
 
Sermon Series: Mirroring God’s Character (Exploring the Character of God) 
To be used with: Session Three, God is Just 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

That’s Offensive 
 When We Hurt Each Other 
Scripture: Matthew 18:15-20 
 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will deal with the same topic as each small group session, but will approach it 
from a different Scripture passage. This way, the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit 
without rehashing the same Scripture passage.  
 
The small group study focuses on six of God’s character traits. This sermon series shows the 
impact that God’s character has on the character of those who follow him. The fact that humans 
are made in the image of God means that we are to reflect his character in our lives.  
 
The small group session this week is “God Is Just.” The main point is that God is always just. In 
every circumstance with every judgment and decision God is fair. How do Christians treat one 
another fairly? How do Christians treat other people fairly? The key is to treat every person 
equally whether they are a Christian or not. Christians must be consistently show love even when 
it means doing something that is difficult.  
 
Introduction: As God’s children, it is vital that we attempt to be just in our decisions and in the 
way we treat others, even those who have harmed us. Jesus said in Luke 6:27 “But I say to you 
who listen: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray 
for those who mistreat you.”(HCSB) This passage does not mean we are to let people mistreat us 
or abuse us. If someone is mistreating us how do we act justly? Justice is defined as “fairness or 
reasonableness, especially in the way people are treated or decisions are made.” How do we treat 
people who have hurt us or are hurting with justice? Jesus gave some a formula on dealing justly 
with another believer. His formula also works with unbelievers. Let’s examine his instructions 
found in Matthew 18.  
 
[Read Matthew 18:15-18] 
 
1. If you have been offended take the initiative to restore the relationship. 
 
 • The illustration here is personal. 
 • The initial plan is for both parties to solve the issue privately. 

• This person may not even know he or she offended you, the offended takes the 
initiative. 
• An offense can be a sin, a look, an attitude, an action, a behavior, a misunderstanding or 
even a misinterpretation. 
• Solve the problem quickly. (Eph. 4:25-27) 
• Approach the conversation with humility. 
• Jesus strategy to restore the relationship. 
 

- The first conversation needs to be one on one in person. 
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- If the person doesn’t make things right, take two trusted people and go a 
second time. 

- If the person still refuses to restore the relationship, take it to the church.  
- If the offender is not interested in restoration, remove the unrepentant 

offender from your midst. 

Application Point: The goal is always to restore the relationship. It is easy to get into finger 
pointing and trying to make the other person hurt like you hurt. This does not solve the problem. 
Wounded people know how to wound but then all you end up with is carnage. Restoration must 
drive the reason for the conversation.  
 
2. Apply the Power of Prayer. 

• We must confess our sin. (Psalm 66:18) 
• The one confronting should make sure he or she is spiritually ready to have such a 
conversation. 
• We must pray and forgive if we are going to be healed and forgiven. (1 John 4:7-8) 
• We must forgive one another in order to love one another. (1 Cor. 13:4-13)  

 
Application Point: Forgiveness is not based on the fact that the other person realizes this or her 
fault and apologizes. Forgiveness is to be offered by the offended person automatically. Un-
forgiveness damages the one holding it.  
 
Conclusion:  
 
Loving each other is not always easy. The closer we get to one another the more opportunity we 
will have to offend one another. Because God created us He knows that this is going to happen 
and that is why He gave us this formula. Applying this formula will not only keep our 
relationships intact, it will make the bond between us stronger. 
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