical love is 
willing to surrender what rightfully belongs to the giver. Even at great expense the other 
person enters a place of honor and esteem. The other’s rights are met before one’s 
own. In fact, unexpected sacrifice underlies all of Jesus’ teachings concerning love. The 
greater the sacrifice the greater the love. 
       

3. Practice unexpected service. (v. 41) 
If there was one law of the Romans the Jews abhorred—it was impressment. The third 
portrait Jesus paints centers on this detestable act. Palestine was ruled by the Roman 
government. Soldiers were stationed throughout all provinces. Every Roman soldier had 
the legal right to approach any civilian and impress him or her into service. Of all the 
actions the Romans could force the Jews to fulfill, the one most hated was carrying the 
Roman’s soldier baggage. Apparently, the Jews had made such a fuss over pack-toting, 
that the Romans had placed a limit on the service. The Romans could force the Jews to 
carry the pack but only for one mile. 
 
Let’s envision a carpenter has a deadline. An order for a table and chairs has to go out 
tomorrow. It is late afternoon as the sun streams through the open door of the 
carpenter’s shop. A Roman soldier mutters, “Come, carry my pack.” Of all the times to 
be impressed into service. The carpenter wants desperately to finish before nightfall. 
The project will have to wait. Off he goes, lugging this pack that weighs like a ton of 
bricks. Eventually, the carpenter comes to the mile marker. (The Jews posted sticks on 
every road leading out of their villages so that they would not have to walk one step 
beyond what was expected.) How do he respond? Some Jews would slam the bag 
down hoping valuable breakable objects were in the bag and they would break. Others 
would spit on the ground detesting their service. Others would curse, kick up dust 
returning for home. But how does Jesus say to respond? Go a second mile. Instead of 
slamming the pack down the carpenter readjusts its position and to the shock 
bewilderment of the Roman soldier and keeps on walking. The soldier stands in utter 
disbelief, “Something is different about this guy. In all of my travels, I have never 
encountered such loving service.” 
 
Going the second mile is not a sign of weakness but unexpected service of love. True 
Christian love is never expressed in the first mile. That is expected. That is obligatory 
and mandatory. We must do that. Christian love is always expressed in the second 
mile. Loving and serving beyond what is expected. 
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An amazing power exists in unexpected service.  When we exceed the barest 
minimums of service, when we go beyond the call of duty, when we give more than is 
expected, it has a transforming, unforgettable effect on people.   
 
Rick Ezell is the Senior Pastor at First Baptist Church, Greer, SC. He and his wife, 
Cindy, have one child. 
 


