
 
Sermon Series: Beyond Belief 
To be used with: Session Three, God is Just 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

The Justice of God 
 
Scripture: Ezekiel 18:21-24, 30-32 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as are being studied in small groups, so the 
pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
The main point of Session 3 is, “God is always just.”  We long for justice. When we are wronged 
or hurt, we want the wrong to be righted and the scales to be balanced. When we look at the 
Scriptures, we see a God who is just, and who loves justice. Therefore we can trust in the 
character of our God, even when we suffer injustice.  
 
Introduction Idea: Tim Keller writes, “When I was professor at a theological seminary in the 
mid-eighties, one of my students was a young man named Mark Gornik. One day we were 
standing at the copier and he told me that he was about to move into Sandtown, one of the 
poorest and most dangerous neighborhoods in Baltimore. I remember being quite surprised. 
When I asked him why, he said simply, “To do justice.” It had been decades since any white 
people had moved into Sandtown. For the first couple of years there, it was touch and go. Mark 
told a reporter, “The police thought I was a drug dealer, and the drug dealers thought I was a 
police officer. So, for a while there, I didn’t know who was going to shoot me first.” Yet over the 
years Mark, along with leaders in the community, established a church and a comprehensive set 
of ministries that have slowly transformed the neighborhood.” (Generous Justice) 
 
What compels a person to do such a thing? One could point to many things, but for Christians, 
the nature and character of our God is what compels us to move into the darkness of our world 
with the light of God’s love. Ezekiel preached during a time of great injustice. Lawlessness 
tinged with religious ceremony was rampant in the nation of Israel. The poor were being taken 
advantage of and widows were being neglected. Justice was far from the land. But Ezekiel 
contended that while God’s people were unjust, God Himself reigns in justice. Let’s read what 
Ezekiel said about this.  
 
[Read Ezekiel 18:21-24, 30-32] 
 
We see in this passage what the Bible means when it says God is just. Let’s consider three 
thoughts together.  
 
Point 1: God is wiling to forgive (vv.21-23). 
 
God’s justice means that He is willing, ready, and able to forgive. He is a kind and generous 
God. In verses 21-23, Ezekiel reminds us of this. In a time of rampant wickedness he declares “If 
a wicked person turns away from all his sins that he has committed and keeps all my statutes and 
does what is just and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die” (v.21). This is good news that 
gets better because if one does this, “None of the transgressions that he has committed shall be 
remembered against him” (v.22). 
 
We must keep in mind here that Ezekiel is addressing the covenant community, that is those 
who’ve been redeemed and experienced God’s covenantal love toward them. This promise then 
is grounded in God’s covenant with Israel, not some merit-based system of righteousness. And if 
God’s grace was this abundant in Ezekiel’s day, how much more so does God’s grace abound in 
light of the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ? His forgiveness is for all who believe and call out to 
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Him (Jn. 3:16). This is what it means to say God is just in that He does not give us what we 
deserve, rather He gave Jesus what deserved!  
 
Application: This element of justice should transform how we understand justice. Just as God 
forgave us, we should forgive those who wrong us. Justice sometimes means that we bear the sin 
of another.  
 
Point 2: God hates wickedness (v.24).  
 
In verse 24 we see the opposite scenario from 21-23. The person who turns from doing good and 
walks in wickedness receives just retribution from the Lord and “None of the righteous deeds 
that he has done shall be remembered; for the treachery of which he is guilty and the sin he has 
committed, for them he shall die” (24). This is a stark reminder that though God is abounding in 
steadfast love He “will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation” (Ex. 34:7).  
 
If God is just, it means He must act against all sin and wickedness. If not, He would not be a holy 
and righteous God. If God did nothing in the face of evil and sin, He would not be worthy of 
worship and awe. Timothy Stoner says, “God thinks that He is the most majestic, glorious, 
beautiful, most powerful, most worthy being that is. That to Him belong honor and glory and 
praise forever and forever. He is out of control—ours, not His” (The God Who Smokes, 104). 
And because God views Himself this way, He must act when His law is broken. This should 
cause us to fear Him more and trust that He will set all wrongs right.  
 
Application: God’s hatred for wickedness and sin should stir our hatred as well. Will you ask 
God to give you a holy hatred for the things that displease Him? 
 
Point 3: God is eager to give life (vv.30-32). 
 
Ezekiel is clear that God’s ultimate desire is to give life. He has no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked (v.32). This is truly the heart of the justice of God. Paul brought this theme to a climax 
when he said God sent forth His Son in order “to show his righteousness at the present time, so 
that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (v.26). God satisfied His 
justice through the sacrifice of His Son that He might freely offer Himself to anyone who has 
faith.  
 
Unfortunately, just as with Israel, many continue to walk in rebellion and disobedience. Jesus 
said, “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is 
they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life” (Jn. 5:39-
49). May this not be true of us!  
 
Application: As you think of God’s passion to impart life, let it shape your passion to offer the 
Gospel to all who will hear it.  
 
Conclusion Idea: Psalm 37 declares, “For the Lord loves justice; he will not forsake his saints” 
(v.28). Let us look to the justice of God for hope, encouragement, and strength as we wait for our 
God to bring forth His justice.  
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