
 
Sermon Series: Beyond Belief 
To be used with: Session Six, God is Faithful 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

Faithful God 
 Great is Thy Faithfulness 
Scripture: Hebrews 6:17-20; 10:19-23 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
The main point of Session 6 is, “God’s past faithfulness ensures our future is secure.” Sometimes 
we can think since we are so far removed in history from the biblical narrative, that God is not at 
work among our generation. But God’s promise to us is that if He worked in ages past, He will 
continue to work and fulfill His purposes among His people.  
 
Introduction Idea: Max Lucado tells the story of Norman Geisler, who, as a child, went to a 
Vacation Bible School because he was invited by some neighborhood children. He went back to 
the same church for Sunday School classes for 400 Sundays. Each week, he was faithfully 
picked up by a bus driver. Week after week he attended church, but never made a commitment to 
Christ. Finally, during his senior year in High School, after being picked up for church over 400 
times, he committed his life to Christ. Lucado says, “What if that bus driver had given up on 
Geisler at 395? What if the bus driver had said, ‘This kid is going nowhere spiritually, why waste 
any more time on him?’” (God Came Near,133) 
 
Faithfulness is not something our culture tends to celebrate. We prefer the glamorous to the 
consistent, the headlines over the footnotes, and the shocking over the simple. But while it is not 
celebrated among our culture, the Bible exults in the faithfulness of our God. He is the God who 
“merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness” (Ex. 
34:6). We see this faithfulness played out over and over in the Bible, especially with his promise 
to Abraham. The author of Hebrews picks up on this theme in our text for today.  
 
[Read Hebrews 6:17-20; 10:19-23] 
 
We learn much about God’s faithfulness in this text. Let’s examine what he says about God’s 
faithfulness.  
 
Point 1: The promise of faithfulness (6:17-18) 
 
Verses 17 and 18 refer to the promise that God swore to His people, mainly through Abraham, 
that He would bless them and establish them forever. In order to make the promise more 
convincing to them, He swore it with an oath. We see in the previous verses, “For when God 
made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to swear, he swore by 
himself, saying, ‘Surely I will bless you and multiply you’” (6:13-14). God’s promise then is as 
certain as God! The author then says, “that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the 
hope set before us” (6:18).  
 
The “two unchangeable things” are God’s promise/purposes and His oath. Through this, we can 
be even more convinced that God is for us, not against us. He puts His own name, fame, and 
reputation on the line to prove to His people that He will never leave us or forsake us. Our 
confidence is not merely in a truth or an idea, its in God Himself! Martyn Lloyd-Jones once said, 
“Faith is the refusal to panic.” The truth in these verses is why we can choose not to panic. Our 
God is with us and for us, and He’s done everything needed to prove so. 
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Application: How have you seen God’s faithfulness in your own life? Think of how you can 
celebrate that this week.  
 
Point 2: The proof of faithfulness (19-20) 
 
he author continues with the subject of God’s faithfulness by now showing how God made good 
on His promise, namely through the death and resurrection of Jesus. “We have this as a sure and 
steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner place behind the curtain, where 
Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf” (6:19-20). Jesus is the ultimate proof that God is 
faithful to us. His work on the cross on our behalf is evidence that God is committed to our good. 
He took our place on the cross and died the death we should have died.  
 
This truth is illustrated well in the popular book The Hunger Games. The story takes place in a 
post-apocalyptic America (Panem) where 12 districts are ruled with an iron first by The Capital. 
Each year two teenage tributes are chosen from each district to fight in a death match called The 
Hunger Games. Perhaps the most chilling scene is when a young and fragile girl from District 11 
is chosen to fight in this brutal event. Collins says, “Only when she mounts the stage and they 
ask for volunteers, all you can hear is the wind whistling through the decrepit buildings around 
her. There’s no one willing to take her place” (The Hunger Games, 45-46). Thankfully, there was 
one willing to take our place. Jesus went before us. He lived the life we should have lived, he 
died the death we should. He took what we deserved, to give us what we don’t deserve. This is 
amazing grace. 
 
Application: The Gospel is proof of God’s faithfulness, therefore a lack of trust in God is a lack 
of trust in the Gospel. Let the Gospel melt your heart into more trust and hope in God. 
 
Point 3: The proper response to God’s faithfulness (10:19-23) 
 
Since we have all of God’s promises secured for us in Jesus (10:19-21), we can now “draw near 
with a true heart in full assurance of faith” (v.22), and “hold fast the confession of our hope 
without wavering, for he who promised is faithful” (v.23). This is the proper response to God’s 
faithfulness: complete trust, peace, and obedience. We can be faithful to Him because He has 
been—and is—so faithful to us.  
 
This is what Paul had in mind when he said, “If we have died with him, we will also live with 
him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us; if we are 
faithless, he remains faithful—for he cannot deny himself” (2 Tim. 2:11-13). This is a call to 
action based on God’s commitment to us.  
 
Application: Is God’s faithfulness to you moving you to be faithful to Him? Are you prone to 
abuse God’s faithfulness? Let His commitment to you compel you to live for Him.  
 
Conclusion Idea: Perhaps the best way to conclude today is to quote the famous hymn Great Is 
Thy Faithfulness: 
 

Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
There is no shadow of turning with Thee, 
Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not, 
As Thou hast been,Thou forever wilt be. 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Great is Thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning new mercies I see 
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All I have needed Thy hand hath provided 
Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me! 
Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above; 
Join with all nature in manifold witness, 
To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. 
 
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own great presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today, and bright hope for tomorrow 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside. 
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