
 
Sermon Series: Mirroring God’s Character (Exploring the Character of God) 
To be used with: Session Two, God is Loving 
Sermon Title Possibilities: 

A New Command 
 Love is the Sign 
Scripture: John 13:34-35 

Connection to Unit Theme: To complement the small group study of Beyond Belief, these 
sermon outlines will deal with the same topic as each small group session, but will approach it 
from a different Scripture passage. This way, the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit 
without rehashing the same Scripture passage.  
 
The small group study focuses on six of God’s character traits. This sermon series shows the 
impact that God’s character has on the character of those who follow him. The fact that humans 
are made in the image of God means that we are to reflect his character in our lives.  
 
The small group session this week is called “God Is Loving” and the main point is “God’s love 
empowers me to love.” God is the very embodiment of love because He is love. We demonstrate 
that we know God personally when we show love to others.  
 
Introduction:  
 
One of the great things about kids is they say whatever is on their minds. We can learn a lot from 
their honesty. Like Nan a little girl who has a letter published in the book Children’s Letters to 
God. She writes, “Dear God, I bet it’s very hard for you to love all of everybody in the whole 
world. There are only 4 people in our family and I can never do it.” (Children’s Letters to God, 
Stuart Hample and Eric Marshall, Workman Publishing, New York, 1991) Let’s face it there are 
some people in the world that are just hard to love. In fact, all of us at some time are hard to love. 
That is what makes God’s unconditional love so amazing. He knows everything about us yet He 
loves more than anyone else in our lives.  
 
[Read John 13:34-35] 
 
Our quest in this sermon series is to mirror the character of God in our own lives. In order to do 
this first we must discover how God loves us.  
 
1. How Does God Love Us? 
 • Read John 15:12-13 

• God loves us sacrificially. When Jesus made this statement the laws of revenge and 
retaliation were in vogue. In our society today, we are encouraged to pay people back for 
the harm they cause us rather than love and forgive them.  
• Much like our day, self-love was abundant in Jesus’ day. These words were 
revolutionary. 
• John recorded these words of Jesus to show that this idea of loving others by sacrificing 
oneself was not some philosophical idea but Jesus actually lived it out by dying on the 
cross for others. 
• God also loves us unselfishly.  
• Unselfish love does not ask what is in this for me but rather how can I serve you?  
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• Unselfish love is ready to endure hardships, encounter dangers, and practice self-denial 
for others. Even is love is not returned, unselfish love does not quit. 
• Jimmy received a letter from his former fiancé that read like this: “Jimmy, no words 
could ever express the great unhappiness I’ve felt since breaking our engagement. Please 
say you will take me back. No one could ever take your place in my heart, so please 
forgive me. I love you, I love you, I love you! Forever yours, Marie. P.S. And 
congratulations on winning the state lottery. 

 
Application Point: God did not need anything from us and really there is nothing we could offer 
Him yet He chose to love us. We needed Him and without Him we had no hope or salvation 
from death. He does not love us based on our performance or our accomplishments, His love is 
unconditional. 
 
2. Why Should We Love Like God? 
 • Notice in verse 34 Jesus said this is a command not a request. 
 • Jesus made this a fundamental law of His kingdom. 
 • God loved us first. (1 John 4:19) 
 
Application Point: In John 13:12-15 Jesus set the example of selfless love by washing the 
disciple’s feet. He even washed the feet of Judas who would eventually betray him and lead the 
Roman soldiers to find Jesus and arrest Him. The type of love God empowers us to share shares 
love even when there is no occasion to show it. 
 
3. What is the result of reflecting God’s love? 
 • Loving others God’s way is a sign of a true disciple.  
 • If I have hatred toward another person it is an indication that I am not a disciple. (1 John 
2:9) 
 • The enemy of loving relationships is not conflict; it is how conflict is handled. 
 • We are not called to simply tolerate one another we are called to love one another. 
 • Our relationship with people affects our worship. (Matthew 5:23-24) 
 
Application Point: Borrowing the words of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians chapter 13 listen to 
how God’s love should work in our lives as Christians. 
 

1. If I discover my spiritual gifts and teach Bible study and go on mission trips but do not 
have love, I only seek recognition. 

2. If I get passionate about my church but do not have love I only glorify myself. 
3. If I go to church and sing praises and take sermon notes but do not have love for my 

fellow worshippers I simply promote dead religion. 
4. If I share my testimony and invite un-churched people to my church but do not have love 

they will see in me a God who really does not care. 
5. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 

Conclusion: I want to challenge you this morning if you do have hatred or a grudge against 
someone that you will take the first step in restoring that relationship. I want to challenge you to 
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read and apply Matthew 18:15-20 to your situation and not let things stay the way they are today. 
In fact, in these passages Jesus tells the offended person to take the first step. Let’s make sure we 
are not giving the devil a foothold into our lives or our church. 
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