
 
Sermon Series: Beyond Belief 
To be used with: Session Four, God is Forgiving 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

The God of all Grace 
 The Anatomy of Forgiveness 
Scripture: 1 John 1:5-2:2 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
The main point of Session 4 is, “God always forgives when we truly repent.” Our God is rich in 
mercy and forgiveness. No matter what we have done, if we confess to Him and forsake our sin, 
He will forgive us.  
 
Introduction Idea: Ernest Hemingway once wrote a short story called "The Capital of 
the World."  In it, he told the story of a father and his teenage son who were estranged from one 
another.  The son’s name was Paco.  He had wronged his father.  As a result, in his shame, he 
had run away from home.   
 
In the story, the father searched all over Spain for Paco, but still he could not find the 
boy.  Finally, in the city of Madrid, in a last desperate attempt to find his son, the father placed 
an ad in the daily newspaper.  The ad read:  "PACO, MEET ME AT THE HOTEL 
MONTANA.  NOON TUESDAY.  ALL IS FORGIVEN.  PAPA."  
 
The father in Hemingway's story prayed that the boy would see the ad; and then maybe, just 
maybe, he would come to the Hotel Montana.  On Tuesday, at noon, the father arrived at the 
hotel.  When he did, he could not believe his eyes.   
 
An entire squadron of police officers had been called out in an attempt to keep order among eight 
hundred young men.  It turned out that each one of them was named Paco.  And each one of 
them had come to meet his respective father and find forgiveness in front of the Hotel Montana.  
 
Eight hundred men named Paco had read the ad in the newspaper and had hoped it was for 
them.  Eight hundred Pacos had come to receive the forgiveness they so desperately desired. 
 
This story illustrates both the power and the longing for forgiveness. We all know that we need 
forgiveness. We have done things and said things that we deeply regret. We, as a society, feel 
dirty and stained. Our conscience is not clear. We know what is right and we do not always do it. 
Even as Christians, we walk around with an uneasy feeling in our stomachs about where we 
stand with God. We desperately want to know that God loves and forgives us. We want to feel 
free, clean, and righteous. John addresses this very issue at the beginning of his letter. Let’s read 
this text today and see the treasure God has for us.  
 
[Read 1 John 1:5-2:2] 
 
We learn much from this text about forgiveness. Let’s unpack what John is saying about it here 
and discern how it applies to our lives. 
 
Point 1: We need forgiveness because we are sinful (1:5-8). 
 
One of the first points John made here is that God is holy and we are not. God is “God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all” (v.5). God has no sin and knows no sin. James declared the 
same thing when he said, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 
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from the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change” (James 
1:17). God is perfect in all His ways, thoughts, deeds, and words. On the other hand, we are not. 
And if we claim that we are, “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us” (v.8).  
 
John is clear that we have sin, and if we say we do not, we sin by doing so! We are a sinful 
people. We are, as Luther said, incurvatus in se; meaning we are curved in on ourselves. If we 
ever doubt this, we should just read Romans 7 where Paul said, “For I do not understand my own 
actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not 
want, I agree with the law, that it is good. So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire 
to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out” (Rom. 7:15-18). We must keep in mind that 
this was written after Paul had become a Christian. All of us can relate to this, which is why we 
so desperately need to seek God’s forgiveness all throughout the Christian life. The penalty of 
sin has been canceled, the power of sin has been broken, but the presence of sin remains.  
 
Application: How have you been tempted to think you no longer have any sin? While we must 
be quick to rejoice in our salvation, we must keep in mind that sin is still very real in our lives.  
 
Point 2: We receive forgiveness through confession (1:9-2:1). 
 
John moves to a more practical point here when he tells us how to receive the forgiveness that 
we need. Rather than denying that we have any sin, John says that we should own our sin and 
confess it to God. The verse is worth reading again: “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (v.9). This is a glorious 
verse! God is promising to us that if we confess, that He will forgive. No matter what we bring to 
Him, He will forgive us. Now we must of course be careful not to take this to mean that we can 
abuse grace since “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin” 
(2:1).  
 
What is confession? It involves many things, but at its core, confession is a verbal recognition 
that we are wrong and that God is right. We are wrong in how we’ve spoken to our wives, 
related to our children, or treated our friends. And we bring this to God in prayer and ask Him to 
forgive us. This of course does not mean that if we die before we confess our sins that we will 
not enter Heaven. Rather John is showing us the pattern of the Christian life, that is we are to 
keep short accounts with God. Regular confession keeps us from walking too deeply into a 
particular sin.  
 
Application: Are you regularly confessing your sins and dialoguing with God about your 
temptations? Commit this week to do this. Make it a habit during your devotional times.  
 
Point 3: The Gospel is the only reason we can receive forgiveness (2:1-2). 
 
Now that John has told us that we need forgiveness and how we receive forgiveness, he now tells 
us why this forgiveness is so readily available: the Gospel. Jesus Christ died in our place, rose in 
our place and is now our righteous advocate before the Father (2:1). He took away the wrath of 
God that we deserved since “He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for 
the sins of the whole world” (2:2).  
 
This is why we can receive God’s abundant forgiveness and mercy. Jesus “was delivered up for 
our trespasses and raised for our justification” (Rom. 4:25). Through His death and resurrection, 
we are now just as righteous as He is. So now when we ask for forgiveness, the answer is always 
yes. We must note here that the Gospel is not ground for free sin. Rather, it is a guarantee that 
our request for forgiveness is always met with a  resounding yes.  
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Application: The Gospel and our security in Christ should drive us to confess and repent 
regularly. Will you lean on your Advocate and trust that He has secured your forgiveness? 
 
Conclusion Idea: God’s great mercy and grace toward us should cause us to love and worship 
Him more. Let’s end our time by meditating on the words of Psalm 130, “If you, O Lord, should 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be 
feared” (Ps. 130:4-5).  
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